SUNDERLAND & SOUTH TYNESIDE
CAMPAIGN FOR REAL ALE

CAMRA ANGLE
WINTER 2018
ISSUE 54
Freeplease take one
Inside:
BOOKS
DESERT ISLAND BREWERIES
KENT HERITAGE INTERIORS
MIDDLESBROUGH MICROPUBS
MYSTERY TRIP
PUB OF THE YEAR
And much more

CAMRA Angle 54 - Winter 2018 - 2

THE STEAMBOAT

A Friendly Welcome Guaranteed!
CAMRA’s Sunderland & South Tyneside
Pub of the Year 2015, 2016, 2017 & 2018
Regional Pub of the year 2015 & 2016
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Welcome to Issue 54 of CAMRA Angle.
As well as the usual news and articles
in this issue, there are three very different
items that I think make this Angle
unusual. Intrigued? Well see the contents
panel below for more.
With regular news items in the media and
in CAMRA about pub closures, this
branch is not immune so refer to the pub
news page for an update, which also
reveals 4 pubs that no longer sell real
ale. However its good to report that a pub
in South Shields, The Criterion, which
closed in 2012, has reopened.
This is the time of year when we vote for
our Pub/Club of The Year. The
deadline to do this is 26th January 2019.
It is important that you take part in this

vote and if you haven't already, you are
encouraged to do so. The centre spread
inside explains how the process works.
Finally, perhaps it time to start thinking
about New Year Resolutions? I’ve got
one. I have decided to visit at least 2
pubs a month in the 2019 Good Beer
Guide that I have not drunk in before.
I’ve cheated and started already with six
completed and its not even 2019 yet!
There is a review of the Guide in this
issue, along with 2 other book reviews.
Enjoy the read and all the best.
Ken Paul
.

In this issue…
EDITOR
Ken Paul/ Sid Dobson
Magazine01@sst.camra.org.uk
FANCY YOURSELF AS A
WRITER
WE are always on the lookout for real
ale related stories to be used in
CAMRA ANGLE. They can be
historical or current, locally-based or
involving travel to exotic locations
such as Middlesbrough, Montreal,
Moscow or Morpeth!
The deadline for Issue 55 is
February 28th 2019
CONTACT US
HAVE you got opinion on the pubs
or beers available in our branch
area, or on any other matter? Get
writing now, and let our readers
know what you think. We also
welcome comments about the
magazine. Please email us at
Magazine01@sst.camra.org.uk.
****
CAMRA ANGLE is published by the
Sunderland & South Tyneside
Branch of CAMRA © 2018 . Views or
comments expressed in this
publication may not be necessarily
those of the Editor or of CAMRA.
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Michael Wynne
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Maxim BLO
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Pubs Preservation

Dave Craggs
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DIARY DATES

PUBLIC TRANSPORT INFORMATION

DECEMBER 2018
Some useful contact details for Tyne &
Wear Metro and local bus services.

BRANCH CURRY
NIGHT

Arriva 0844 8004411

www.arrivabus.co.uk
/north-east/

January 2019

Go North East 0845 606 0260

www.gonortheast.co.uk

Nexus ( Metro & Buses) - www.nexus.org.uk/
0191 2020747
Stagecoach 0191 5675251

www.stagecoachbus.
com/about/north-east

Traveline North East 0871 2002233

www.travelinenortheast.
Info

DURHAM CAMRA
BRANCH MEETING
BRANCH MEETING

TYNESIDE &
NORTHUMBERLAND
BRANCH MEETING

There is no Branch meeting this
month. Look out for email about a
CURRY NIGHT in Sth Shields.
Tuesday January 8th 1930 ; The
Victoria, Hallgarth St Durham
Wednesday January 9th 2000, Sir
William de Wessington, Concord,
Washington
Monday January 21st 1930; Town
Mouse Newcastle

FEBRUARY
TRADING STANDARDS
If you have any complaint about your beer or
cider, such as poor quality, short measures or
no price list displayed, you should mention it to
the pub management in the first instance. If you
need to pursue the compliant further, we
recommend contacting the local Trading
Standards Office. Contact details are given
below :SOUTH TYNESIDE

SUNDERLAND

0191 4247887 for
residents or Citizens
Advice Consumer
Service on 03454
040506
Contact Citizens
Consumer
Advice
Service on 03454
040506.

NE REGIONAL
MEETING

Saturday 9th February 2019 1pm
Bridge Hotel Newcastle

DURHAM CAMRA
BRANCH MEETING

Monday February 11th 1930 ; The
Smiths Arms Castle Dene
Chester le St
Wednesday February 13th TBC

BRANCH MEETING
GREAT BRITISH BEER
FESTIVAL - WINTER
STOCKTON ALE &
ARTY FESTIVAL

February 19th -23rd Norwich. See
advert on page 11
Thursday 28th-Saturday 2nd March
: ARC, Dovecot St, Stockton
TS18 1LL

FUTURE DATES
CAMRA MEMBERS
WEEKEND & AGM
NEWCASTLE BEER &
CIDER FESTIVAL
NE REGIONAL
MEETING
NOSTALGIC VAUX
NIGHT

www.sst.camra.org.uk

Friday 5th - Sunday 7th April;
Dundee
Wednesday 10th- Saturday 13th
April
Saturday 25th May 1pm; The
Marine South Shields
Friday 5th July; Chesters
Sunderland
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Members Matter
Sunderland & South Tyneside branch membership is 660.
Other branches in the region: - Cleveland - 379, Darlington 463,
Durham, 831, Tyneside & Northumberland 2126. North East Region total 4459.
NOTE - The NE Region is no longer the smallest (in terms of numbers) within
CAMRA, that honour now falls to Wales with 4248 members.
Nationally membership stands at 191949 (192051 in June).
See page 31 for details of how to join.

Thanks for having us
Many thanks to The Steamboat, The Avenue and The Marine for
their hospitality in hosting recent branch meetings, Fitzgeralds for
hosting the NE Regional 2019 Good Beer Guide launch,The Mid
Boldon Club for our beer festival planning meetings and The Marine
for our beer festival shakedown meeting. For details of some future
meetings, see our Notice Board on page 4.
ADVERTISING YOUR BUSINESS
CAMRA Angle is published 4 times a year,in March, June,
September & December. Nearly 3000 copies are distributed
throughout the North East (and beyond) and is a popular download
from our website:http://camraangle.sst.camra.org.uk/cangle.php.
INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING IN ISSUE 55 DUE MAR 2019 ?
SEE RATES BELOW
ADVERTISING RATES
Full page ( single issue)…..£90
Full page (4 consecutive issues)…..£81 per issue.
Half page ( single issue)…..£55
Half page (4 consecutive issues)…..£50 per issue.
Quarter page ( single issue)…..£35
Quarter page ( 4 consecutive issues)…..£31.50 per issue.
A free design service for adverts is available if required. For further
details please email ads01@sst.camra.org.uk
In this issue we have adverts for the Branch Pub of the Year,
The Steamboat South Shields, Maxim Brewery, The Station
House Durham, The Biddick Inn & The Steps, both Washington.
The Dun Cow Seaton, The Ivy House Sunderland, The Avenue
Roker and The Copt Hill, Houghton le Spring (NEW).
Please support our advertisers, for without them we would not
be able to present CAMRA Angle for your enjoyment and
information.

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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Hebburn

Pub News

The White Lead has
closed, hopefully
temporarily while new
tenants are sought.

Pubs no longer selling
Real Ale
Florence’ s Bar & BistroSimonside.
Grey Horse-Whitburn.

Ryhope
Keith Dewart of The
Guide Post is planning to
start up a micro brewery
sometime next year in
shop premises next door
to the pub. We wish him
well in this new venture.
South Shields

Washington
On the outskirts of the
town, The Mill House
(right) suffered a
large fire at the rear
of the premises in
September. We
await a reopening
date.

The Criterion, which
closed in 2012 and
became a bookmakers,
has reopened. The floor
above the bookies has

been smartly refurbished.
Two handpulls offer local
real ales. Entry is on
Ocean Road and up a
staircase.
Tucked away on Victoria
Road next to a Metro
bridge The Queen Vic, a
former club has been
added to Whatpub, and
offers 2 changing real
ales.
Sunderland
The Tipsy Cow has
closed and is up for sale.

www.sst.camra.org.uk
www.sst.camra.org.uk

Stackyard-West
Herrington.
Travelling Man-West
Boldon.

CAMRA Angle 54 - Winter 2018 - 7

CAMRA Angle 54 - Winter 2018 - 7

Maxim Brewery News
Maxim seasonal/special
beers available locally
since last CAMRA Angle
·
·
·

·

·
·

Maverick 4.6%
American Brown Ale
Equinox 4.3% single
hopped Pale Ale
(new) Smoke &
Mirrors 5,2% Smoked
Porter.
(new) Medusa 5.6%
American Pale Ale,
Double dry hopped
Raspberry Porter 5%
(new) Farmhouse
Saison 5.4%

Due soon:
·
·
·

Santa’s Soot 5% Dark
Winter Ale
Great Escape 4%
Pale Ale
Santastic 4.5%
Golden Ale

Santastic will be available
nationally around
Christmas through JD
Weatherspoon’s.
News of Medusa APA
coming 3rd and “Smoke &
Mirrors” 4th at the recent
Sunderland Beer festival
well received by the
brewery.
Maxim have been recent
sponsors for both the
annual Durham &
Sunderland CAMRA beer
festivals. They again
provided logistical support
for the Sunderland
festival.
At the brewery:
Extremely busy brewing
for the Christmas rush.

www.sst.camra.org.uk

Brewery “Open Bar
Nights”.
Held on the first Friday of
the month, now a familiar
local event well received
by local real ale drinkers &
members of Sunderland &
South Tyneside branch.
All welcome.
The Brewery shop is
usually open Tues-Friday,
12:00-17:00. With a
selection of bottles & other
branded gifts, beer gift
packs etc.
It’s worth ringing in
advance to check what is
available. The telephone
number for enquiries is
0191-584-8844.

Ian Monteith
Preston
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Arcane Brewery News
Tony and Kay are still
tweaking the brewery and
the recipes and will only
release the beers when
they both feel the beers
are ready.

After starting out as
Temptation Brewery in
2011, brewing American
style beers and then
moving to a larger
premises in Newcastle in
2015, as Arcane Bridge,
Tony and Kay Killeen
were, along with other
long established
businesses in the King
Edward Arches,
unceremoniously kicked
out by Network Rail.

In the meantime they still
brew, and will continue to
brew, at their sister
brewery the Hop and
Cleaver.

Alan Harrison

As a result they were
forced to sell all of their
brewing equipment last
year, but dreamed of
having their own brewery
again one day.
They donated their last
brew, Worlds End, to the
2017 Sunderland Beer &
Cider Festival, a 5.9%
whisky porter.
Meanwhile they continued
brewing the house beers
at the Hop and Cleaver
on Newcastle Quayside
and their dream is
nearing reality. Their new
brewery will be called
Arcane Brewery (as
opposed to Arcane
Bridge) and is situated
within the City of
Sunderland.
They have been licensed
and have started trial
brewing. Their beers will
be Belgian styled and they
intend to launch in the
New Year.
www.sst.camra.org.uk
www.sst.camra.org.uk
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Regional News
THE COAL HOUSE, SEAHAM
HOLDS OFFICIAL OPENING NIGHT
Michael Wynne
reports from just
over the boundary.
North East Durham has its
first micropub in Seaham
Harbour. The Coalhouse
opened in August in a
former bookmakers at the
top of Church Street.
The decor and name are
a tribute to the local coal
mining industry. The pub
is a welcome addition to
the town which is a real
ale desert and the owners
Chris and John say 60%
of their sales are cask.
Who says there is no
demand for real ale?
Four handpumps
dispense local beers; two
will be dark and two pale.
On the official opening
night these were Yard of
Ale Best by Yards,
Cullercoats Polly
Common, Cullercoats
Janus and Two by Two
Session IPA. All cask ales
are £3 a pint.
There are 4 real ciders
selling at £3.20 a pint.
Finally, there are 4 keg
lines. This is the only
permanent outlet in East
Durham for Hartlepool
based Donzonko Northern
Helles.

Opening hours:Monday to
Thursday 16:00 to
22:00, Friday and
Saturday 12:00 to
22:00 and Sunday
14:00 to 22:00.
Seaham is easily
accessible by Go North
East services 60, 238 and
X7 from Sunderland.
Drifter service 60 runs
every ten minutes Monday
to Saturday daytime,
every twenty minutes
Sunday daytime and half
hourly every evening.

As Seaham is outside
Nexusland; the cheapest
way to get there is to buy
a red zone 1 day Buzzfare
ticket for £5.20. This is
valid for all of Sunderland
and most of South
Tyneside.

SPBW NORTH EAST NEWS
Our fourth annual general
meeting took place in
September at the
Borough of Tynemouth
Unionist Club where we
had Hadrian Border
Grainger Ale. The meeting
was followed by a visit to
Flash House Brewery’s
open day in North Shields.

the new micropub Owa
the Road in Swalwell. This
new venture is owned by
Dave Cook who also runs
The Sun Inn which is 'owa
the road; hence the name.

We were due to go to
Hartlepool for our October
meeting at Cameron’s
Visitor Centre but the
ongoing Northern Rail
industrial action thwarted
our plans.

Our Summer Pub of the
Season is Tynemouth
Club on Front St. All are
welcome to use the club
and there are 2 handpulls
which usually have beer
from the wood for under
£3 a pint.

Our next meeting was on
Saturday 17th November at

www.sst.camra.org.uk

There are 4 local cask ales
on offer; usually including
beer from the wood.

Michael Wynne
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SUNDERLAND BEER & CIDER FESTIVAL 2018
Our annual Beer &
Cider Festival took place
again in October. For the
second time we held it in
The Point, in the centre of
Sunderland.
This year there were 32
beers and 10 ciders and a
perry on offer for the
three days of the festival.
Our visitors were asked to
complete a questionnaire
which included the
opportunity to name the
beer / cider of the festival.
The top 3 voted beers
were:-

replacement from North
Yorkshire and was the
first beer to sell out.

who came to enjoy the
beers and ciders. You
contributed £125 to the
RNLI. Thanks to our

The runner up, the
Russian Stout was a
powerful 11% and served
from a wooden cask. It
also featured as part of
the food offering as the
“Brinkburn Banger.”
Maxim’s recently
launched Smoke & Mirrors
was a porter with a
smooth smoked flavour.
Of the ciders, Bradford’s
Grumpy John’s Original
Dry was selected as the
best of the festival.
So a big thank you to our
regular and new visitors

1. Hambleton Coco
Pop Stout (above)
2. Brinkburn
Cinder Toffee
Imperial Russian
Stout
3. Maxim Smoke &
Mirrors
The winner was in
fact a late

generous sponsors and
the hardy band of
volunteers who worked
tirelessly to make this
festival run so smoothly.
The provisional dates
for 2019 are October
3rd to 5th. We hope to
see you there.

www.sst.camra.org.uk
www.sst.camra.org.uk
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GOOD BEER GUIDE 2019 A review of CAMRA’s flagship publication
CAMRA have recently
published their 46th
edition of The Good Beer
Guide, which contains
entries for over 4500 pubs
and clubs and nearly 300
pages of breweries.
As well as being a handy
reference work, there are
several articles including
the brewing process,
CAMRA Beer Festivals,
Pub of the Year and a
section about beer styles.
There is a feature article
celebrating women in
brewing and a word from
the sponsor of the guide,
Cask Marque.

The Good Beer
Guide is a useful tool
when visiting other
locations and in
conjunction with
Whatpub.com, is
invaluable for
planning pub crawls
or brewery visits.
If you have never
owned one before,
now is the time to
drop a few hints with
Xmas coming up.
Available from
CAMRA Books
£15.99 or £13 for
CAMRA members.

It is interesting to note that
with announcements
about pub closures
appearing on a regular
basis, there have been a
number of brewery
closures which don’t often
get widely reported. The
Guide shows that more
than 130 breweries closed
or went out of business
since the last issue,
whereas there are about
40 startups. Do the maths.
There is the ever present
index to real ales which
covers 36 pages, and a
handy index to places
featured in the book.
In our Sunderland &
South Tyneside branch
there are 22 pub entries,
including 2 new to the
Guide.

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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BOOK REVIEW: “SOUTH TYNESIDE PUBS”
For local readers of this
book, the title may be a
misnomer. It examines
the history of pubs in part
of the Borough of South
Tyneside and some in
neighbouring Gateshead;
effectively “South of the
Tyne Pubs.”

comment about the fact
the Rolling Mill pub in
Jarrow had toilets installed
in 1938. So what did they
do before?

The reason for this can
be found in the
introduction, where the
author explains that the
book is about pubs, inns
and hotels in the old
parishes of Whitburn,
Cleadon and Jarrow, the
latter of which included
parts of east Gateshead.

With pubs opening and
closing, it is perhaps
inevitable that this book
would be out of date as
soon as it was printed.
Three pubs have been
missed altogether and one
is stated as selling Jarrow
Brewery beers. The
brewery closed three
years ago.

This is the second local
pub book that Eileen
Burnett has written, the
first being called “South
Shields Pubs” published in
2014. There is no mention
made of this however and
its inclusion would have
helped to explain the
town’s absence in this
book.
“South Tyneside Pubs” is
effectively in two parts;
beginning with a useful
map and key with the
pubs numbered by parish,
and then the main body of
the work which runs to 85
pages and 74 pubs.
Unfortunately the pubs are
not numbered in the main
text to match up with the

For some reason only two
pubs merit having their
opening hours mentioned.

map, so unless you know
where a pub is, you have
to look for its name in the
key (there is no index).
Included with each pub
entry is a photograph, with
a lot in black and white,
which mostly indicates the
pub has closed. Nearly
half of the pubs mentioned
here met this fate; closed,
demolished or converted
into some other use.
The book provides some
interesting historical facts
about a pub’s origins, the
publicans, punters and
their stories. It was
disturbing to read that
some pubs in the town of
Hebburn suffered arson
attacks and in the worst
case, burnt down. I
particularly liked the

www.sst.camra.org.uk

Despite misgivings about
the format and some of
the content, this volume
will be of interest to local
pub goers and historians
alike.
SOUTH TYNESIDE
PUBS by Eileen Burnett
ISBN: 978-1-4456-7801-6
Published by Amberley
Books at £14.99
Review by Ken Paul

Further reading :- Review
of “South Shields Pubs”,
CAMRA Angle issue 38.
http://camraangle.sst.
camra.org.uk/documents/
Issue38.pdf
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THE
AVENUE.

Zetland Street, Roker, Sunderland, SR6 0EQ
Tel :- 0191 5677412.
Website : theavenue.pub. Facebook : theavenueroker

● 8 handpulls serving real ales & ciders.
● 20p a pint discount for card carrying CAMRA members
● We are in The 2018 Good Beer Guide.
MONDAY - Poker Night.
TUESDAY - Bingo.
WEDNESDAY - Free Pool & Jukebox.
THURSDAY - Quiz Night.
SUNDAY - Domino Handicap.
Function Room , Beer Garden, Upstairs Games Room
SKY SPORTS and BT SPORT
WE ARE HERE

For any forthcoming events please
see our Facebook page
.

.
Bus Stops for Sunderland - South Shields
Service E1 are nearby on Roker Avenue.

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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DESERT ISLAND BREWERIES by Michael Wynne
outstanding 1872 Porter;
a proper Victorian porter
weighing in at 6.5% ABV.
This beer has won
CAMRA's Champion
Winter Beer of Britain
more than once and is
really stunning when
aged in an oak cask.

Everyone knows the
format of the long running
Radio 4 programme.
However rather than
naming individual beers, I
think it is better to do it on
the basis of favourite
breweries.
Big Lamp:
The North East's oldest
microbrewery currently
based in Newburn in the

they moved into new
brewery and taproom in
the Ouseburn Valley
earlier this year.

The beers, unfortunately,
are not regularly available
in the North East but can
be found at local beer
festivals. Best place to
drink them is at the
Junction in Castleford,

Starting with session beer
Byker Blonde and rising
through the strength
range up to the recent
Cinder Toffee Imperial
Stout at 11%, an
excellent and innovative
beer range, not just in
cask.
West End of Newcastle.
Their flagship beer is the
iconic Prince Bishop Ale
at 4.8% ABV. Other
favourites include Sunny
Daze and their winter
warmer Embers.
Best place to drink them is
at their first pub, the
Wheat Sheaf, close to
Felling Metro. The beers
appear regularly at
Fitzgerald’s in Sunderland
and the William Jameson.
Brinkburn Street:
Opened in the East End of
Newcastle in 2015 and

Best place to drink them is
at their taproom on June
Street, Byker (above).
Beers can be seen at
Marine, South Shields and
Mid Boldon Club in East
Boldon.

West Yorkshire when all
beers are served from
wooden casks.

Elland:
Maxim:
Based in the West
Yorkshire town of the
same name, they started
life as West Riding, then
Eastwood & Sanders.
There is an extensive
range of beers including
session beer White
Prussian and the

www.sst.camra.org.uk

After the closure of Vaux
in 1999, DMBC started
brewing Double Maxim at
Robinson’s in Stockport
but returned to the City in
2007 at Rainton Bridge.
Initially brewing Double
Maxim for cask and bottle
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and Vaux favourite
Samson, the range
expanded to include other
Vaux brands including
Lambtons and Wards
Best Bitter. The latter
proved popular in its
hometown of Sheffield.
They further expanded to
include the potent

200 different beers with
some really interesting
flavours and quite unique
styles. Don’t be put off by
the names.
Regularly seen at the
Marine and Ship Isis in
Sunderland which had a
Rat Infestation in June. 8
beers; most new to the
area, featured including
the intriguing
Schroedinger’s Rat; a
white stout.
Rooster’s:

Maximus and Swedish
Blonde and an excellent
range of seasonal beers
are now produced.
There is an open night at
the brewery usually on the
first Friday of the month
where new beers can be
found. The beers are
widely available
throughout the region.

Started 25 years ago by
Sean Franklin and was a
pioneer in the use of New
World hop varieties.
The beers were very
popular in the Tap & Spile
in Salem Street,
Sunderland, especially
their flagship beer
Yankee, which is now
available in a dry hopped
version.

Beers regularly available
at the Ship Isis, Dun Cow,
Fitzgerald’s, William
Jameson in Sunderland
and Mid Boldon Club.
Stewart’s:
Based in Loanhead, to the
south of Edinburgh, the
brewery started in 2004.
The brewery produces a
mixture of traditional
Scottish styles and hop
forward American hopped
beers. Their 80/- is an
excellent example of the
style. Unfortunately,
Edinburgh No 3 is no
longer produced.
The beers are frequently
available in the Marine.
Three Kings:

Rat:
Part of West Yorkshire’s
Ossett Brewery group and
based in the cellar of
Huddersfield Rat &
Ratchet pub. A very
extensive beer list but
aside from flagship White
Rat only available in
limited quantities outside
“God’s Chosen County.”
Untappd list in excess of

the recent Sunderland
beer festival. The
standout beers in the
range include Londinium
Coffee Porter and the
powerful 6.1% Baby
Faced Assassin.

The brewery is now
located in Knaresborough
and is owned by Ian
Fozzard. There have been
a number of beers to mark
their Silver Jubilee; two of
which were available at

www.sst.camra.org.uk

Brewing started in 2012
by Ewan McCann in North
Shields. Three Kings was
an early convert to the
use of wooden casks. The
core range includes Billy
Mill Bitter, Dark Side of
the Toon, Silver Darling
and Ring of Fire.
Beers are regularly
available in the Ship Isis,
Fitzgerald’s and the Dun
Cow.
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CAMRA Pub of the Year & Club of the Year
2019 Vote
This is the time of year
when CAMRA branch
members are asked to
vote for their Branch Pub
Of The Year (POTY) and
Club Of The Year
(COTY) for 2019.
Now for some this news
can be confusing, as the
National CAMRA
Pub/Club of The Year
2018 hasn’t been
announced yet! This
article attempts to explain
the process.
Stage one.
Each of the 211 CAMRA
branches selects its own
POTY and COTY. The
voting for this branch has
opened and will close at
midnight on Saturday
January 26th 2019. The
pubs and clubs in the
ballot are given on the
website
https://evp.sst.camra.or
g.uk/
Each first choice is
awarded 5 points, second
choice is awarded 2
points and third choice 1
point. The winning Pub &
Club are the ones
attaining the highest
points total.
The deadline for Branches
to submit their
POTY/COTY is 17th
March 2019.

Stage two.
CAMRA’s Branches are
grouped into 16 regions,
each of which chooses its
own POTY. (The COTY
follows a similar process
and will be the subject of a
future article).
CAMRA North East
Region has four branches:
● Darlington
● Durham
● Sunderland & Sth
Tyneside
● Tyneside &
Northumberland.

Note:- Cleveland are part
of Yorkshire but a large
part of their branch (North
Tees) falls within the
North East.

Tyneside and
Northumberland have 2
entries (Northumberland
and Tyne & Wear) and
Durham Branch also have
2 (Town & Country).
The N.E. branches then
assess the winners in
each branch, other than
their own.
So for example, between
March 2019 and the
deadline of end of July
2019, CAMRA members
in our branch will visit the
winners in the other North
East branches.
How this assessment is
done is shown in the
panel below. The winners
of this stage of the
process will be
announced in August
2019.

Due to branch size,
Pubs are judged against six criteria
● Quality of real ale/cider/perry.
● Style, décor, furnishing and cleanliness.
● Service, welcome and offering.
● Community focus and atmosphere.
● Alignment with CAMRA principles.
● Overall impression.
Each category is marked out of 10 apart from
the first and fifth category, which have two
times weighting factor. So the maximum
score possible is 80.

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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Stage three.
The winners from each of
the 16 regions are
arranged by the CAMRA
National Organiser into
four groups of four - this is
known as the super
regional round.
The make up of these
super regions will vary
slightly from year to year
depending on where the
pubs concerned are
located.
The contenders are
judged by a
representative from the
Region and the four super
region winners are
announced in November
in What’s Brewing.
Stage four.
The four finalists are now
judged. This stage of the
contest is run by the
CAMRA Chair of Pub
Campaigns Committee,
who selects five judges
with the necessary skills
and experience.

The winner will be
announced in mid/late
February 2020.
So where are we with
the 2018 Pub of the
Year competition?
The 16 regional pubs
have been judged as
part of Stage Three the NE Representative
being the Golden Smog
in Stockton (right).
However they haven’t
progressed to the final 4 (
see panel below).

CAMRA Pubs of the Year 2018 - The Final 4.
East Anglia: Chequers, Little Gransden, Cambridgeshire.
Merseyside & Cheshire: The Crickters Arms, St Helens.
Scotland & NI: The Volunteer Arms, Musselburgh.
Wessex & CI: Wonston Arms, Wonston, Hampshire.

.
There is a protocol for
judges to ensure
confidentiality and
fairness. Scoring again
uses the national
procedure with judges
also expected to compile
a written report expanding
on their scores and
providing other relevant
information.

Regional Director David Brazier
presented the Golden Smog with their
NE Pub of the Year 2018 award
recently.
Photo - Bill Wilkinson.

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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MIDDLESBROUGH MICROPUBS REVISITED
by Michael Wynne
Slightly larger than the
others being a conversion
from two shops, it still
follows the micropub
formula. Four handpumps
had Three Brothers
Watermelon Pale and
Ruby Revolution along
with Beer Monkey Val
Haller and Consett Stout.
We settled for the
Watermelon Pale which
was excellent.

A couple of years ago, I
wrote a piece on the
Micropubs phenomenon
that had taken hold on
Teesside (see Issue 40).
Since our last visit, there
have been several new
openings not only in
Middlesbrough but also in
Billingham, Stockton and
Hartlepool alongside a
thriving microbrewery
scene; so we thought it
was time for a return visit.
Middlesbrough is linked
by an hourly Northern Rail
service from Newcastle
and a day return from
Sunderland costs £10.
On the last Saturday in
June; after breakfast in
the William Jameson, we
joined the train for the
hour long journey to
Middlesbrough.
A ten minute walk from
the station, just beyond
the Cleveland Centre is
Baker Street and our first
stop - Sherlock’s which
we visited last time.
The pub is a small single
room with a bar offering 3
cask beers: Beer Monkey
Uncle Monks IPA, Taylor’s
Golden Best and Titanic
Plum Porter along with a
selection of craft kegs,
bottles,cans and cider.
Very good and reasonable
prices at £3.30 a pint.
We hadn’t been aware
that the streets in this part
of town would be closed

for a street food festival so
it was very busy. We
could not get into the
adjacent Twisted Lip but
directly opposite, we
found newby Slater’s
Pick.
Again a single room but
with a large outside
drinking area. The interior
was very quirky and
although there were 3
handpumps, only 2 had
beer on. The selection
was Thornbridge Brother
Rabbit and Stockton
based Three Brothers
Mango and Ginger. Three
Brothers beers are often
available in the Museum
Vaults and I have enjoyed
all of them. The Mango
and Ginger was best of
the day for me.
Leaving Slater’s Pick, turn
right, then left onto
Borough Road, where we
find our next new stop;
Bottled Note.

www.sst.camra.org.uk

Regular readers may be
aware of our enthusiasm
for the pork pies from
Taylor’s of Darlington
which prompted a
recommendation from
Middlesbrough lad and
CAMRA member John
Magson for Petch's pies
from Great Ayton. Well,
The Bottled Note had
Petch’s and being pie
monsters, we couldn’t
pass them by. Are they
better than Taylor’s?
Different style but still very
nice.
Turn right onto Linthorpe
Road then right to Grange
Road takes us to our last
stop; Infant Hercules.
History bit; this was the
name given to the
industrial giant by Prime
Minister William
Gladstone.
This is another shop
conversion single room,
simply decorated and by
far the busiest of the day.
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There were four
handpumps offering
Rooster’s Yorkshire Pale
Ale, Daleside Blonde,
Captain Cook Black
Porter and Penpont
Cornish Red. This has
been Cleveland CAMRA
pub of the year for the last
two years.
We returned to the station
and took the train and
alighted at Hartlepool.
Leave the station, turn
right on to Church Square,
turn left onto Tower
Street; just past the
Spoons Ward Jackson

and we settled for one
from Darlington based
Saints Row; a new one for
me.
It was time to eat so we
settled for a cheese and
charcuterie platter. This
place is always worth a
visit.

and we reach Hops &
Cheese.
This bar and deli is a little
bigger than the other
stops but still follows the
micropub ethos. There
were 3 cask ales on offer

Before joining the train
back to Sunderland, a visit
to the north's first
micropub, the Rat Race
on the concourse is the
perfect end to the day.
The day ended as it
began with last drinks in
the William Jameson.

As well as a useful tool for seeking
out real ale outlets, CAMRA’S online
pub guide WHATPUB.COM is also
an important mechanism whereby
CAMRA members can contribute to
the gathering and sharing of
information about real ale and cider.
This can be useful in two ways:1. Submitting beer scores. This
information is vital to assess and
evaluate pubs that will qualify for the
CAMRA Good Beer Guide. Did you
know less than 5% of branch
members enter beer quality scores?
So if you can score your beer please
do so.
2. Submitting feedback. We
welcome the help of all members to
submit updates for consideration.
These could be to correct details,
reporting if a pub has increased (or
decreased) the number of handpulls,
changed opening hours, or worst
case, closed. You will be contacted
with 48 hours with an update.
Thank you.
.
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BOOK REVIEW: “THE BEER BUCKET LIST”
This is the fifth book that
award winning beer writer
Mark Dredge has written
about the subject and
examines his search for
the 150 best beer
experiences in the world.
The book is divided into
five chapters; North
America, UK & Ireland,
Europe, Australia & New
Zealand and the Rest of
the World. Apart from the
odd historical photograph,
this work uses full colour
illustrations on nearly
every page.
The authors bucket list
includes breweries, beers,
pubs & bars, pub crawls
and beer festivals
experienced all over the
world.
Throughout the text there
are informative panels
listing, for example The
World’s Best Beer Cities,
Essential Beer Festivals
and Notable UK Pubs to
visit. This latter page
includes The Marsden
Grotto, (the only North
East entry) due to its
unusual location.
.
In the USA he visits
Brooklyn Brewery, Sierra
Nevada Brewery and even
has time for Budweiser!
In the UK he looks at his
favourite cask ales,
suggests pub crawls in
London, Bristol, Thanet’s

Micropubs amongst others
but nothing in our region.
It was inevitable that
Belgium would be on his
list, including the
obligatory trip to Bruges.
Australia and New
Zealand get good
coverage along with a
selection of entries in the
Far East. Some are still
for the author to tick off
however. At the end of the
book he mentions the
remotest brewery in the
world, on Easter Island
that “you and I might get
to one day!”
It is possible that reading
this you may think that
most of these, you will
never manage to visit.
Probably true, but on
close examination I have
done 15; so 10% is not
too bad! There are many
in here that could be
aspired to.
It is obvious this 224 page
book is a labour of love. It
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is impossible to cover
every pub, beer or
brewery in the world,
although I was surprised
by the omission of the
Boston Beer Co and their
Samuel Adams- arguably
responsible for the
explosion of breweries in
the USA since the 1990’s.
If I have one other
criticism it is that some of
the spelling and
terminology is
“Americanised” e.g. color,
flavor, elevator. I suspect,
as Mark Dredge was born
and lives in London, that
the publisher was
responsible for this, to
appeal to a US market.
Having said that, this an
excellent guide book,
although a bit heavy to
carry around, and
provides useful
suggestions if you are
ever planning to visit any
of the beer experiences
discussed here.
THE BEER BUCKET
LIST by Mark Dredge
ISBN: 978-1-911026-27-3
Published by Dog ‘n’
Bone Books at £16.99
( Hardback) and
available from CAMRA
books
(CAMRA Members
£11.99 )
Prices exclude postage.
Review by Ken Paul
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Kent Heritage Interiors by Terry Ford
Ring Them Bells!
During the annual
summer pilgrimage to the
Outlaws in Kent I was
determined to get in a few
Heritage pubs. First off
was The Bell Inn at St
Nicholas-at-Wade
originally a 17 century
timber framed pub refitted
in the 1930's and classed
as a CAMRA Regionally
Important Historic Interior.

The main entrance leads
onto a lovely wooden
panelled corridor with
unusual wooden cart
wheels at the sides.

The pub caters for a lot of
lot of dining customers but
there were still a lot of
locals in just for the beer.

It is owned by Patron
Capital ex Punch Taverns.
Mr Patron must have left
his cars outside as there
was an extremely
expensive vintage Rolls
Royce and an E-Type
Jaguar in the car park!

There are quite a few
traditional etched glass
doors and windows inside
advertising the "Billiards
Room" and the "Ladies
Gin Room."

In one of the side rooms
there was an unusual
ancient Duck's Nest
fireplace.
The beer on tap was
Greene King IPA,
Courage Directors and
Hobgoblin; I had the
Directors but unfortunately
I think it was the first one
pulled that day.
Next was The Prince of
Wales in Herne Bay, a
traditional boozer rather
than a real ale pub but
this is a lovely example of
a Victorian pub and it is
owned by Shepherd
Neame.

www.sst.camra.org.uk

In the pub area was a
table skittles game.
The pub served Shepherd
Neame's Spitfire and
Master Brew Bitter which
was excellent but most
people just seemed to be
drinking lager.
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Last but not least, I have
spent over 20 years trying
to find some pretext to
visit this special pub ;
The Red Lion in Snargate

near Romney Marsh also
known as “Doris's”. A
smuggler's pub dating
from around 1540 and,
like my house, it hasn't
been decorated since
1890!
The pub has been in the
same family for over 100
years; landlords /
landladies include: Alf,
Doris and now Katie
Jemison.
It is a Nationally Important
Historic Interior (not 'arf!)
and features in CAMRA’s
Britain’s Best Real
Heritage Pubs book.

Old 1066, Welton's
Horsham and the
delightfully named, Double
Vision Cider! I had Silver

hole a bell rings, that was
the first time I had made
bells ring for quite a while!
A sliding hatch led off into
another little room which I
guess originally was for
"off sales."
Star and it was excellent.
On the wall of the bar are
more CAMRA awards
than you can shake a
stick at! Doris Jemison,
the previous landlady
served behind the bar for
over 60 years and was a
Land Girl during World
War II and the pub is
rammed with memorabilia
from this period.
There is a piano in a side
room and a model train

wall I particularly liked this
one above. Like all good
pubs the toilets are on the
outside!
I could have spent hours
just looking at the
memorabilia never mind
drinking the lovely beers.
Of the dozens of CAMRA
Heritage Interior pubs I
have visited this is the
tops.

The handpulls on the
lovely ancient marble
counter are for show as
the beer is gravity fed

from casks behind the
bar. The beer is locally
sourced Goacher's. They
had Real Mild, Silver Star,

There were many
amusing posters on the

set. The Games Room
had table skittles, darts
and a game I had never
seen before "Toad in the
Hole," where you throw
brass counters onto a
lead covered chair with a
hole in the centre. If you
land your counter in the
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Unfortunately there was
only one other customer
present and given the
isolated nature of the pub
I am not sure if there are
many customers, so go on
make Doris's Day and visit
before it is too late!

THE STEPS
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Real Ale, Real Pub, Real People.
5 CHANGING REAL ALES WE ARE IN THE 2018 GOOD
BEER GUIDE.
QUIZ NIGHTS : TUESDAY
& THURSDAY (MUSIC) AT
9 PM WITH FREE HOT
SUPPER.
SKY SPORTS. LIVE
ENTERTAINMENT LAST
SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
Functions catered for.

Open : Mon-Fri 3.30pm-11pm, Sat Noon-11pm, Sun Noon-10.30pm
the.steps@btconnect.com 0191 4150733.
47 Spout Lane,
2 minutes walk from Washington
Washington,NE38 7HP. Village Green

The Biddick Inn Washington
REAL ALE AVAILABLE
QUIZ NIGHT :
Monday
KARAOKE NIGHTS:
Friday & Saturday
Functions catered for.
Beer Garden with BBQ
and children's playground

Open daily 11am - midnight. Food served noon - 8pm ( Sun 4pm)
Bonemill Lane
Near the banks of the River Wear and
Washington,NE38 8AJ.
Fatfield Bridge - bus stops outside.
www.sst.camra.org.uk
Tel - 0191 4195101
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A MYSTERY TRIP TO WHERE ?
About 3 times a year a
group of us go on a pub
crawl which usually
involves travel by train or
bus. Places visited in
recent years have been
Leeds, Huddersfield and
Edinburgh, plus local
towns and cities. I pick
the pubs using the Good
Beer Guide and
Whatpub, and one of our
group compiles a pub
quiz.
So I got to thinking –
rather than agree
amongst us a
destination, why not do a
mystery trip? So, after a
lot of research I came up
with a destination and
we agreed a suitable
Saturday in October with
only myself knowing the
town(s) and pub(s) we
intended to descend on.
This article is sprinkled
with clues as to where
we visited, with the
added bonus of a
surprise encounter which
certainly made the day.
Have a go with the
questions, the answers
are revealed at the end.
There were 8 of us who
met up for the
customary breakfast in a
large City Centre pub
(next to a very small city
centre pub) that has a
myriad of rooms and a
lengthy walk to the

toilets. The pub is named
after several birds of the
genus Cygnus.
Q1. Name this first pub.
After breakfast we
walked to a large bus
station, then soon
boarded a bus with the
destination Newbrough
on the front. The bus
was packed for the fifty
minute journey west, till
we arrived at a market
town that has an Abbey
and a Railway Station,

After a quick pint and a
round of quiz questions it
was back over the road
to catch the 688 bus,
into the hills to the south
west towards a second
market town.
First we passed a
brewery which opened
in 2006 and shares its
name with our
destination. Some of us
were the first group of
visitors they ever had for
a brewery tour.

Q3 - Name the brewery
(clue left).
The bus soon pulled up
in the second town’s
market place, although
there hasn’t been a
market held since 1868.
although today there was
industrial action – hence
the busy bus.
Q2 - Name this town.
This wasn’t our final
destination however; our
next bus was not for an
hour so directly opposite
the relatively new bus
station (opened 2016) is
The County Hotel.
It has a plush public bar
with three handpulls in
use, one of which,
Wainwright's, would
feature in most of the
pubs that day.

www.sst.camra.org.uk

Q4 - Name the second
town.
There were three pubs,
with two of them literally
next door to one another.
The Golden Lion, a GBG
entry, was too full for all
8 of us to sit down ( well
we are getting on in
years !) so we decided
on The Kings Head next
door, a Marstons pub.
But before we could go
in however, turn over for
something unexpected!

CAMRA Angle 54 - Winter 2018 - 26
walk down the
hill to a former
GBG entry,
under new
ownership, with
excellent food.

Marching across the
market place came some
Star Wars Stormtroopers
(see photo if you don’t
believe me !)

a Cyberman. Inside was a
crowd of people, a long
table with some Dr Who
memorabilia and one
spare table which we
quickly grabbed.
Apparently, to coincide
with the museum opening,
an actor called John
Levene from the Dr Who
series in the 70’s was
signing autographs. On a
table next to him was a
large robotic dog. There
was a steady queue of
fans waiting to pay £5 for
a signed photograph of
this actor.

The Kings Head had only
two beers, Jennings
Cumberland and EPA ;
the latter was another
common beer of the day.
It was also deserted, so
after a pint and another
quick round of quiz
questions we left to suss
out this sc-fi museum.

One of the 4 beers on
offer was called Wolf, from
the local brewery.

We found it across the
Market Place and next
door to the third pub,
which was an Inn
containing this town’ s
name. Outside a crowd of
sci-fi characters, were
gathered, including
Chewbacca, a Dalek and

Another GBG entry is
The Heart of
Northumberland, ( right)
which was filling up and
getting noisy as it was
now early Saturday
evening. So, after another
Wolf, we were getting
hungry and decided to

After feeding our
faces we made
our way up to
the bus station to return
the city. Some of us
decided to finish the
evening off very close to
where we started, in a pub
which included the name
of a small rodent.
Q6 - Name the last 2
pubs.
Going to remote places by
bus highlighted the
problem of a limited
number of pubs to drink
in, and the availability of
public transport.
Still it was a great day, a
different kind of pub crawl.
So where to next ? Well
that’s another mystery!
. Ken Paul

Q5 - Name the dog.
With buses only every 2
hours it was soon time to
head back to civilisation
and the major town.
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Answers :-

1. The Five Swans.
2. Hexham.
3. Allendale Brewery.
4. Allendale Town.
5. K9.
6. The Tannery & Town
Mouse.

Apparently on this very
day, a new sci-fi museum
had opened in the town
centre. Of course
everyone thought I had
planned the trip around
this event but no, a happy
coincidence, honest!
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CAMRA LocAle is an initiative that promotes pubs & clubs stocking locally brewed real ale. Below
is a list of those in the Sunderland & South Tyneside branch that sell beer brewed in
Northumberland, Tyne & Wear and County Durham. If you have any updates please email the
branch Pubs Officer, sst.pubsofficer@gmail.com.
East Boldon

South Shields (contd)

Sunderland (contd)

Boldon Cricket Club

Steamboat

Kings Arms

Mid Boldon Club

Springwell Village

Museum Vaults

East Rainton

Guide Post

Oak Tree Farm

Highfield Hotel

Sunderland

Poetic License

Houghton le Spring

The Avenue

Port of Call

Copt Hill

Chesters

Promenade

Ryhope

Clarendon

Ship Isis

Guide Post

Dun Cow

Washington

South Shields

Fitzgeralds

Courtyard

Marine

Grannie Annies

Sir William de Wessyngton

Ivy House

Below is a list of pubs that offer a discount off real ale for card carrying CAMRA members.
Again, if you have any updates please email sst.pubsofficer@gmail.com
The Avenue, Sunderland - 20p off a pint

Grey Horse, East Boldon - 10p off a pint

Bamburgh, South Shields - 25p off a pint

Guide Post, Ryhope - 20p off a pint

Cask Ale Lounge, South Shields - 15% disc.

Harbour View, Roker - 10% discount Monday
to Friday up to 7pm.
Ivy House, Sunderland - 10% discount

Chaplins, Sunderland - 10% discount on real
ale & food.
Chesters, Sunderland - 10% discount

Longship, Hebburn - 10% discount

Dun Cow, Sunderland - 10% discount

Maltings, South Shields - 15% discount

Engine Room, Sunderland - 10% discount.

Peacock, Sunderland - 10% discount

Fountain, South Shields - 10% discount

Ship Isis, Sunderland - 20p off a pint
Washington Arms, Washington - 10% disc.

The following take 50p discount vouchers for real ale and cider.
Cooper Rose, Sunderland.
Sir William De Wessington, Washington. Wild Boar, Houghton le Spring.
William Jameson, Sunderland.
Wouldhave, South Shields.
Real ale loyalty card for members and non members :Chaplins, Chesters, Fitzgeralds, Guide Post, New Derby- All Sunderland.
Marine - South Shields, Grey Horse - East Boldon.
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THE DUN COW
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Four real ale pumps
ever changing!
Always a choice of two
light and two dark ales,
including locally brewed
as well as established
favourites.
Family and Dog Friendly
OPENING TIMES
Monday - Thursday open from 4-00
Friday open from 3-00
Saturday & Sunday open from 12-00

Live Music
Friday in the lounge BUSKERS
from 9-00
PLUS

Dun Cow ad

How to find us

We’re in Seaton Village, just west off the A19.
Take the Seaham exit and head west into the
Village. Turn left into Hillside Crescent, and
then take the second left. We are at the end
of the cul de sac.

Dun Cow,Seaton Village, Seaham, Co.Durham SR7 0NA
www.sst.camra.org.uk
Tel: 0191 5131133
Facebook: Duncow Seaton-Village
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PUB QUIZ
1
2

Which member of the Monty Python team was born in Harton Hospital , South
Shields in 1943?
In Australia, what creature is known as a chuck?

3

Which is the smallest capital city in the EU?

4

Complete this - Bruce Springsteen and the ________________________

5

In which city would you find Port Vale Football Club?

6

8

The beer of the Sunderland Beer & Cider Festival this year was brewed in which
county?
In 1984 72 year old Jane Snowball of Gateshead was supposedly the first
person in the world to do what with her TV?
What word becomes shorter when you add 2 letters to it?

9

Who uses the title of Duke of Rothesay when he officially visits Scotland?

10

Lewis Hamilton won his first F1 World Title in which year- 2008, 2009, 2010?

11

Espionage Writer David Cornwall is better known by which pen name?

12

And author Robert Galbraith is the pen name of who?

13

Also known as the Robin Hood Tree, what type of tree stands in a dramatic dip in
Hadrian’s Wall?
Which beer won Gold in the Champion Beer of Britain Best Bitter category?

7

14
15

18

Burt Reynolds smuggled a truckload of beer from Texas to Georgia in which
film?
This magazine is sent to the printers as a PDF file. What does PDF stand for?
C wife did
Leofric, The Earl of Mercia must have been
mortified when his
B
C
something on a horse, according to legend, in the 13th Century. What?
What colour shoes did Dorothy wear in the film The Wizard of Oz?

19

Name a fish that begins with a K and ends with a K?

20

Where is this pub (below)?

A16
17

F

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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The Tale of the Globetrotting
Festival Beer Mat
There was a post recently
on the Sunderland &
South Tyneside Facebook
page from Nick Higney,
formerly of South Shields.
He runs a pub called The
Perseverance in
Wraysbury, Berkshire
near Heathrow Airport.
Every November an
elderly gentleman who
served in the Second
World War visits the pub
after doing the
Remembrance Day march
passed the Cenotaph in
London. This chap lives in
Lincolnshire and he
travels to Malta regularly.

one of our festival beer
mats in a pub there,
brought it home and
gifted it to Nick.
Now two other regular
visitors to Malta are Sid &
Lynn Dobson, of this
branch. They took some
beer mats to publicise
the recent Beer & Cider
festival, and it has found
its way back to the UK
again.
So that’s South Tyneside
- Malta- LincolnshireWhitehall & Berkshire.
Thanks to Nick for this
story.

On his last trip he spotted

Quiz Answers
1

Eric Idle

11

John le Carré

2

Chicken

12

JK Rowling

3

Valetta, Malta

13

Sycamore

4

E Street Band

14

Mordue Workie Ticket

5

Stoke on Trent

15

Smokey & the Bandit

6

North Yorkshire ( Melmerby)

16

Portable Document Format

7

17

8

Place an order “online” using
her TV remote and Videotext
Short

Rode naked on horseback
through the streets of Coventry
Ruby red

9

Prince Charles

19

10

2008

20

18

Kilmarnock-its a plaice in
Scotland ! ( Sorry)
Beamish Museum

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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