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THE STEAMBOAT

A Friendly Welcome Guaranteed!
CAMRA’s Sunderland & South Tyneside
Pub of the Year 2015, 2016, 2017 & 2018
Regional Pub of the year 2015 & 2016
Nine ever-changing Cask Ales
70 Whiskies & 50 Rums
Quiz night first Thursday of
every month
27 Mill Dam South Shields
NE33 1EQ Tel: 0191 4540134
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Welcome to the Autumn edition of
CAMRA Angle. This is the time of year
when we look forward to our Sunderland
Beer & Cider festival. See page 11 as a
reminder of last years event.
Now this magazine travels the country
and so here is an email from CAMRA
member, Lester Ford, which we are very
pleased to receive and publish.
“Good evening,
I just wanted to drop you a quick line
to say how much I enjoy reading your
magazine.
I have been a Camra member for over
8 years and am based in South East
London. I visit the "North" regularly
due to my love of non league football,

EDITOR
Ken Paul/ Sid Dobson
Magazine01@sst.camra.org.uk
FANCY YOURSELF AS A
WRITER
WE are always on the lookout for
real ale related stories to be used in
CAMRA ANGLE. They can be
historical or current, locally-based or
involving travel to exotic locations
such as Middlesbrough, Montreal,
Moscow or Morpeth !
The deadline for Issue 54 is
November 30th 2018
CONTACT US
HAVE you got opinion on the pubs
or beers available in our branch
area, or on any other matter? Get
writing now, and let our readers
know what you think. We also
welcome comments about the
magazine. Please email us at
Magazine01@sst.camra.org.uk.
****
CAMRA ANGLE is published by the
Sunderland & South Tyneside
Branch of CAMRA © 2018 . Views
or comments expressed in this
publication may not be necessarily
those of the Editor or of CAMRA.

rugby league and of course good
quality ale.
Every time I'm in the North East (most
recently last week) I always search
pubs for a copy of your publication. I
grab 2 copies, one which i read and
then pass around like minded friends
in London and one for a like minded
friend based in Halifax.
The articles and pub reports are
always a good read and it's also great
to know about new and sadly closed
pubs from which i comprise a list for
my next visit.
Keep up the good work.
Best regards,
Lester”

In this issue…
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North East Pub of the Year 2018
Great British Beer Festival
Sunderland Beer & Cider Festival
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Manchester - Carlisle with the
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Branch Contact Information

Chairman

Michael Wynne

chair@sst.camra.org.uk

Secretary

Lynn Dobson

secretary@sst.camra.org.uk

Treasurer

Steve Drummond

treasurer@sst.camra.org.uk

Membership

Keith Lakeman

members@sst.camra.org.uk

Magazine Editor

Ken Paul / Sid Dobson magazine01@sst.camra.org.uk

Webmaster & Social Media. Ian Monteith-Preston

webmin@sst.camra.org.uk

Pubs & Clubs

Ken Paul

pubsofficer@sst.camra.org.uk

Cider Rep.

Steve Clough

cider@sst.camra.org.uk

Social Secretary

Robin Sanderson

social@sst.camra.org.uk

Darwin/ Brewlab BLO

Michael Wynne

DarwinBLO@sst.camra.org.uk

Maxim BLO

Ian Monteith-Preston

MaximBLO@sst.camra.org.uk

Pubs Preservation

Dave Craggs

pubpreservation@sst.camra.org.uk

DIARY DATES

PUBLIC TRANSPORT INFORMATION

SEPTEMBER
Some useful contact details for Tyne &
Wear Metro and local bus services.
Arriva 0844 8004411

www.arrivabus.co.uk
/north-east/

Go North East 0845 606 0260

www.gonortheast.co.uk

Nexus ( Metro & Buses) - www.nexus.org.uk/
0191 2020747
Stagecoach 0191 5675251

www.stagecoachbus.
com/about/north-east

Traveline North East 0871 2002233

www.travelinenortheast.
Info

CHAMPION BEER OF
BRITAIN VOTING
OPENS

September 1st 2018

BRANCH MEETING

Wed 12th September 8pm,
Steamboat, South Shields

2019 GOOD BEER
GUIDE LAUNCH

Thurs 13th September 5pm,
Fitzgeralds Sunderland

DARLINGTON RHYTHM Sunday 16th September **
& BLUES FESTIVAL
ROOSTERS BREWERY Saturday 22nd September,
Knaresborough **
OPEN DAY
**

TRADING STANDARDS

OCTOBER

If you have any complaint about your beer or
cider, such as poor quality, short measures or
no price list displayed, you should mention it to
the pub management in the first instance. If you
need to pursue the compliant further, we
recommend contacting the local Trading
Standards Office. Contact details are given
below :SOUTH TYNESIDE

SUNDERLAND

Look out for announcements from
our Social Secretary .

0191 4247887 for
residents or Citizens
Advice Consumer
Service on 03454
040506
Contact Citizens
Consumer
Advice
Service on 03454
040506.

SUNDERLAND BEER &
CIDER FESTIVAL
BRANCH MEETING

JOHN HOLLAND
MEMORIAL WANDER
LOBBY PARLIAMENT
DAY

Thurs October 4th - Saturday
October 6th, The Point,
Sunderland
Wednesday Oct 10th venue TBA

Tuesday October 16th ,
Wheatsheaf Felling 7pm
Tuesday 30th October

NOVEMBER
CHAMPION BEER OF
BRITAIN VOTING
CLOSES

November 1st 2018

REGIONAL MEETING DARLINGTON. VENUE
TBA

Saturday 3rd November 1pm

BRANCH MEETING

Wednesday Nov 14th venue TBA

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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Members Matter
Sunderland & South Tyneside branch membership is 648. .
Other branches in the region : - Cleveland 889, Darlington 458, Durham, 819,
Tyneside & Northumberland 2128.
Nationally as of end of August, membership stands at 192051 (191593) in June
See page 31 for details of how to join..

Thanks for having us
Many thanks to The Harbour View for their hospitality in hosting a
recent branch meeting, and The Mid Boldon Club for our beer festival
planning meetings. For details of future meetings, see our Notice
board on page 4.
ADVERTISING YOUR BUSINESS
CAMRA Angle is published 4 times a year,in March, June,
September & December. Nearly 3000 copies are distributed
throughout the North East (and beyond) and is a popular download
from our website :- htt://camraangle.sst.camra.org.uk/cangle.php.
INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING IN ISSUE 54 DUE DEC 2018 ?
SEE RATES BELOW
ADVERTISING RATES
Full page ( single issue)…..£90
Full page (4 consecutive issues)…..£81 per issue.
Half page ( single issue)…..£55
Half page (4 consecutive issues)…..£50 per issue.
Quarter page ( single issue)…..£35
Quarter page ( 4 consecutive issues)…..£31.50 per issue.
A free design service for adverts is available if required. For further
details please email ads01@sst.camra.org.uk
In this issue we have adverts for the Branch Pub of the Year,
The Steamboat South Shields, Maxim Brewery, The Station
House Durham, The Biddick Inn & The Steps, both Washington.
The Dun Cow Seaton, The Ivy House Sunderland, The Avenue
Roker, Chaplins Sunderland ( NEW) .
Please support our advertisers, for without them we would not
be able to present CAMRA Angle for your enjoyment and
information.

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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Pub News
Newbottle

The Sun Inn has real ale
back on, in the form of a
handpull serving Doom
Bar.
South Shields.

As reported in the online
branch newsletter last
month, The Rose &
Crown ( The Rosie) has
been sold to South
Tyneside council. The pub
is right in the middle of a
planned riverside
redevelopment area. The
current licensees, Karen &
Chris have taken on the
lease for at least the next
12 months.
Sunderland.
The Clarendon
( formerly the Butchers
Arms) has been
refurbished and reopened
by John Taylor

The Criterion in the Town
Centre closed in 2012 and
was converted into a
bookmakers. It is now
having a major refit with a
planned opening of
September 2018. The
intention is to refurbish the
three upper floors - with
the ground floor ( once the
bar ) remaining as a
bookies. It is too early to
tell if real ale will be
available
The picture above was
taken in July showing
evidence of its previous
life. Note the bracket
where the pub sign used
to hang.

www.sst.camra.org.uk
www.sst.camra.org.uk

of the Stables Brewery
and is selling real ale
again. There are three
handpulls with beers from
the brewery.

Pub
News
CAMRA
Angle 53 Continued
- Autumn 2018 - 7
The Crowtree pub and
cafe bar ( opposite our
beer festival venue, The
Point ) has closed after a
brief opening and a
dabble at real ale. The
Pubco owner, Star
(Heineken UK) are looking
for a new licensee.

Washington.

Further Afield

The Teal Farm, a
Marstons pub, is now on
for its 5th management
team. Three handpulls are
still available.

Seaham - The Coal
House,
Refurbishment of a former
bookmakers, celebrating
the coal mining heritage of
the area, with four
changing cask beers.

PUB CLOSURES
Every 6 months CAMRA
produces a report of pub
closures throughout the UK.
It details pub closures and
does not include openings.
The latest report covers
those known to have closed
between 1st January 2018
and 31st July 2018, with
comparative data for the
previous 12 months.
The total closures are given

Total UK Pub
Closures
Jan-Jun 2018
Jul-Dec 2017
Jan-Jun 2017
Jul-Dec 2016

Closures
476
463
525
455

( permanent and non
permanent). Temporary
closures, e.g. for
refurbishment are not
included.
The data has been
compiled by CAMRA’s
Whatpub online pub guide,
which covers about 47500
pubs in the UK.
This is estimated to
represent 95% of all
currently open pubs.

Per
Week
18.3
17.8
20.2
17.5

From the table on the right you
can see that The North East has
fared better than the rest of the
country regarding pub closures. But
we shouldn’t be too complacent.

Information is collated by
several thousand CAMRA
members who provide
updates on pubs to the
220 CAMRA branches
maintaining the Whatpub
database, and report to
branches on pubs opening
and closing. Branches then
monitor these pub closures
and record the key details
including when and why.

Total closures Closures
Jan- Jun 18
East England
47
East Midlands
48
Gtr London
54
North East
13
North West
61
Scotland & NI
14
South East
61
South West
56
Wales
31
West Mids
39
Yorks Humber
52

CAMRA is calling on the
Government to abandon upcoming
increases to the tax paid by pubs in
November's Budget. Current plans
will see beer duty rise by around
2p per pint, and pubs are set to
lose £1,000 in business rate
www.sst.camra.org.uk
relief.

%
1.3
1.1
1.3
0.7
0.9
0.4
1
1.1
1
0.9
1.1

Jan-18 Jun-18
3498
4242
4162
1895
6513
3601
6399
5180
3006
4341
4788

3451
4194
4108
1882
6452
3591
6338
5124
2977
4302
4736
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THE NORTH EAST
PUB OF THE YEAR
2018
On the day that England progressed beyond
the World Cup quarter finals by beating
Sweden 2-0, a dedicated group of CAMRA
members visited contenders in the other
branches for the above award. Here are a
selection of photographs from the day.

QUAKERHOUSE - DARLINGTON

TOWN MOUSE - NEWCASTLE
(BELOW)

THREE HORSE SHOES- LEAMSIDE ( ABOVE)

GOLDEN SMOG STOCKTON

AND THE WINNER IS:-

The Golden Smog.
Runner up -The Victoria with The Steamboat in
third place.
The presentation to the winner is planned for
Saturday October 27th 2018.

www.sst.camra.org.uk

VICTORIA DURHAM
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Maxim
Brewery
News
Seasonal/special beers
available locally since
last CAMRA Angle : ·

·

·

·

·
·

·

Topaz 4.4% a new
South Pacific Pale
Ale.
Maxim Wheat Beer,
new 4.1%, naturally
cloudy, using German
& Czech hops.
Football Crazy, new
5.6% IPA with
Centennial & Simcoe
hops.
Timelord 4% Pale Ale
with Cascade,
Chinook, Galaxy &
Citra hops.
Raspberry Porter 5%
Amarillo 4% Pale Ale
with single amarillo
hop.
Simcoe Kid 4.5%
Pale Ale single
hopped with simcoe

Due soon :·
·

Maverick 4.6%
American Brown Ale.
Equinox 4.3% single
hopped Pale Ale.

Appearances at national
events:·

·

The brewery had
three beers in the
“2018 SPBW National
Woodfest”: Double
Maxim, Maximus &
Timelord.
They’re provided
Amarillo to this year’s
CAMRA Great British
Beer Festival ( See
next page).

Recent Awards:
SIBA North East (York):
Raspberry Porter: Gold
Medal winner in North
East regional “Cask

www.sst.camra.org.uk

Speciality mid to dark
beer.”
At the brewery:
Brewery “Open Bar
Nights”. The first Friday of
the month, well received
by local Houghton-LeSpring real ale drinkers &
members of this branch,
all welcome.
The Brewery shop is
usually open Tues-Friday,
12:00-17:00. With a
selection of bottles, mini
casks & other branded
gifts, beer gift packs etc.
(Worth ringing in advance
to check exactly what is
available: Brewery
telephone number for
enquiries is 0191-5848844}

Ian Monteith Preston
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GREAT BRITISH BEER FESTIVAL 2018
I travelled down to the
CAMRA Great British
Beer Festival 2018 in
Olympia London on
August 9th for the
umpteenth time to meet
former work colleagues for
our annual get together.

And the verdict? Well I
like dark beers and this
stout was Ok, nothing

exceptional. For me the
best beer was Greene
King 5X, a 12% barley
wine- a new one for me.

First some statistics - in
the huge venue there
were over 30 bars, nearly
500 British Beers, over
100 ciders & perries and
about 300 international
beers.
On the first evening of the
event the Champion Beer
of Britain ( CBOB) was
announced - see panel
below.

From our branch, there
was one representative,
Maxim Amarillo which
was a great way to start
the long session. There
were also some beers
from other local brewers
including Big Lamp,
Durham and Mordue.

The chances of tasting the
winner every year has
always proved to be a
challenge, as it sells out
fast and there is usually a
long queue. However this
time, I was the queue! I
just happened to be there
when a fresh cask was
ready - see right.

Same time next year!

Ken Paul

CHAMPION BEER OF BRITAIN 2018
SUPREME CHAMPION
SILVER

Siren - Broken Dream Breakfast
Stout ( Berkshire)
Green Jack - Ripper ( Suffolk)

BRONZE

Mordue Workie Ticket ( Supreme
Champion in 1997)
For a breakdown of each style :https://www.gbbf.org.uk/news/champion-beer-of-britain/
Camra members should have received a communication to
vote for the next Champion Beer of Britain.

www.sst.camra.org.uk

THE AVENUE.
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Zetland Street, Roker, Sunderland, SR6 0EQ
Tel :- 0191 5677412.
Website : theavenue.pub. Facebook : theavenueroker

● 8 handpulls serving real ales & ciders.
● 20p a pint discount for card carrying CAMRA members
● We are in The 2018 Good Beer Guide.
MONDAY - Poker Night.
TUESDAY - Bingo.
WEDNESDAY - Free Pool & Jukebox.
THURSDAY - Quiz Night.
SUNDAY - Domino Handicap.
Function Room , Beer Garden, Upstairs Games Room
SKY SPORTS and BT SPORT
WE ARE HERE

For any forthcoming events please
see our Facebook page
.

.
Bus Stops for Sunderland - South Shields
Service E1 are nearby on Roker Avenue.

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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As the front of this issue shows, our
beer festival is nearly upon us and
planning is well advanced.
Here is a selection of photographs
taken before and during the festival
last year, as a reminder for those of
you who attended and a foretaste for
new visitors that couldn’t make it last
time.

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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BOOK REVIEWS
CAMRA’s Essential
Home Brewing, the

Written by Andy Parker,
brewer and owner of
Elusive Brewing in
Berkshire, and Graham
Wheeler, internationally
renowned authority on
home brewing, CAMRA’s
Essential Home Brewing
provides an introduction to
homebrewing in a way
that is easy to understand
and follow.

must have new pocket
book for both old hands
and novice homebrewers,
is now available.
Ever since real ale
captured the nations’s
imagination in the 1970’s,
dedicated beer lovers
have been trying to brew
their own to replicate
some of the fantastic
recipes and flavours out
there. Even if you have
never brewed before, or
your brewing kit is
gathering dust
somewhere, this book can
help you get started on a
new exciting hobby.

The third edition of

CAMRA’s Peak
District Pub Walks, a
pocket- sized travellers
guide to some of the best
walking and pubs in the
Peak District, is now
available.
.
.

For old hands at brewing,
you can expand your
brewing repertoire with
over 30 recipes from
leading British and
international brewers.

This guide can be ordered
from CAMRA books for
£11.99 ( CAMRA
Members - £7.99) plus
postage

Easy to follow instructions
and a variety of beer
styles and recipes make
this the perfect companion
to suit everyones taste.

https://shop.camra.org.uk/
books/essential-homebrewing.html

The breathtaking views and
rolling hills of the Peak
District have long captured
public imagination and are
home to some of the most
unique and isolated pubs in
the UK.

useful information about
local transport and
accommodation. Since the
last edition, it has been
completely updated to
reflect changes to the areas
pub and beer scene. This
third edition includes new or
altered routes and many
new pubs to enjoy. Easy to
use ordnance survey maps
and concise route
information make it perfect
for casual walks and more
serious hikes.

This book will guide hikers
through this stunning
national park. highlighting
some of the best walking
and best pubs in the area,
with options for any skill set
and ability.
Written by Bob Steel, a
geographer and keen
walker, this book explores
some of the region’s
fascinating industrial
heritage. It also contains

www.sst.camra.org.uk

The guide is available from
CAMRA books for £12.99
(CAMRA Members £9.99)
plus postage.
https://shop.camra.org.uk/b
ooks/pdpw.html
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MANCHESTER TO CARLISLE WITH
THE FLYING SCOTSMAN by Terry Ford
MANCHESTER
This boy's lifetime dream
trip on The Flying
Scotsman leaving from
Manchester enabled me
to sample some of
Manchester's Heritage
Interior pubs.

Next was The Hare &
Hounds, originally built in
1800 but remodelled in

It served 8 real ales when
I was there, including one
of my favourites - Jaipur
from Thornbridge.

First off was The Marble
Arch, ( below ) a Grade II

1925 when the brown
ceramic front was put on.
There are 2 rooms
decorated with dark brown
wood and brown tiling and
is in near original
condition.

The 4th was the curiously
named Mr Thomas's
Chop House built in 1867
but largely dates from
1901.

listed building built in 1888
with a polished marble
exterior built in the gothic
style.
Inside has coloured
glazed bricks of yellow
and cream with lettering
such as "ALE &
PORTER."

I ordered the oddly named
pint of "Pint" a lovely light
ale ; we ate here and the
food was gorgeous.

3rd was The Crown &
Kettle with the most
ornate ceiling that I have
ever seen. Unfortunately
fire damaged it during an
arson attack.
Built about 1800 this is a
Grade II listed building
and was closed for 16
years after the fire.
www.sst.camra.org.uk

The exterior is red brick
and terracotta while the
interior is largely green
tiling on the walls and
white and black tiling on
the floor.

A "Chop House" is where
Victorian gentlemen used
to go to eat, drink and
discuss business.
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special, our meal was
canny though.

There is a small
modernish bar area with
two large restaurant
areas behind it. The
walls are decorated with
photos of Manchester's
great and good.
I had Landlord and Gales
Seafarers both were in
excellent condition.
As its name suggests it is
more geared towards food
but the bar area was often
rammed with people.
Manchester has some
wonderful old pubs kept
in excellent condition, I
only sampled a few of
them, I just need another
excuse to go back now,
shame I can't stand
football!

Next stop looked a better
prospect - even the lamp
post outside the pub was
tipsy and in danger of
falling over! The Howard

Above the bar is a plaque
recording the fact that this
was a "state managed
pub." In 1916 in an effort
to increase production
over 300 pubs and
breweries were
nationalised around

Carlisle (The Carlisle
Experiment).
Buying a round was illegal
(No Treating Order) and
could get you 6 months
imprisonment (I drink with
a bloke on Friday night
who still believes this to
be the law! )

CARLISLE
The first stop after
alighting from The Flying
Scotsman was the oldest
pub in Carlisle, The
Sportsman. Built in 1747
this is a grade II listed
building. It has one large
room with a small bar at
the back, and lots of
tables, suggesting food
has more prominence
than ale.

David Lloyd George
famously said: 'We are
fighting Germany, Austria
and drink, and so far as I
can see the greatest of
these deadly foes is
drink”..I'll drink to that..Hic!
Today , as part of this
temperance message only
2 beers were on offerJennings Cumberland and
Wainwright, both were
reasonable but nothing

www.sst.camra.org.uk

Arm is another grade II
listed building built about
1865 with a magnificent
tiled exterior, which was
covered over in 1916 as
part of a ban on
advertising beer and was
not rediscovered until
1979!
Owned by Star AKA
Heineken, this has a
traditional interior with
dark wood panelling and
a central bar selling Dizzy
Blonde and Theakston's
Best Bitter, I had the latter
and it was excellent.
Being dinner time there
was quite a few people
having meals but also
drinkers as well, it
certainly felt like a real
local.

Continues ►►
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MANCHESTER TO CARLISLE WITH THE
FLYING SCOTSMAN - continued
Pub number 3 was the
oddly named The Fat
Gadgie, (do I own this
pub? ) Formerly called
The Moo Bar this
micropub has a minimalist
interior i.e. Nowt Inside It.

the bar this more than
made up for the lack of
clientele.
I had the Ghyll Golden Ale
from Fell Brewery at 3.7%
a nicely balanced golden
ale with some fruitiness.
They also had
Thornbridge Wye
Cucumber Pale Ale
(sounds disgusting),
Devon Red Cider and
Moor Beer Company
Raw at 4.3%.

With only two other people
in the bar it naturally
lacked any atmosphere
but with 6 hand pulls on

I particularly liked the
way they had used my
portrait for their pub sign!

Now in its 46th edition, the beer-lovers’ bible is
fully revised and updated each year to feature
recommended pubs across the United Kingdom
that serve the best real ale.
The Guide is completely independent, with
listings based entirely on evaluation by CAMRA
members. The unique breweries section lists
every brewery – micro, regional and national –
that produces real ale in the UK as well as
describing their core beers. Tasting notes for the
beers, compiled by CAMRA-trained tasting
teams, are also included.
This is the complete book for beer lovers and for
anyone wanting to experience the UK’s finest
pubs.

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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TRADEMARK NUMBER 1.
Legend has it that on a
cold December 31st , 1875
a Bass employee had a
unique New Year’s Eve
celebration. He was first in
the queue outside the UK
Trademark
Registration Office, as
the UK's Trade Marks
Registration Act was
due to come into effect

he wasn’t a volunteer, he
didn’t see it that way) was
successful in registering
the Bass Red Triangle, Trademark No 1 for their
pale ale and the Bass

of CAMRA Angle. That
sowed the seed for my trip
there.
Now the beer in question,
Draught Bass is brewed
by Marston’s, close to the
Brewery Centre, under
contract for AB InBev. It
has a malty/caramel
flavour with a light hop
bitterness. The beer is
quite rare in our area and I
could be wrong in stating
that the sole cask outlet
for it is The Stags Head in
South Shields, the only

Red Diamond –
Trademark No 2 for
their strong ale. The
brewery name at that
time was called Bass,
Ratcliff & Gretton Ltd.

on the following day, 1st
January 1876.
The unnamed hero of the
hour (although I’m sure as

This story is told at the
National Brewery
Centre in Burton on Trent,
where I had a fascinating
afternoon at the beginning
of July. An article about a
visit appeared in Issue 50

regular real ale they sell.

Ken Paul

BURTONISATION On the tour of the Brewery
Centre we were told about
the sulphurous smell
coming from waters
beneath Burton on Trent.
In particular, Marstons
Pedigree is known for the
whiff of sulphur that
emanates from the
sulphates rich springs

Burtonisation is the process FURTHER READING
brewers use to enhance the
Gone for a Burton by Terry
flavour of the hops in pale
Ford. - CAMRA Angle Issue
beers by adding sulphate.
50 page 20
See the article on page 18 http://camraangle.sst.camra
.org.uk/documents/Issue50.
about a CAMRA Beer
Tasting Panel.
pdf
Marstons Pedigree - 300
Beers To Try Before You
Die by Roger Protz.

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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CAMRA BEER TASTING PANEL
Now I have a confession
to make, I cant smell beer.
Well, that is a slight
exaggeration; I’m OK with
chocolate malt and fruity
beers like Titanic Plum
Porter or Brass Castle
Bad Kitty. I’m also Ok with
most foods, and can
sense a fish and chip
shop a hundred yards
away.

We were handed a
couple of sheets of tasting
cards, four per card. A
quick calculation meant up
to 8 beers for the night.
Note I said beers and not
pints - we were given
half pint glasses with just
under a third of a pint per
tasting. They were served
in strength order from low
to high.

So it was with this
background I put my
name down for my first
ever CAMRA Beer tasting
panel. It was held as a
closed session in the
Station House, Durham.

These were the beers :Mordue Summertime,
Mordue Workie Ticket,
Errant Mechanic,
Hadrian & Border Tyneside Brown,
Allendale Wolf,
Consett Stout
& Durham Redemption –
more on that one later.
Over the page is a copy
of tasting card for the
Consett Stout. Before
tasting we were asked to
indicated the style,
method of dispense,
colour, clarity and head.

There were 14 of us from
North East CAMRA
branches and a good
night was had by all. We
were all given strict
instructions before the
event : “avoid alcohol and
strong tasting food” !
After a brief introduction
sniffing various liquids in
glass vials, I think I got 1
out of 15 right (the sulphur
smell), it was down to the
tasting.

Then it was Aroma,
followed by Taste, then
Aftertaste. As I stated at
the beginning, aroma is
my weak spot but I had a
go and came up with the
results you see.
This stout was very nearly
the beer of the night for
me, that is until the
Redemption made its
appearance.

www.sst.camra.org.uk

From nearby Durham
Brewery and as it turned
out, this was a one off, so
by the time you read this,
its gone!

My notes say it had a
Whisky Aroma (so I got
that one !) with a Malty
Whisky sweetness and a
smooth clean flavour. Oh,
nearly forgot, it was 12%.
The forms we all
completed were collected
in to be collated with other
panels over a period of
time and once a year,
usually in November,
results are analysed.
Thanks to Jan Anderson
& Chris Mansfield for
organising and hosting the
very informative evening.
If you are interested in
joining a tasting panel,
contact your local CAMRA
branch.
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So, using the abbreviations table below, you can see that, in my opinion, the Style was Stout,
the method of Dispense was Gravity, the Temperature was less than 12 deg ( actually 11 deg),
the Colour was Black, Clarity was Clear, the Head was Small, Carbonation was Low and
Mouthfeel was Creamy.
Abbreviations
Style
M-Mild, B=Bitter, BB= Best Bitter, SB=Strong Bitter, GA= Golden Ale,
Sp=Speciality Beer, OA/SM=Old Ale/Strong Mild, P=Porter, St=Stout,
BW/SOA- Barley Wine/Strong Old Ale
Dispense
H=Handpump, G=Gravity, E=Electric or gas pump, A=Air Pressure,
SP=Sparkler, SW=Swan Neck, RAIB=Real Ale in a Bottle
Temp
Beer is at Cellar Temperature , below 12 deg C or above 14 deg C
Colour
Bl=Black, DB=Dark Brown, Rd=Red, Br=Brown, Ta=Tawny, Co=Copper,
PB=Pale Brown, Am=Amber, Go=Gold, Ye=Yellow, St=Straw
Clarity
Br=Bright, Clr=Clear, Ha=Hazy, Cld=Cloudy
Head
Ti=Tight, Lo=Loose, Cl=Clingy, Bi=Big, Me=Medium, Sm=Small, No=None
Carbonation
Hi= High, Me=Medium, Lo=Low, Fl=Flat
Mouthfeel
Sm=Smooth, Cr=Creamy, Gr=Grainy, Wa=Watery, Ot=Other

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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REMEMBERING THE CITY’S BREWERY

At the beginning of June, I
received a Tweet from the
Chesters promoting a
Vaux Nostalgia Evening at
the pub on Friday 15
June.
It is 19 years since the
brewery closed with the
loss of nearly 600 jobs,
popular local beers and
ultimately some excellent
pubs.
The biggest blot on
landscape from the wilful
destruction of a profitable
company has been the
wasteland that had been
the site of the brewery.

The trials and tribulations
of the brewery site have
been well documented in
the local press; so I won’t
go into it here. For an
insight into the tragedy
surrounding the
company’s demise, read
Sir Paul Nicholson’s book
“Brewer at Bay”.
There has been significant
revitalisation on the
brewery site, but I think
most people in the city
would prefer that it was
still a working brewery.
Cameron’s in Hartlepool is
now the only example of
an established large
independent brewery left
in the north.
The event took place in
the large first floor function
room of the pub ( pictured)
and there was a large
collection of brewery
signage, pump clips, keg

fonts, clothing including
Sunderland shirts and
Bradford Bulls rugby
league shirts with Vaux as
sponsors.

A Power Point
presentation with old pub
pictures from Ron
Lawson’s extensive
collection was shown and
real ale was available
from Maxim’s bar with
Double Maxim, Samson
representing the Vaux
connection and Swedish
Blond bringing the story
up to date.

Michael Wynne

SPBW NORTH EAST NEWS
The second National
Woodfest took place at the
beginning of July in The
Exchange in North Shields.

Around 70 real ales all
served from wooden casks
were on offer over the three
days of the festival. Local
brewers represented
included Big Lamp, Box
Social, Three Kings and our
own Maxim.
Before the start of the
festival, a blind tasting was
held to find the Champion
Beer from the Wood.

www.sst.camra.org.uk

The panel included brewers,
local CAMRA members, beer
writers and was chaired by
former Good Beer Guide
editor Roger Protz.
This year’s supreme
champion, usually only
available in keg, was
Wylam Hickey the Rake.

Michael Wynne

THE STEPS
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Real Ale, Real Pub, Real People.
5 CHANGING REAL ALES WE ARE IN THE 2018 GOOD
BEER GUIDE.
QUIZ NIGHTS : TUESDAY
& THURSDAY (MUSIC) AT
9 PM WITH FREE HOT
SUPPER.
SKY SPORTS. LIVE
ENTERTAINMENT LAST
SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
Functions catered for.

Open : Mon-Fri 3.30pm-11pm, Sat Noon-11pm, Sun Noon-10.30pm
the.steps@btconnect.com 0191 4150733.
47 Spout Lane,
2 minutes walk from Washington
Washington,NE38 7HP. Village Green

The Biddick Inn Washington
REAL ALE AVAILABLE
QUIZ NIGHT :
Monday
KARAOKE NIGHTS:
Friday & Saturday
Functions catered for.
Beer Garden with BBQ
and children's playground

Open daily 11am - midnight. Food served noon - 8pm ( Sun 4pm)
Bonemill Lane
Near the banks of the River Wear and
Washington,NE38 8AJ.
Fatfield Bridge - bus stops outside.
www.sst.camra.org.uk
Tel - 0191 4195101
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WASHINGTON WANDER - THEN & NOW
In the second edition of
CAMRA Angle , published
in the Autumn of 2002,
Michael Wynne wrote
about a Washington pub
crawl. At that time there
were only 4 known real
ale pubs in the town, now
there are 13.

usually one or two real
ales on offer.

The wander started at the
Sir William De
Wessington
(Wetherspoons), which
had opened earlier that
year. The next pub on the
list was The Steps and to
get there the route was,
as it is today ,to walk
down Spout Lane. A
comment was made about
passing an Indian
restaurant. This no longer
exists. It was part the
welfare hall which was
demolished to make way
for a large sheltered
accommodation scheme.

Fast forward to 2014 and
the publication of the
CAMRA Washington
Real Ale Trail, launched
to coincide with the town’s
50 anniversary. Research
in the form of another two
wanders took in 7 pubs,

The Steps at that time
was part of the Sir John
Fitzgeralds group and had
3 handpulls. Today there
are 5 and the pub is a
Greene King free house,
without Greene King real
ales.

the additional ones being
The Washington Arms,
( above) , The Biddick
and The Havelock.

After the Steps the
wander made its way to
The Sandpiper, which
was a key real ale outlet,
belonging to the Laurel
Pub Company. Then,
there were 5 handpulls
with Castle Eden Ale a
featured beer. Now a
Green King Pub, there is

Leaving the Sandpiper,
the final stop on the walk
was The Courtyard,
which in those days had 2
cask ales. Today there are
8 handpulls and real cider.

I have done this pub crawl
a few times since then but
have failed to get beyond
the village.

The most recent attempt
to escape this black hole
was to start at Spoons
and end at the Havelock.
Our genial host at the
Steps, the 2nd stop,
tempted us with some
free sausages, which
he prepared while we
nipped along to the
Arms for a pint.
So to quote Hotel
California by the
Eagles,
“ You can check out any
time you like, but you can
never leave.”

Ken Paul
A group of CAMRA
members assembled at
the Will De Wess for the
launch with the intention
of doing all 7 pubs, but
failed once they arrived in
Washington Village, home
of the Steps and the
Washington Arms. The
latter ran out of real ale so
they headed straight back
to the Steps for some
complimentary chips to go
with the excellent ale.

www.sst.camra.org.uk

FURTHER READING
Washington Wander by
Michael Wynne - CAMRA
Angle Issue 2 page 8
http://camraangle.sst.camra.
org.uk/documents/Issue02.
pdf
Washington Real Ale Pubs
http://camraangle.sst.camra.
org.uk/documents/WtonReal
AleTrail.pdf
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CIDER UPDATE by The Inncider
October is CAMRA’s
Cider Promotion Month.
So this article looks at
cider cooling in pubs.
The last few years have
seen an increase in real
cider available in pubs &
clubs. However it is
important, just like real
ale, that the cider or perry
is subject to temperature
control. If it is stored at the
right temperature,
customers are more likely
to return and have
another.
Like real ale, real cider
can become stale or go
off it not kept at the right
temperature, typically
between 10-14 degrees.
Note that cider containers
such as tubs or Bag in a
Box are plastic so they
are good insulators.

Several cooling systems
help to achieve this. Here
are the most common.
Some pubs have their box
or tub in the cellar with the
real ale and is served by
handpull or on draft. The
latter means the staff
having to leave the bar
area to visit the cellar.
If there is space, boxes
can slot into many fridges
behind the bar. This is fine
but the fridge may hold
other drinks that are kept
below cellar temperature,
which can lead to the
cider being served too
cold. Ideally the fridge
should be set to cellar
temperature, 10-14
degrees.
Some pubs have dummy
handpulls. These indicate

on the pump clip the cider
available. The actual drink
is in the cellar or in a
fridge or chilled area
somewhere.
These examples are the
most common but other
methods could be cider
saddles, similar to those
keep real ale casks cool,
ice packs, or cold wet
towels. The disadvantage
of the last two is they will
warm up.
So next time you are in a
pub selling cider or perry,
order one and see how it
is dispensed.
More information on
CAMRA's national cider
and perry campaigns can
be found at
www.camra.org.uk/cider

PUBS IN THE BRANCH THAT SELL REAL CIDER
Houghton Le Spring

South Shields (cont)

Sunderland (cont)

Wild Boar

Wouldhave

Kings Arms

South Shields

Sunderland

Peacock

Alum Ale House

Avenue

Ship Isis

Fountain

Chaplins

William Jameson

Marine

Chesters

Washington

Steamboat

Dun Cow

Courtyard

Voyager

Engine Room

Sir William de Wessington

Ivy House
Please contact the magazine if you have any updates - Thanks.

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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THREE STATION PUBS
Various publications in the
past have written about
pubs in stations. I like
pubs and I like trains, so
why not give it a go?

collection of old tables and
chairs behind the platform
railings.
Inside the furniture is

The Waiting
Room - Durham
Station

In the past I have visited
some of the larger pubs in
stations, such as the
Centurion, Newcastle,
York Tap, York and the
Parcel Yard, Kings Cross
London. But my selection
for this article are
somewhat smaller.
So here are there I have
visited over the summer. .

Opening earlier this
year, The Waiting Room
is on the Northbound
Platform, in the former
pretty much the same,
obviously rescued from a
skip (the pub freely admits
this on their website).
The pub is littered with
bric-a-brac including
books, old suitcases
and a vacuum cleaner,
although I think the
latter was there
because the
hoovering had just
been done!

The Left Luggage
RoomMonkseaton
Station.
Arriving by Metro, on the
Southbound Platform
heading towards Whitley
Bay, the pub can be found
in the former left luggage
room and parcels office.
It was opened in the
summer of 2016 and the
first thing you see is the
outside drinking area, a

day. Sitting outside was a
great way of watching the
world go by as the Metro
trains came and went.

They have six handpulls
with a range of changing
beers, and because of the
outside seating a mixture
of glass and plastic
glasses, not the floppy
type but glass look alike
ones.
I had a pint of Thornbridge
Beadeca’s Well Porter
which was OK. Perhaps it
was the plastic glass, or
the first pint of the day (it
was just after opening
time) or the heat of the

www.sst.camra.org.uk

waiting room. When it first
opening it was just the
inside bar but now a
smart outside seating area

has been provided with
direct access to the
platform.
There were three
handpulls, all serving local
ales.

Continues ►►
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THREE STATION PUBS -Continued
I had Durham Nelson
Sauvin IPA but I thought
expensive at £4 a pint.
I found out later they offer
CAMRA Discount, but we
are not supposed to
expect it now are we?
Despite it being midafternoon it was quiet,
and no one who got on or
off the half a dozen trains
that pulled in and out
visited the pub.
It was a hot day and
outside, under the large
glass station building
awning, it was like a
greenhouse, whereas
inside was quite cool.
Again, great to watch the
trains, mainline ones this
time.

The Waiting Room
- Whitby Station
This one is my favourite,
having now visited it twice.
The smallest of the three,
which Whatpub describes
as “6 yards square”, this
occupies a former picture
gallery in the town’s
station building.
As well as being the
terminus of the Esk Valley
mail line railway from
Middlesborough, it is also
the northern end of the
North Yorks
Moors Railway.

With 6 handpulls, each
real ale was priced at
£3.60 and the ciders at
£3.80 and - importantlyclearly indicated on a
giant blackboard. Unlike a
lot of pubs who seem to
hide their prices away.
So with like minded
clientele this oasis in a
sea of busy Whitby
touristy pubs, away from
the crowds, fish & chips
and seagulls, the Waiting
Room is a very welcome
pub indeed.

On the first visit 2
years ago during
the Whitby
Regatta, the place
was packed, as a
folk group was
having a jamming
session.
This time, again it
was Regatta
Weekend, but no
singers were in evidence,
so there were a few
empty seats allowing
time to relax and
enjoy the beer.
Unlike the first two
pubs, there is no
outside seating so
you cant see the
trains, but the toot of
a steam train would
no doubt see enthusiasts
dashing onto the adjacent
platform.

www.sst.camra.org.uk

Ken Paul
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CAMRA LocAle is an initiative that promotes pubs & clubs stocking locally brewed real ale. Below
is a list of those in the Sunderland & South Tyneside branch that sell beer brewed in
Northumberland, Tyne & Wear and County Durham. If you have any updates please email the
branch Pubs Officer, sst.pubsofficer@gmail.com.
East Boldon

South Shields (contd)

Sunderland (contd)

Boldon Cricket Club

Steamboat

Kings Arms

Mid Boldon Club

Springwell Village

Museum Vaults

East Rainton

Guide Post

Oak Tree Farm

Highfield Hotel

Sunderland

Poetic License

Houghton le Spring

The Avenue

Port of Call

Copt Hill

Chesters

Promenade

Ryhope

Clarendon NEW

Ship Isis

Guide Post

Dun Cow

Washington

South Shields

Fitzgeralds

Courtyard

Marine

Grannie Annies

Sir William de Wessyngton

Ivy House

Below is a list of pubs that offer a discount off real ale for card carrying CAMRA members.
Again, if you have any updates please email sst.pubsofficer@gmail.com
The Avenue, Sunderland - 20p off a pint

Grey Horse, East Boldon - 10p off a pint

Bamburgh, South Shields - 25p off a pint

Guide Post, Ryhope - 20p off a pint

Cask Ale Lounge, South Shields - 15% disc.

Harbour View, Roker - 10% discount Monday
to Friday up to 7pm.
Ivy House, Sunderland - 10% discount

Chaplins, Sunderland - 10% discount on real
ale & food.
Chesters, Sunderland - 10% discount

Longship, Hebburn - 10% discount

Dun Cow, Sunderland - 10% discount

Maltings, South Shields - 15% discount

Engine Room, Sunderland - 10% discount.

Peacock, Sunderland - 10% discount

Fountain, South Shields - 10% discount

Ship Isis, Sunderland - 20p off a pint
Washington Arms, Washington - 10% disc.

The following take 50p discount vouchers for real ale and cider.
Cooper Rose, Sunderland.
Sir William De Wessington, Washington. Wild
Boar, Houghton le Spring.
William Jameson, Sunderland.
Wouldhave, South Shields.
Real ale loyalty card for members and non members :Chaplins, Chesters, Fitzgeralds, Guide Post, - All Sunderland.
Marine - South Shields, Grey Horse - East Boldon.

www.sst.camra.org.uk

THE DUN COW
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Four real ale pumps
ever changing!
Always a choice of two
light and two dark ales,
including locally brewed
as well as established
favourites.
Family and Dog Friendly
OPENING TIMES
Monday - Thursday open from 4-00
Friday open from 3-00
Saturday & Sunday open from 12-00

Live Music
Friday in the lounge BUSKERS
from 9-00
PLUS

Dun Cow ad

How to find us

We’re in Seaton Village, just west off the A19.
Take the Seaham exit and head west into the
Village. Turn left into Hillside Crescent, and
then take the second left. We are at the end
of the cul de sac.

Dun Cow,Seaton Village, Seaham, Co.Durham SR7 0NA
www.sst.camra.org.uk
Tel: 0191 5131133
Facebook: Duncow Seaton-Village
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PUB QUIZ
1

Who wrote “ The President is Missing” as co author with James Patterson?

2

How many times zones are there in Russia?

3

Name the 4 English counties bordering Wales

4

The Isle of Sheppey and The Isle of Thanet form part of which English county?

5

.What is Donald Trumps middle name?

6

Before the Euro, what was the currency of Portugal?

7

The Humuhumunukunukuapua`a is the state fish of which US state?

8

Complete the name of this rock group - Bob Seger and the _________________

9

In a rugby union game how many players are on the pitch during active play?

10

In what year did Radio 4 replace the BBC Home Service?

11

Hampton Court Palace was built during the early part of the reign of which
monarch?
Which Jennings beer is “unashamably cocky”?

12
13
14

Which comedy actor’s last words were reported to have been “It has all been
rather lovely”?
Sometimes referred to as Skull Attack, name the beer and the brewery.

15

In which town is the National Centre for the Written Word?

16

The roughest toughest cowboy in the West first appeared on 4th December 1937.
Who?
C
The Witchball is the most southerly pub
B in mainland Britain.. In which county?
C
Which singer is missing ; Kimberley Walsh, Sarah Harding, Nicola Roberts,
Nadine Coyle?
Born in Blackpool in 1948 and originally called Teddy, his stage career began in
1951 and TV show in 1955. He met his friend, a dog in 1957. He now has a
YouTube channel . Who is he?
Name this brewery pictured.
F

A
17
18
19

20

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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THE 3 QUIRKS OF THE TRIANGLE INN.
Quirk number 1It is known locally as
"The Pit" as you
have to lift a trap
door and step into a
shallow pit in order to
play darts without
hitting the low roof
beams!
Quirk number 2- it
has a fish tank!
We visited The Triangle
Inn at Rhayader in Mid
Wales - this is rather a
quirky pub. There has
been a pub here since the
16th century, this one is
probably 17th century. It
is classed by CAMRA s a
historic pub interior of
some regional importance.

Quirk number 3 - the
loos are not just outside
they are on the other side
of the street!
The food and the beer usually Hancocks HB ,
Brains Reverend James
and a guest were
excellent.

Terry Ford

Quiz Answers
1

Bill Clinton

11

Henry VIII

2

11

12

Cocker Hoop

3

13

4

Gloucestershire, Cheshire,
Shropshire & Herefordshire
Kent

14

John Le Mesurier ( Sgt Wilson in
Dads Army.)
Brains SA

5

John

15

South Shields , ( The Word).

6

Escudo

16

Desperate Dan

7

Hawaii

17

Cornwall

8

Silver Bullet Band

18

Cheryl Tweedy/ Cole/ etc.

9

30

19

Sooty.

10

1967

20

Wylam in Newcastle
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