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Ten Years
of Maxim
Brewery

THE
STEAMBOAT
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Halloween Fest - Thursday 26th Oct - 29th Oct
Meet the Brewer : Durham Brewery Thursday
26th Oct
7.30 pm. Tickets £4

A
Friendly Welcome
Guaranteed

CAMRA BRANCH
PUB OF THE YEAR
2017
REGIONAL
PUB OF THE YEAR
2015 and 2016
Nine Cask Ales
70 whiskies and 40 rums
—---------------------------------------------

Halloween Fest - Thursday 26th Oct - 29th Oct
Meet the Brewer : Durham Brewery Thursday 26th Oct
7.30 pm. Tickets £4

27 Mill Dam
SOUTH SHIELDS
NE33 1 EQ Tel: 0191 4540134
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Welcome to Issue 49 of CAMRA Angle.
We begin on a sad note. John Holland ,
a CAMRA stalwart from the Tyneside &
Northumberland branch died in July. A
personal tribute from Regional Director
David Brazier is given on page 5.

Planning is well underway for our
Sunderland Beer Festival in October..
See back page for more details.
Terry Ford has been on his travels
again, this time visiting pubs in Kings
Cross, London and Lancaster.

I never met John but communicated often
by email. I recall him complimenting the
branch on producing the Washington
Real Ale Trail in 2014. He took the
trouble to visit every pub listed as well as
a dozen others checking if they sold real
ales (they didn't). See centre pages for
the latest guide.

We cover the first ever Woodfest and
include a new cider page. Coupled with
a look at how the Champion Beer of
Britain is chosen is a report from the
Great British Beer Festival.

We have a couple of anniversaries to
celebrate . Branch chairman Michael
Wynne looks back on 40 years of the
branch and we also exclusively review
the first 10 years of Maxim Brewery.

Finally another celebration is coming in
the form of CAMRA Angle Issue 50 in
November.
Ken Paul

EDITOR
Sid Dobson
Magazine01@sst.camra.org.uk
EDITOR
Ken Paul
Magazine01@sst.camra.org.uk
FANCY YOURSELF AS A
WRITER
WE are always on the lookout for
real ale related stories to be used in
CAMRA ANGLE. They can be
historical or current, locally-based or
involving travel to exotic locations
such as Middlesbrough, Montreal,
Moscow or Morpeth !
The deadline for Issue 50 is
November 14th 2017
CONTACT US
HAVE you got opinion on the pubs
or beers available in our branch
area, or on any other matter? Get
writing now, and let our readers
know what you think. We also
welcome comments about the
magazine. Please email us at
Magazine01@sst.camra.org.uk.
****
CAMRA ANGLE is published by the
Sunderland & South Tyneside
Branch of CAMRA © 2017 . Views
or comments expressed in this
publication may not be necessarily
those of the Editor or of CAMRA.

We look forward to the 2018 Good Beer
Guide which is published in September..

In this issue…
A Personal Tribute to John Holland
Pub News
Brewery News & GBG Preview
40 Years of SST Branch
Maxim Brewery - 10 Years
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Real Ale Pubs of Washington
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Members Matter
Sunderland & South Tyneside branch membership is 631, up from 609 in May.
Other branches in the region : - Cleveland 895, Darlington 446, Durham, 817,
Tyneside & Northumberland 2053.
Nationally, membership stands at 189251. Membership growth shows an annual
increase of 4.2%, while that of the North East is nearer to 8%., See page 31 for
details of how to join..

Thanks for having us
Many thanks to The Grey Horse, East Boldon and The Avenue,
Sunderland for their hospitality in hosting recent Branch Meetings.
Also thanks to Mid Boldon Club for hosting our beer festival
committee meetings.
ADVERTISING YOUR BUSINESS
CAMRA Angle is published 4 times a year,in August, November,
February and May. 3000 copies are distributed throughout the North
East (and beyond) and is a popular download from our website :htt://camraangle.sst.camra.org.uk/cangle.php.
INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING IN ISSUE 50 DUE NOV 17 ?
SEE RATES BELOW
ADVERTISING RATES
Full page ( single issue)

£90

Full page (4 consecutive issues)

£81 per issue

Half page ( single issue)

£55

Half page (4 consecutive issues)

£50 per issue

Quarter page ( single issue)

£35

Quarter page ( 4 consecutive issues) £31.50 per issue.
A free design service for adverts is available if required. For further
details please email ads01@sst.camra.org.uk
In this issue we have adverts for Branch Pub of the Year 2017- The
Steamboat Sth Shields , Maxim Brewery, The Station House Durham .
The Biddick Inn & The Steps, Washington, Lou’s Sunderland ,
The Dun Cow Seaton, The Ivy House Sunderland.
Please support our advertisers, for without them we would not be able
to present CAMRA-Angle for your enjoyment and information.

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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A PERSONAL TRIBUTE TO JOHN HOLLAND
later, I noticed John was at
the opposite side of the bar,
already conversing with the
landlord, and a lady who it
turns out was the CAMRA
cider rep for North London!

Last month came the sad
news
that
CAMRA
champion John Holland
had died. John was a
member of the Tyneside &
Northumberland Branch,
and was chairman of
CAMRA’s club advisory
group. John had been
CAMRA
North
East
Regional Director directly
before Nick Whitaker, and
then I took over from Nick.
Ask anyone who knew
John Holland and they will
mention two things. One
was his generosity of spirit,
and the other was his
cheerfulness. John was a
true friend and a part time
mentor to me for over 25
years. His knowledge and
willingness to share that
knowledge was legendary,
throughout the whole of
CAMRA nationwide.
I once nicknamed him the
‘eminence grise’, to try to
convey how much work he
did for CAMRA in so many
committees and behind the
scenes because of his
sheer
presence
and
because of how much he
was
welcomed
and
appreciated
throughout
CAMRA and the wider
industry.
I
always
appreciated his advice and
his counsel, each meeting
with John in the differing
hostelries of the North East
(and further afield) was a
pleasure.

John helping out at our
2nd Beer Festival in South
Shields. Pic Tony Killeen

Many people reading this
article will have their own
John Holland stories, and I
can guarantee as they tell
them that they will be
smiling to recall those
moments.
I can think of a time not
long ago, when on the way
back from a CAMRA
meeting in St Albans I
stopped near Kings Cross
to kill some time before
catching the train back
north in a (for me) new pub,
The Scottish Stores ( see
page 12) . A few minutes

John with Roger Protz in
Sunderland during visit to
Maxim Brewery in 2014

Another time John and I
talked and talked, and
consumed a few, in the
Glittering Star, letting train
after train (thanks to the
app on my phone) depart
from
Darlington
to
Newcastle, until said app
said it was time to
go……….
John was part of the team
from
Tyneside
&
Northumberland branch
that helped to make the first
Sunderland and South
Tyneside beer festivals get
off the ground and become
a success. John turned up
at beer festivals throughout
the country, working and/or
checking
on
beer
quality……. John was well
known for having a critical
eye and carefully scored
each ale on its quality.
John’s favourite pub was
The Wheat Sheaf in
Felling. If you get a chance,
pop in and raise a (half pint)
glass to a truly unique man
who I will miss greatly.
John wouldn’t want any
fuss, he’d just be glad you
were drinking good ale in a
good pub.
David Brazier
CAMRA North East
Regional Director
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PUB NEWS
As reported In the last
issue, The Smugglers in
Roker has reopened with
a new look and a new
name ; Grannie Annie’s
Pub & Pantry. There are
6 handpulls with Maxim
beers a feature.

The Three Horse Shoes
near Nissan has stopped
selling real ale.
The Copt Hill , Houghton
le Spring has closed,
awaiting new
management.

The Little Haven Hotel in
South Shields now has 1
handpull in the Boardwalk
Restaurant bar.
The Legacy in
Sunderland has reopened
under new management.
While 4 handpulls have
been retained only 1 was
in use at the end of July.

The Wavendon pub , in
High Barnes Sunderland
has been renovated and
renamed The Broadway.
This Greene King pub is
now a Stirks Steakhouse
Bar & Grill and serves 2
Greene King real ales.

The Brewers Fayre
Cinder Path in Tyne Dock
has 2 handpulls, one of
which was Doom Bar at
the last visit.

www.sst.camra.org.uk

Finally, branch member
Phil Hughes has taken
over The Gateshead
Railway Club. Located
near the end of the High
Level Bridge, it’s now
called The Railway, with
4 real ales.

Brewery News
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DARWIN/ BREWLAB
Darwin will be participating
in the Tyne & Wear
Heritage Open Days this
September by holding an
open day on Saturday 9
Sept between 1100- 1700.
There will be tutored
tastings and tours of the
brewery. Booking is
preferred.
For more information :https://www.heritageopend
ays.org.uk/visiting/event/da
rwin-brewery-heritagebrew-day
MAXIM
Maxim are again
supporting the upcoming
Durham CAMRA and
Sunderland & South
Tyneside (SST) CAMRA
beer festivals. For the
Sunderland festival a
special beer is planned to
celebrate the brewery’s

10th Anniversary and
SST’s 40th. The working
title is 1040 ; a 1040 OG
hoppy ruby ale, with the
branch involved in the
pump clip design and
recipe,. The launch will be
at the festival then
available as a seasonal
special.

The brewery shop is
usually open Tues- Fri
1200- 1700, with a
selection of bottles, mini
casks & other branded
Gifts The telephone
number to check what is
available is 0191 5848844.

FURTHER AFIELD
Seasonal beers available
recently were American Fox, a new
American hopped 4.8%
Ruby Red Ale,
Eldorado, a 4% pale ale,
American Amber- a new
“steam beer” with amber
malts and Palisade hops.
Simcoe Kid - 4.5% Golden
Ale with Simcoe Hops.
The brewery website,
http;//www.maximbrewery.
co.uk has recently been
upgraded.

If you are wondering why
the beers of Bishop
Auckland based brewery
Black Paw haven't been
seen for a while, this is
because the brewery is for
sale and brewing has been
suspended.
Errant Brewery have
moved to a new railway
arch in Newcastle. One of
their beers, Clever Girl,
was nominated for the
2017 CAMRA Champion
Beer of Britain competition.
See how they fared on
page 22

The 2018 Good Beer Guide (GBG) will be published on 14th
September 2017. The GBG is the result of thousands of
volunteers,over the past year, scoring beers, surveying pubs
& breweries.
These entries have been collated and checked by regional
teams and pulled together at CAMRA HQ.
Edited by Roger Protz, this will be the 45th edition. The guide
is updated every year and features 4500 pubs across the UK
that serve the best real ale and cider. Previous editions have
contained a comprehensive section of independent breweries
and a useful town index.
The 1977 guide listed 9 pubs in our branch area - see page 9
for more information .
The new guide will be reviewed in Issue 50 of CAMRA Angle.

.
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1977 - 2017 - 40 YEARS
OF SUNDERLAND AND SOUTH TYNESIDE CAMRA BRANCH.
Michael Wynne reminisces.
The Sunderland branch of
CAMRA was formed at a
meeting in the Salem
Hotel in Hendon in 1977.
Sadly,we have no
information about the
early days as the records
have not survived.
In those days, the branch
structure was quite loose
and the Sunderland
branch was formed as a
breakaway from the
County Durham branch.
South Tyneside joined us
from Tyneside and
Northumberland sometime
in the 1980s.
My own personal

Unfortunately, it was the
same weekend as
Sunderland going to the
FA Cup Final. 1937, 1973
then 1992 was not
something you could
calculate.
Two years after my first
meeting, I took over the
chairman’s role and
have been there ever
since!
When I started, we had
a membership of around
160. Now we have over
600 and hope to reach
700 at this year’s beer
festival.
So in the absence of any
other information, let’s
look back at some major
events in the last 18
years.

involvement dates back
to 1998 when I attended
my first meeting, an AGM
at the Grey Horse in East
Boldon, when it was still a
Vaux pub run by the late
Albert Coombes.

2002, the branch
celebrates its 25th
anniversary.
This also marked 25 years
in the Good Beer Guide
for the Shipwrights in
North Hylton, 24 of those

1999 Vaux closes with a
loss of well loved local
beers. One of the worst
examples of corporate
greed. The rump of the
company focused on
hotels as most pubs were
sold to Pubmaster.

In those days, we had no
magazine, website or beer
festival. The old
Sunderland beer festival
last took place at
Wearmouth Hall in 1992.

years under the
stewardship of Tony and
Maureen Attwell.
2002 also saw the launch
of CAMRA Angle.

2003 Darwin Brewery
relocated from Crook to
Back Tatham Street in
Sunderland. There was an
official launch at
Fitzgerald’s in Sunderland
by Frank Nicholson.
Continued on page 9

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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2004 Opening of the
Robin Hood at Fellgate
followed by Jarrow
Brewery. The official
launch was again
performed by Frank
Nicholson

real ale scene.

2004 The Robin Hood
becomes our only pub to
reach the final 4 of the
national pub of the year
competition.

2016 Dun Cow picks up
two awards at the national
pub design awards. The
restoration of the historic
interior is stunning.

2014 Dun Cow reopened
as a Head of Steam as
the focus of the MAC
Trusts ventures as part of
UK City of Culture bid.

2007 Maxim Brewery
opens in Houghton le
Spring ( see page 10) .
Our first major brewer
since the demise of
Vaux.

Although the branch was
formed in 1977, the
selection for that years
Good Beer Guide was
done at the beginning of
the year when we were
still part of Durham.

2016 Last Octoberfest at
Bonded Warehouse. We
sign up our 600th member.

1977
Cox Green
Fatfield
Hetton Le Hole
Marsden
Penshaw
Shiney Row
South Shields
Sunderland
2013 Jarrow Brewery
reopen the Isis. This gave
a major boost to the city’s

This year we will have 40
beers and 10 ciders and
we would love to celebrate
this landmark event by
making it our most
successful festival ever.
1977 Good Beer Guide

2007-08 First 2 beer
festivals organised by
the branch at South
Shields Masonic Hall
2009- 2016. Sunderland
Octoberfest at the Bonded
Warehouse.

The Bonded Warehouse
closed after last years
festival but we have been
fortunate in securing The
Point in the city centre for
our 40th Anniversary
Festival.

Washington

The selection below is
interesting when
compared with 2017:
( the pubs in italics are
listed on Whatpub as
selling real ale)

Oddfellows Arms
George
Caroline, Prince of Wales
White Horse
Bird in Hand
Travellers Rest, Wheatsheaf
Adam & Eve, Harbour Lights,
Pickwick Arms
Brewery Tap, Caledonia, Jovial
Friar, Scotch House
Washington Arms

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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10 YEARS OF MAXIM BREWERY - Report by Ken Paul
July 2nd 1999,
September 1st 2007.

the brewery. Both beers
have now been added to
the core range.

Two significant dates on
Wearside. The first is
when Vaux Brewery in
Sunderland closed. The
second is the day
production started at the
new Maxim Brewery in
Houghton le Spring.
When Vaux closed what
was left were the beer
brands, which included
Double Maxim, the
flagship Maxim beer. Until
the opening it was brewed
and bottled at Robinsons
in Stockport. In 2006 the
brewhouse equipment in
the redundant S&N
brewery in Edinburgh was
acquired.

There was nowhere
suitable to establish a
brewery in Sunderland but
premises were acquired in
Rainton Bridge just
outside Houghton le
Spring. The brewery
equipment, including all
electrics and plumbing ,
was installed over 7
months.

Nominally a 20 barrel
plant ( 720 gallons) there
is flexibility to brew down
to 10 barrels and up to 60
.
The then mayor of
Sunderland officially
opened the brewery on
28th August 2007
With directors Mark
Anderson, Doug Trotman
and head brewer
Jim Murray, the
first beers brewed
were Double
Maxim, Samson,
Wards Best Bitter
and Lambtons.
These were ( and
still are) the core beers,
produced for cask
and bottle. Jim has
since retired. The
head brewer is now Glen
Whale.
Soon regular specials
were introduced, the first
being Maximus in 2007 ;
at 6% their strongest ale.
In 2009 Swedish Blonde
was first brewed , named
after Anna who works for

Despite competition from
local and national
breweries, cask beer has
steadily grown with the
brewery always busy.
Maxim distribute beer
locally, covering an area
from Berwick to Sheffield,
or through distributors.
Over the past 10 years
the key to their success
has been flexibility, quality
and competitiveness. It is
very rare that a brew is
rejected by a pub.

A bar has been opened,
mainly for private
functions, along with a
shop selling bottles,
branded material and the
occasional mini cask.
Double Maxim features in
the CAMRA book, 300
Beers To Try Before You
Die ;- written by Good
Beer Guide editor Roger
Protz, who visited the
brewery in 2014 to
research an article about
the demise of Vaux
Brewery.
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Director Mark
Anderson is a trustee
of SIBA, the Society of
Independent Brewers.
Maxim has a SIBA
Food Safety & Quality
accreditation. The FSQ
ensures the breweries
in this improvement
scheme follow an
ongoing process of
raising standards.
At least 2 beers have
featured at the Great
British Beer Festival –
Lambtons in 2015 and
Swedish Blonde in 2016.
AWARDS
Over the last decade
Maxim have won several
awards, including :-

Thanks to Mark
Anderson for his help in
preparing this article.
Further reading on
CAMRA Angle website -

Maximus –
SIBA North East
Champion Gold 2016 and
Strong Bottled beer
Silver 2015
British Bottlers Institute
( BBI) Gold 2015.
Sunderland Octoberfest
Best Locale Beer 2013
Other BBI awards –
Double Maxim – Silver
2016, American Pride
Silver 2013

Our fourth brewery:http://camraangle.sst.
camra.org.uk/ documents/
Issue16.pdf
Day at Maxim brewery:http://camraangle.sst.
camra.org.uk/documents/
Issue42.pdf
SIBA :http://camraangle.sst.
camra.org.uk/documents/
Issue43.pdf
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Terry Ford visits 10 pubs in Lancaster
Fifth was The Three
Mariners. It is a Grade II
listed building dating back
to the 15th Century and
allegedly where people
had their last drink before
being hung in the nearby
Lancaster Castle.

A trip with the bairn to
Lancaster University gave
me a chance to have a
pub crawl around the city
itself, a place I had not
heard of since The War of
the Roses!
First port of call was Ye
Olde John O'Gaunt,
(another chap who
remembered the War of
the Roses). I could hear a
fiddle playing so went to
investigate ; a trio was
playing.

on and a lot of seating
outside.
It was a very popular
eating establishment.
We needed something
to eat so we went to the
oddly named Butcher
and Tonic which used
to be a Masonic lodge
and still had all the regalia
on the walls. Only one
beer was on sale This was
Lancaster Blonde at 4%
made with four different
hops, lovely with the rib
eye steak.

The bar had a lovely
Edwardian frontage of
stained glass, a narrow
pub behind it, photos of
musicians on the wall and
a suit of armour. Beers
were Titanic Plum Porter
which was lovely,
Lancaster Black, Jennings
Cumberland and
Hobgoblin.
Next up was Merchant's
1688 a pub built in 300
year old wine cellars.
There are 3 long thin wine
cellars with the bar
having about 7 real ales

The fourth stop - The
Sun, was exactly
opposite. The Butcher &
Tonic. This is a 300 year
old Georgian pub
They had 4 beers on from
the Lancaster range:
Amber, Black, Blonde,
Red and another guest
beer. I had the Lancaster
Amber, at 3.6% its made
with Fuggles, Challenger
and Sovereign hops. This
is the Lancaster
Brewery’s flagship outlet.

A Robinsons pub, it was
Lancaster CAMRA's pub
of the year in 2017.
The sixth pub was the

YORKSHIRE HOUSE BAR
Yorkshire House a
former 18th Century
Coaching Inn and another
music venue.
The Golden Lion, was
next . I was well
impressed to see a picture

CONTINUED OPPOSITE

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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Terry Ford visits 10 pubs in Lancaster - continued
of old blues legend
Charley Patton on the
wall.
They had six beers on ;
this was a proper local
with beer being the focus
rather than food. I had a
good chat with a local
who was originally from
Marsden.

was sick of his life
wandering the streets
with his alcoholic father,
so I allowed him to go
back to the hotel.
The ninth pub was The

Eighth was The Borough
which was large and
slightly up market with
food being central. They
had 8 hand pulls on when
I was there.
By this time the poor bairn

Robert Gillow which had
over 100 bottled beers on

and 4 hand pulls of
Lancaster and Hyde's
beers.
The last pub to visit was
imaginatively called The
Pub, again a music
venue, largely heavy
metal judging by the T
shirts. I had a
Guinness here and it
was “time for bed” said
Zebedee.
Ten pubs visited all
had music on, very
friendly people, and
not a bad pint all night.
What more can you ask
for?

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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The pub offers 2 real ales
with a handpull in the bar
another in the lounge. On
the day of my visit, the
beers were Marston’s 61
Deep and Hobgoblin Gold,
served in excellent
condition and at £2.40,
great value. On
Tuesdays they offer real
ale at £2.25 a pint !
Maxim beers often
feature.

One of the very first pubs I
drank in was THE
WASHINGTON ARMS .
In those days there was
no real ale, although it
later appeared in the 1977
GBG. The pub was
owned by Bass
Charrington and is now
part of the Stonegate Pub
Chain.
This is one of the
oldest pubs in our branch.
Overlooking Washington
Village Green, records
show the first licensee
was in 1828 when the pub
was called The Smiths
Arms. It then became The
Three Horse Shoes then
The Commercial Hotel till
1937 when it changed
names to the “Arms”.

Commercial Hotel c 1910
The pub sign ( pictured
top ) is quite distinctive,
featuring a George
Washington Coat of Arms
crest. The Latin inscription
means “The Outcome
Justifies The Deed”.
One of my memories of
the Washington Arms was
celebrating Sunderland
winning the FA Cup. We
all got very drunk on the
night of 5th May 1973. I

am surprised we didn’t get
thrown out, the noise we
we were making. Or
maybe we did ?
Around that time a friend
of mine was an underage
barman and his uncle was
the licensee. Names have
been withheld to
protect the guilty.
Inside there are 3
distinct drinking
areas. The bar is on
the left with a smaller
room to the right. Down
a short corridor takes
you to the main eating
area, a large comfortable
lounge which leads out to
a huge garden.

After a very filling lunch
from an extensive menu,
we retired to the garden.
From the patio, steps lead
up to picnic tables dotted
around amongst the trees
– a great place for families
to lose their kids on a
summer’s day. Although
walking up the steps with

a tray of drinks may prove
a challenge.
The Arms is popular with
diners during the day and
locals socialising in the
evening, especially at
weekends.
Thanks to the
Washington History
Society for some
interesting photographs.

Bass Charrington days
from c 1965.

Ken Paul
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Sunderland & South Tyneside
Campaign for Real Ale
Washington Real Ale Pubs
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© 2017 Google
This guide shows 13 pubs in Washington that sell real ale. Please note that information
contained may change. Telephone numbers have been provided on the opposite page if you
wish to check details. More details about each pub can be found on Whatpub.com.
Public transport information is correct as of July 2017.

If you have any updates you wish to share we would be grateful if you could send an email
to sst.pubsofficer@gmail.com. Version 2.1.0. July 2017

1

BIDDICK INN

8

Bonemill Lane,
Washington,
NE38 8AJ
0191
4195101.

Concord,
Washington
NE37 2SY
0191 4180100
Bus Stn Opp.

Buses 2, 2A, 4.

2

CHAMPS

9

STEPS

Emerson Road,
Washington,
NE37 1LE
0191 4153341

47 Spout Lane ,
Washington,
NE38 7HP
0191 4150733.

Buses 50, 81, 82

Bus 84

COURTYARD

10

3

4

SIR WILLIAM DE
WESSYNGTON

TEAL FARM

Biddick Lane,
Washington,
NE38 8AB
0191 4170445

Edale Close , Teal
Farm, Washington,
NE38 8FH
0191 5800637

Buses 2A,4,8

Bus 37 & 86 (eve)

HAVELOCK

11

TOBY
CARVERY

Bonemill Lane,
Washington,
NE38 8AJ
0191 4159739

Emerson Road,
Washington,
NE38 1LE
0191 4194449

Buses 2,2A,4,8

Buses 50,81,82

MILL HOUSE

5

12

B1288,
Blackfell,
DH3 1RE
0191 4151313

WASHINGTON
ARMS
The Green,
Washington
NE38 7HP
0191 4187843

Bus X25 (300m)
Bus 84

6

7

OX & PLOUGH

13

WEARSIDE
FARM

Oxclose Village
Centre,
Washington
NE38 0LZ,
07890 981012

Turbine Bus. Park
Washington
SR5 3NZ
0191 4171471

Buses 85,86

Bus 8, 73 ( 600m)

SANDPIPER
Easby Road,
Biddick,
Washington
NE38 7NN 0191
4160038 Buses
2A, 37,83,85

Our other Real Ale Trail publications of
Sunderland & South Shields, can be
found on our CAMRA Angle website
under Publications. South Shields will
be updated later this year.

THE STEPS
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Real Ale, Real Pub, Real People.
5 EVER CHANGING
REAL ALES.
WE ARE IN THE 2017
GOOD BEER GUIDE.
QUIZ NIGHT :
TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS
FROM 9 PM WITH FREE
HOT SUPPER.
Functions catered for.
Call 0191 4150733
Open : Mon-Fri 3.30pm-11pm, Sat Noon-11pm, Sun Noon-10.30pm
the.steps@btconnect.com
47 Spout Lane,
2 minutes walk from Washington
Washington,NE38 7HP.
Village Green.

The Biddick Inn Washington
REAL ALE AVAILABLE
QUIZ NIGHT :
Monday
KARAOKE NIGHTS:
Friday & Saturday
Functions catered for.
Beer Garden with BBQ
and children's playground

Open daily 11am - midnight. Food served noon - 8pm ( Sun 4pm)
Bonemill Lane
Washington,NE38 8AJ.
Tel - 0191 4195101

Near the banks of the River Wear and
Fatfield Bridge - bus stops outside.
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Terry Ford writes about some pubs in
London Kings Cross
4.5% an English IPA
with three types of hops
and Truman's Attaboy
an American Pale Ale
of 4.6% ; both were
reasonable pints.

Like most Geordies, I
have to get the train from
King's Cross from time to
time. On this occasion I
had a bit more time than
usual so decided to
mooch about the area.
First stop was on the
station itself near the
infamous platform 9 3/4.
This is The Parcel Yard,
a huge Fuller's pub
serving the full range of
Fuller's beer and a wide
selection of food.
Being on the station it is
handy and has an
electronic board,
allowing you to drink to
the last minute. It is a
bit corporate but I find it
quite relaxing and
friendly and a lot of
people seem to meet
here. I have had some
lovely pints of ESB and
London Pride but also
a few which seemed a
bit thin. The prices are
a bit steep being a captive
audience.

Leaving Kings Cross
station and going left
about 100 yards then onto
Caledonian Road is The
Scottish Stores.
Built in 1901 the Grade II
listed building is a former
strip joint. Inside it has

A farther 200 yards up
the "Cally Road" and
around the corner to
Northdown Street is the
King Charles I- it used to
be called The Craic
House.
It is a single room pub
with lots of interesting
decor including a bizarre
sign "The Leu Family's
Family Iron" on the
wall. ( See below)
There were 4 beers on
hand pull with two from
the XT Brewery
Company ; - Truman's
Blindside and
Hamerton N1. All four
were good pints and
quite cheap
(for London).

been lovingly restored
with loads of gorgeous
wood panelling. It has just
been honoured with
CAMRA's prestigious
Conservation Award.
I have been in twice and it
attracts a mix of people
and is allegedly where
Shane MacGowan of The
Pogues wrote "A Pair of
Brown Eyes."
Beer this time was XT
Brewing Company's 15 at

Continued on Page 20
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This place was full of
locals and within a few
minutes I was made to
feel very welcome. I had
a good "Craic" with an
Irish lad who even
offered to find my son a
job on the buildings!

Just as I was leaving a
local artist (not that sort!)
came in with a superb oil
painting he had done of
two of the customers in
the pub. The Guvnor
asked the customers to
vote on whether they
should hang it in
the pub - , the vote
was a resounding
"Yes!",; it was that
sort of real
community pub.

So within 300 yards of
King's Cross two really
good locals!

Cheers Terry

LOCAL BEER FESTIVALS
The Avenue Beer & Music Festival ,
Zetland Street Sunderland

August 25th - 28th

Courtyard Beer Festival, Arts Centre,
Washington

August 24th - 28th

Guide Post Beer Festival , Ryhope

August 25th - 28th

Durham CAMRA Beer Festival; Dunelm
House

August 31st - Sept 2nd

Blaydon Beer & Music Festival Rugby
Club Swalwell

August 25th - 27th

Berwick Food & Drink Festival , The
Barracks, Berwick

September 1st - 3rd

Tynemouth Beer Festival , Cricket Club ,
North Shields

September 28th - 30th

Sunderland & South Tyneside CAMRA
Beer & Cider Festival , The Point,
Sunderland

October 12th - 14th

It is suggested that you confirm dates before travelling. Most events have
their own websites giving further details

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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HOW THE CHAMPION BEER OF BRITAIN IS CHOSEN
An article that featured in
the online news service of
What’s Brewing was from
Nick Boley, the National
Director responsible for
Champion Beer of Britain
(CBOB) . He describes
how CBOB voting process
works. This is an abridged
version which is followed
by a report from the Great
British Beer Festival
(GBBF) 2017.
All cask conditioned beers
available for 3 months,
during a calendar year,
can be entered into the
selection process that
starts during September
and October, when
members can vote for
their favourite beers in
each of CAMRA’s style
categories. Voting is
usually by region.
( In our region, this covers
breweries in the counties
of Tyne & Wear
Northumberland, and
Durham).
These nominations go
forward to the CAMRA
Area CBOB
coordinators, responsible
for co-coordinating Area
competitions. The regional
taste panels also input
their opinions on beers
which deserve to go
forward.
These nominations are
then ranked and the top
selections go forward

For the North East
Region, this takes place
at the Newcastle Beer
Festival. This adds some
objectivity and integrity to
the process as the
majority of the judges will
be CAMRA trained, and
the tastings are blind. The
style of beer being judged
is changed each year
to the Area competitions,
where Area category
winners are selected and
entered into the final
CBOB competition.
This ensures that there is
an even spread of beer
styles from all regions of
the UK.
CAMRA are considering
changes to the whole
system of what beers
members can vote for,
and this is coupled with a
revamp of the voting
portal ; hopefully, this year
or next. These changes
could involve members
being able to vote for any
eligible beer produced in
the UK and/or by beers
produced within a certain
distance from the
member’s home, as well
as voting along the current
regional lines.
Currently, between 2500
and 3000 members vote
in the competition – that is
about 1.5% of total
membership and doesn’t
even represent a
significant proportion of

www.sst.camra.org.uk

active members and
volunteers.
So, all members are
urged to get involved,
and have their say.
At the Great British Beer
Festival, the final CBOB
category judging of the
Area winners takes place,
with the winning beer
from:Bitter (2)
Best Bitter (2)
Golden Ale (2)
Speciality Beer
Mild
Strong Bitter
These proceed into the
final round in order to
judge the Supreme
Champion, which is
crowned the best beer in
Britain
The reason for 2 beers
each from the Bitter,
Golden Ale and Best Bitter
categories is to
accommodate for the
proportionate share of the
commercial beer market
these beer styles
command.
4 beers that are fast
tracked to the final round
are the winners of each
category of the Champion
Winter Beer of Britain
competition, held at the
National Winter Ales
Festival in
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January/February.
As these beers were
judged to be the
Champion Beers of their
style earlier in the year,
they are entered
automatically into the final
round of CBOB. The
styles are :Old Ales/ Strong Mild
Barley Wine/Strong Old
Ale
Porter
Stout
This then culminates in an
announcement on the first
evening of the festival

when the Supreme
Champion and winners of
each beer style category
are announced.

The winner this year Church End Goats Milk,
is a 3.8% bitter
See panel below :-

CHAMPION BEER OF BRITAIN 2017
SUPREME
CHAMPION

Goats Milk- Church End
Brewery, Warwicks

SILVER

Ridley’s Rite - Bishop Nick
Brewery- Braintree

BRONZE

Cwtch- Tiny Rebel BreweryNewport

For a breakdown of each style :https://www.gbbf.org.uk/plan-your-visit/championbeer-of-britain/
is a bitter enough space for 28 bars.
900 real ales ciders &
perrys were on offer, as
well as bottled beer and
foreign ales..

I travelled down to the
Great British Beer
Festival (GBBF) for the
umpteenth time, for an
annual get together with
former work colleagues.
We visited on the
Thursday, the 3rd day.

I was keen
to find and
try the
Champion
Beer of
Britain. In
previous
years the
winner
would sell
out quickly
meaning a
wait till
another
cask was ready, then
stand in the resultant
queue. Well this year the
queue was too long so
didnt bother. I visited the
Titanic Bar instead.

Photo - Terry Ford

First a few statistics.
Olympia is huge, with

I was looking forward to
trying their 6.5% Plum
Porter Grand Reserve.

Titanic BarPhoto Terry Ford

Nothing grand about it in
my opinion , I prefer the
original.
The only beer from the
North East region to have
won the CBOB prize was
Mordue Workie Ticket in
1997. A check of the
guide revealed there
were no beers from our
branch but there were
beers from 12 other
breweries, including
Workie Ticket, Errant
Clever Girl & Camerons
Road Crew.
Best beer of the day was
the first one I tried :Bathams Mild. Tasty. .

Ken Paul
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CAMRA LocAle is an initiative that promotes pubs & clubs stocking locally brewed real ale. Below
is a list of those in the Sunderland & South Tyneside branch that sell beer brewed in
Northumberland, Tyne & Wear and County Durham. If you have any updates please email the
branch Pubs Officer, sst.pubsofficer@gmail.com.
East Boldon

South Shields

Sunderland

Boldon Cricket Club

Florence Bar & Bistro

Museum Vaults

Mid Boldon Club

Marine

Oak Tree Farm

East Rainton

Steamboat

Poetic License

Highfield Hotel

Sunderland

Port of Call

Hebburn

Chesters

Promenade

White Lead

Dun Cow

Ship Isis

Ryhope

Fitzgeralds

Washington

Guide Post

Ivy House

Courtyard

Kings Arms

Sir William de Wessyngton

Below is a list of pubs that offer a discount off real ale for card
carrying CAMRA members. Again, if you have any updates
please email sst.pubsofficer@gmail.com
The Avenue, Sunderland - 10% discount Ivy House, Sunderland- 10% discount
Chaplins, Sunderland - 10% discount

Longship, Hebburn - 10% discount

Chesters, Sunderland - 10% discount

Peacock, Sunderland - 20p off a pint

Dun Cow, Sunderland - 20p off a pint

Poetic License, Roker - 10% discount

Fountain, South Shields - 10% discount

Ship Isis, Sunderland - 20p off a pint

Grey Horse, East Boldon - 10p off a pint Tipsy Cow, Sunderland - 10% discount
Guide Post, Ryhope - 20p off a pint

White Lead, Hebburn - 20p off a pint

The following take 50p discount vouchers for real ale and cider.
Cooper Rose, Sunderland.
Sir William De Wessington, Washington.
Wild Boar, Houghton le Spring.
William Jameson, Sunderland.
Wouldhave, South Shields.
Real ale loyalty card for members and non members :Chaplins, Fitzgeralds, Guide Post, - All Sunderland.
Grey Horse - East Boldon.
Marine - South Shields ( NEW).

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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CIDER UPDATE by The Inncider
still rather than force
carbonated, real cider is
unpasteurised during
production and not
micro-filtered to produce a
truly natural and delicious
alcoholic drink.
UK cider and perry
producers were honoured
at the CAMRA National
Cider and Perry
Championships at the
Reading Beer and Cider
Festival.
Following more than a
year of local tasting
panels and regional heats
leading up to the finals,
2017 will see
CAMRA celebrate 29
years of campaigning for
real cider and perry.
‘
Real cider' is a term used
to describe traditional
cider made from freshly
pressed apples. Served

The competition
featured ciders and
perries from across the
UK, with each one judged
on its individual taste,
aroma, flavour, after-taste
and overall appeal. The
top awards were selected

by a specially chosen
panel of both experienced
and novice judges.
The winners were:
Cider
GOLD – Countryman,
Medium (Devon)
SILVER – Salt Hill,
Autumn Gold (Berkshire)
BRONZE – Gwatkin's,
Captain Gwatkin's Rum
Cask (Herefordshire)
Perry
GOLD – Nempnett,
Piglet's Perry (Somerset)
SILVER - Waulkmill,
Mooseheid Perry
(Dumfrieshire)
BRONZE – Hartland,
Perry (Gloucestershire)
More information on
CAMRA's national cider
and perry campaigns can
be found at
www.camra.org.uk/cider

PUBS IN THE BRANCH THAT SELL REAL CIDER
Houghton Le Spring

Sunderland

Sunderland (cont)

Wild Boar

Avenue

Saltgrass

South Shields

Borough ( from this summer) Ship Isis

Alum Ale House

Chaplins

William Jameson

Dolly Peel

Dun Cow

Washington

Marine

Ivy House

Courtyard

Voyager

Museum Vaults

Sir William de Wessyngton

Wouldhave

Peacock

Teal Farm
(from this summer)

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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Tales from Woodfest - Michael Wynne reports
Although the Society for
the Preservation of
Beers from the Wood
has been around since
1963, it has not ventured
into the world of beer
festivals.
Following a conversation
between Rob Shacklock,
Chair of the North East
Branch and national vice
chair, and Neil Midgley,
owner of The Junction
pub in Castleford, West
Yorkshire, Woodfest
2017 was born. The
Junction is the only pub in
the country and probably
the world to serve all
beers from wooden casks.
The venue was to be the
nearby Horse and
Jockey pub also owned
by Neil and home of his
Lagentium Brewery.
(Lagentium is the Roman
name for Castleford)

.So on Monday 3 July, I
set off to Castleford to
help with set up. Others
there for set up throughout
the week were Rob,
Angela, who is CAMRA
regional director for West
Pennines and Lynne and
Nigel from Doncaster. So
we had two and a half

days to turn a disused pub
into a beer festival!
The festival opened to the
public at 5 on Thursday
but before opening, the
judging for the first ever
Champion Beer from the
Wood competition had to
be completed. Amongst
the judges were Good
Beer Guide Editor, Roger
Protz and Peter Lawson
and Nick Young from the
North East.

As the bulk of the beer
was served from the pub
cellar, they were at
optimum temperature.
So the doors opened at 6
pm and there was an
excellent crowd on the
first night. This was in
spite Castleford Tigers
playing Wakefield
Wildcats in the Super
League .The two Friday
sessions were also well
attended but a three day

Following three rounds
of blind tasting, the top
three beers were :1st . Hook NortonHaymaker
2nd. Half MoonMoonbeam (from York)
3rd Elland-Beyond the
Pale.
With the judging
complete, and an hour
to go before opening, it
was time to let the
local dignitaries in for the
opening ceremony.
These included Roger
Protz, the Mayor of
Wakefield and Sir Vivian
Barstow, former Master
of the Worshipful
Company of Coopers.
We had fifty beers from
the wood from Yorkshire,
Northern Ireland, the
North East, Cumbria,
Scotland and the Irish
Republic with two beers
from White Gypsy from Co
Tipperary. Surely a first!

strike by Northern Rail
made Saturday quite flat.
Even so, 93% of the beer
available had been sold.
There are plans to repeat
Woodfest next year and
negotiations are already
underway to find a venue
on Tyneside.
As we go to press, it has
been confirmed
Woodfest 2018 will be at
the Exchange in North
Shields from 5 to 7 July.
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CAMRA is calling on the
Government to stop
viable community pubs
from being driven out of
business by introducing
a £5,000 annual
reduction on their
rocketing business
rates.
Reviews of business rates
across England are
seeing many pubs hit with
a massive new financial
burden, which in some
cases could only be
covered by them selling
tens of thousands of extra
pints of beer every year.
CAMRA asked GBBF
attendees to back the
campaign by calling on
their MP's to address the
sky-high tax burden on
pubs which is contributing
to 21 pub closures a
week.
The campaign follows new
CAMRA is urging the
Government to turn
back the clock and
freeze beer duty again,
as new research
confirms most people
say beer duty is too
high.
YouGov research finds 55
% of people who
expressed an opinion
believe beer duty is too
high at 54p per pint.
Taxes now make up a
third of the cost of a pint –
a situation made worse in
the Spring Budget when
the Government
announced the first rise in
beer duty in four years.

CAMRA research by
YouGov on behalf/which
found that the public
overwhelmingly supports
an urgent tax break for
pubs. More than twothirds (69 %) of people
who expressed an opinion
agree with the argument
that pubs should receive
tax relief as they provide
safe, managed places for
people to get together and
drink responsibly.
While the Government
introduced a one-off
£1,000 discount scheme
for some pubs in the latest
Budget, CAMRA says this
action does not go far
enough to help keep many
afloat.
CAMRA’s national
chairman Colin Valentine
said: “Taxes now make up
more than a third of the
cost of a pub pint. Even

The Spring Budget u-turn
undid many of the benefits
of the three beer duty cuts
and risks a return to the
days of the much-hated
Beer Duty Escalator which
other research showed
has contributed to 75,000
job losses, 3,700 pub
closures and a 24 % fall in
beer sales in pubs.
CAMRA’s national
chairman Colin Valentine
said: “Pubs are a huge
part of many people’s
lives. If people can’t afford
to visit their local, we will
see even more pubs close
their doors forever –

though pubs currently
account for 0.5 % of
turnover of the UK
economy, they are still
paying 2.8 % of the
business rates.
“This is frankly
unsustainable, and it is
the consumer that will
ultimately pay the price –
whether it’s when their
beloved local closes down
or when the price of their
pint goes up.
“It’s clear that most of us
believe that pubs need our
help and recognise the
vital role that they play in
local communities. From
celebrating a special
occasion to meeting up
with friends after work,
pubs are an integral part
of many people’s social
lives. Business rate relief
is urgently needed to
ensure their continued
survival.”
hurting jobs, the local
economy and the
community.”
Colin said the government
urgently need to ease the
tax burden on our pubs to
ensure that pub-going
remains an affordable
activity for most people.”
“CAMRA is calling on the
Chancellor to freeze beer
duty for the rest of the
Parliament to help cap the
price of beer, keeping
more money in
consumers’ pockets and
helping the pubs and
brewing sector to grow,”
said Colin.
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NOTICE BOARD
O

WANTED

DIARY DATES

O

AUGUST / SEPTEMBER
Readers will have noticed that this is Issue 49 of
CAMRA Angle. Issue 50 will be out in November. Did
you know copies of all back issues of the Angle, and
a comprehensive index are available online ?

Sat 2nd Sept 1pm

CAMRA Regional Mtg, Durham
Beer Festival

Wed 13th Sept 8pm

SST Branch Mtg, The
Peacock Sunderland. NEW
VENUE

http://camraangle.sst.camra.org.uk/cangle.php

Thurs 14th Sept 1pm

GBG 2018 Launch , Station
House Durham

All, that is, except issues 6 & 10. If anyone has
copies of these please email us at

Tues 19th Sept

Darlington Branch Meeting ,
Tanners Hall

Wed 20th Sept
7.30pm

Tyneside & Northumb. Branch
Mtg, Gosforth Hotel

Thurs 21st Sept- Sun Cask Ale Week :1st Oct
caskaleweek.co.uk

magazine01@sst.camra.org.uk

OCTOBER

Thank you

Spotted outside the White Hart Inn ,
Edinburgh last year

Thurs 12th - Sat 14th
Oct

SUNDERLAND BEER
FESTIVAL SEE BACK PAGE

Weds 18th Oct

SST Branch Meeting Venue
TBC

Mon 23rd Oct,
7.30pm

Tyneside & Northumb, Branch
Mtg,Schooner Gateshead

NOVEMBER

O

Weds 8th Nov

SST Branch Meeting Venue
TBC

Sat 18th Nov 1pm.

NE Regional Meeting,
Darlington Quakerhouse

Tues 21st Nov
7.30pm

Tyneside & Northum. Branch
Mtg ,Col. Porter’s Newcastle

W/C 20th Nov

CAMRA ANGLE 50

TRADING STANDARDS

O

If you have any complaint about your beer or cider, such
as poor quality, short measures or no price list displayed,
you should mention it to the pub management in the first
instance. If you need to pursue the compliant further, we
recommend contacting the local Trading Standards Office.
Contact details are given below :-

www.sst.camra.org.uk
SOUTH TYNESIDE
0191 4247887 for
residents or Citizens Advice
Consumer Service on 03454
040506
SUNDERLAND

Contact Citizens
Advise
Consumer Service on
03454 040506.
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PUB QUIZ
1

Who provided the voiceover of the judge in the TV series Porridge ?

2

In which 2 countries is ANZAC DAY a national day of remembrance ?

3

Which astronaut is the only Freeman of the town of Langholm in Dumfries & Galloway ?

4

Actor Reg Varney was the first to use what in Enfield N London in June 1967 ?

5

Name the Scottish sailor who was hanged for piracy in 1701 ?

6

Jail Ale is brewed near which jail in Princetown ?

7

Which Welsh brewery makes SA Gold and Rev. James ?

8

In which Canadian province is French the majority spoken language ?

9

On a standard Monopoly board, which is the only property south of the Thames ?

10

And from which Monopoly Station would you travel to get to Waddingtons H.Q., the
games maker ?

11

Little Valley Brewery is in North Yorks, West Yorks or Derbyshire ?

12

On the 17th June 1993 Edna MacInnes claimed she ran alongside what that was
swimming in a large body of water ?

13

With a connection to an annual sunrise, where is the Heel Stone ?

14

Which Beatles song features a barber , a banker, a fireman and a nurse ?

15

Which Reservoir Dog film character is missing - Mr Blonde, Mr Blue, Mr Brown, Mr
Orange, Mr White ?

16

Art Garfunkel had a hit with Bright Eyes, the theme song from which film ?

17

On which island is the Okell Brewery ?

18

Which 3 colours light up the Eiffel Tower on Bastille Day ?

19

Name the Hull MP who introduced a bill to outlaw slavery in the UK

20

According to legend, what was the first name of the only man who saw Lady Godiva ride
naked through the streets of Coventry ? ( 1st act of voyeurism ?)

IDENTIFY THESE PUMP CLIPS

A

A

D

B

E
www.sst.camra.org.uk

C

C

F
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PUB QUIZ AND PUMP CLIP QUIZ ANSWERS
1

Ronnie Barker

11 West Yorks

2

Australia & New Zealand

12 Loch Ness

3

13 Stonehenge on Midsummer's Day

4

Neil Armstrong ( its his
ancestral home
Worlds first cash machine

14 Penny Lane

5

Captain Kidd

15 Mr Pink

6

Dartmoor

16 Watership Down

7

Brains

17 Isle of Man

8

Quebec

18 Red, White and Blue

9

Old Kent Road

19 William Wilberforce

10 Kings Cross

20 ( Peeping) Tom

A
B
C

D
E
F

Maxim ; Maximus
Thornbridge ; Jaipur IPA
Theaksons Best Bitter

Hadrian & Border Tyneside Blonde
Adnams Broadside
Cameron’s Strongarm

www.sst.camra.org.uk

CAMRA Angle 49 - Autumn 2017 - 31

