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Members Matter
EDITOR

The branch membership is now 609. See page 31 on how to
join online.

Sid Dobson
Magazine01@sst.camra.org.uk

EDITOR

Robin Sanderson
Magazine01@sst.camra.org.uk

ADVERTISING

David Brazier / Robin
Sanderson
Ads01@sst.camra.org.uk
Rates for advertisements:
Full page: £90.00
Half page: £55.00
Quarter page: £35.00

FANCY YOURSELF AS A WRITER
WE are always on the lookout for
real ale related stories to be used
in the CAMRA ANGLE. They can be
historical or current, locally-based
or involving travel to exotic locations such as Middlesbrough,
Montreal, Moscow or Morpeth,
for example.

LETTERS
HAVE you got opinion on the pub
or beers available in our branch
area, or on any other matter? Get
writing now, and let our readers
know what you think.

CONTACT US
WE welcome comments and
drinkers. They can be emailed
to
our
editor
at
Magazine01@sst.camra.org.uk, or
posted to the following address:
Sid Dobson, 39 Brodie Close,
Whiteleas, Tyne & Wear, NE34
8LB.

****
CAMRA ANGLE is published by the Sunderland & South Tyneside Branch of
CAMRA © 2017 . Views or comments
expressed in this publication may not be
necessarily those of the Editor or of
CAMRA.

Thanks for having us
Many thanks to The Steamboat (South Shields) and Sir
William de Wessyngton ( Washington) for their hospitality in
hosting recent Branch Meetings ; and to The Marine ( South
Shields) for hosting the Spring Regional Meeting. For details
of future meetings, see our Notice board on page 16.

In this issue…
In this, the 48�� issue of CAMRA-Angle, read about:
● Pub and Brewery News.
● Locale and CAMRA discount pubs.
● Crossword - NEW.
● Pub review: George & Dragon Hudswell.
● Pub Walk 5: Beer in the Boldons.
● Branch Notice board.
● In Memory of Eric Larkham.
● Town Mouse Newcastle.
● Real Ale in Krakow.
● A Trip to Huddersfield.
● Hops & Cheese In Hartlepool.
● Cider News.
● Micropubs and Beer Festival in Margate
● Beer Festival News.
● News from the Wood.
● Pub & Picture Quizzes.
.
In this issue we have adverts for Branch Pub of the Year 2017,
The Steamboat, Maxim, The Biddick Inn, Lou’s , The Station
House Durham, The Dun Cow Seaton, Steps, The Ivy House, The
Marine , The Guide Post and Anglo Scottish Finance. Please
support our advertisers, for without them we would not be able
to present CAMRA-Angle for your enjoyment and information.

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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PUB NEWS
Earlier this year the
Saltgrass, in Deptford
Sunderland, closed. It
has now
reopened
however and still selling
real ale ; with Double
Maxim, Sharps Doom Bar
& Atlantic available.

Still at the seaside, real
ale has returned to The
Rattler in South Shields.
The Lambton Worm in
Sunderland has been sold
by Wetherspoons to local
company Lime Leisure. 6
handpulls are in use.

Nearby, The Kings Head
was visited by a film crew
in April. They were there
to shoot a thriller called
“Two Graves”. No release
date is yet available.

Unfortunately , a number
of pubs in the branch no
longer sell real ale. They
are :-

The Pier, on Ocean Road
South Shields has been
refurbished and is now
selling real ale. Two
handpulls are in use, with
Thwaites Wainwright plus
a guest..

Cross Keys Washington.
The Shipwrights,
North Hylton.
Blandford and Butchers
Arms, both Sunderland.

In Sunderland, the
Londonderry was sold
and closed its doors in
July 2016. As reported in
the last issue, the new
owners, Pub Culture Ltd,
who also own the Dun
Cow nearby, have been
carrying out an extensive
refurbishment. The pub
has been renamed The
Peacock, after the former
inn that once stood on the
site and reopened on May
26th with 8 handpulls.
The Smugglers at Roker
Beach was put up for sale
last year. It is now being
fully renovated and is
scheduled to reopen in
July this year.

www.sst.camra.org.uk

Finally, it has been
reported that the
Legacy Bar in Park Lane
Sunderland has closed.
If anyone has any updates
to share we would love to
here from you. Please
either complete the
feedback section of a pub
on Whatpub, or send an
email to
sst.pubsofficer@gmail.
com
Thank you.

THE DUN COW
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Four real ale pumps
ever changing!
Always a choice of two
light and two dark ales,
including locally brewed
as well as established
favourites.

Dun Cow ad

Family and Dog Friendly
OPENING TIMES
Monday - Thursday open from 4-00
Friday open from 3-00
Saturday & Sunday open from 12-00

Live Music
Friday in the lounge BUSKERS
from 9-00
PLUS

How to find us
We’re in Seaton Village, just west off the A19.
Take the Seaham exit and head west into the
Village. Turn left into Hillside Crescent, and
then take the second left. We are at the end
of the cul de sac.

Dun Cow,Seaton Village, Seaham, Co.Durham SR7 0NA
www.sst.camra.org.uk
Tel: 0191 5131133
Facebook: Duncow Seaton-Village
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Brewery News
DARWIN/ BREWLAB

MAXIM

Another long brewing
course has recently
concluded. This time the
beers brewed by the
students have been judged
by a panel of Castle Eden,
Cameron’s and Close
Brothers with the winner
being brewed at Castle
Eden. This will then be
available throughout
Cameron’s Head of Steam
group pubs.

Maxim Brewery remain
busy and all 6 signature
main beers are available
as usual. (Double Maxim,
Samson, Wards,
Lambtons, Swedish Blonde
and Maximus) In addition it
is aimed to have seasonal
specials available every
month throughout the year,
a mix of returning
favourites from previous
years & new brews.

The winner was a 5%
grapefruit American IPA

Current seasonal now in
pubs::
American Fox – (New) an
American hopped 4.8%
Ruby Red Ale.
Delilah – Return of this
3.7% very Pale Ale brewed
with Lager/Pilsner malts &
citrusy hops.
Next month:

brewed by George Jacob
who is from India.

El Dorado – (New) a 4%
Pale Ale.
American Pride- Another
return for this popular 5.2%
American style IPA.

As part of the course,
George also brewed a very
dry American IPA, called
Hard Corner, at Three
Kings Brewery.

Double Maxim’s popularity
continues with bottles
available at Asda,
Morrisons, Tescos,
Sainsburys, Co-op, Spar,
Nisa, Cash n Carries

This was also available at
the Ship Isis recently. The
winning Brewlab beer was
on sale at the recent
Brewlab open night.

The brewery has recently
been supporting the
organisers of the 6th
Houghton-Le-Spring Beer
Festival.

www.sst.camra.org.uk

The shop is usually open
Tues-Friday, 12:00-17:00.
With a selection of bottles,
mini casks & other branded
gifts, beer gift packs etc.
(Worth ringing in advance
to check exactly what is
available)
Brewery telephone number
is 0191-584-8844
FURTHER AFIELD
Northern Alchemy
Brewery based at the
Cumberland Arms in
Byker produces beers
from a freightliner box
behind the pub which are
mostly available at the pub
in bottle or keg.
The Ship Isis in
Sunderland will be the only
pub apart from the
Cumberland where the
beers will be available in
cask ; such as NZ Pale,
U.S. Session and Galaxy
and El Dorado Amber.
Many of their beers are
experimental and have
some interesting hop and
other flavour combinations
Charles Wells Brewery in
Bedford has been taken
over by Marstons in a sale
worth £55m . Wells are
known for Bombardier,
Young's Chocolate Stout
and Wells Banana Bread
Beer. It is understood
brewing will continue at the
site and that their pub
estate is not included in
this sale.
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CAMRA LocAle is an initiative that promotes pubs & clubs stocking locally brewed real ale. Below
is a list of those in the Sunderland & South Tyneside branch that sell beer brewed in Northumberland, Tyne & Wear and County Durham. If you have any updates please email the branch Pubs
Officer, sst.pubsofficer@gmail.com.
East Boldon
Boldon Cricket Club
Mid Boldon Club
East Rainton
Highfield Hotel
Hebburn
White Lead
Jarrow
McConnells Gin & Ale House
Ryhope
Guide Post

South Shields
Florence Bar & Bistro
Marine
Steamboat
Sunderland
Chesters
Dun Cow
Fitzgeralds
Ivy House
Kings Arms
Museum Vaults

Sunderland (cont.)
Oak Tree Farm
Poetic License
Port of Call
Promenade
Ship Isis
Three Horse Shoes
Washington
Courtyard
Sir William de Wessyngton

Below is a list of pubs that offer a discount off real ale for
card carrying CAMRA members. Again, if you have any
updates please email sst.pubsofficer@gmail.com
The Avenue, Sunderland - 10% discount.

Longship Hebburn, 10% discount.

Chaplins, Sunderland - 10% discount.

Peacock, Sunderland 20p off a pint.

Chesters, Sunderland - 10% discount.

Poetic License, Roker 10% discount.

Dun Cow, Sunderland - 20p off a pint.

Ship Isis, Sunderland- 20p off a pint.

Fountain, South Shields - 10% discount.

The Smugglers Roker - 10% discount.

Grey Horse, East Boldon - 10p off a pint

Tipsy Cow - Sunderland - 10% discount.

Guide Post, Ryhope - 20p off a pint.

White Lead - Hebburn, 20p off a pint.

Ivy House, Sunderland - 10% Discount.

The following take 50p discount vouchers for real ale and cider.
Cooper Rose, Sunderland.
Sir William De Wessington, Washington.
Wild Boar, Houghton le Spring.
William Jameson, Sunderland.
Wouldhave, South Shields.
Real ale loyalty card for members and non members :Chaplins, Fitzgeralds, Guide Post, - All Sunderland.
Grey Horse - East Boldon.

www.sst.camra.org.uk

( Solution Page 30)
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The CAMRA National Pub
Awards have been held since
1988. Looking at the list,
which can be found on the
CAMRA website, I have until
recently, been to only one ;
the 1994 winner, The
Beamish Mary in No Place
Co. Durham . So at Easter we
visited the latest winner, The
George and Dragon in the
small village of Hudswell just
outside Richmond, North
Yorkshire.
The village itself is just over
half a mile long with properties
on either side of a minor road.
In the centre is the George &
Dragon. The pub closed in
2008 but was rescued by the
locals and reopened in June
2010 as Yorkshire’s first
community pub.

handpulls on the bar and a
real coal fire.
Doors open out at the rear of
the lounge to a large garden
area, with excellent views over
the Swale Valley.

On the day of our visit, 5 ales
were all from Yorkshire
breweries. The 6th handpull
was a cider. I had a pint of
Small World Long Moor Pale
and half of a Westons cherry
flavoured cider. Both were in

Opting for some exercise, we
parked the car next to the
River Swale at Round Howe
car park, just outside
Richmond, and walked
through Hudswell Woods,
including climbing 200 steep
steps to get up to the village.
There was a small welcoming
sign at the top ( see picture)
good condition.
On entering the pub, to the left
is a small snug leading to the
toilets and the all-important
cellar. To the right is the
mainsplit level lounge, with six

The pub was ticking over with
what seemed to be mostly
visitors, and had a typical
friendly village pub

www.sst.camra.org.uk

atmosphere. Meals are
offered from a simple menu
and they have regular food
nights.
Next door, and part of the pub,
is the village shop. On the wall
in between the doors of the
pub and the shop was an NHS
defibrillator! I’m thinking this
should have been at the top of
those steep steps!

There is a pub library and I
noticed one of the books
documented the visit of
Prince Charles (who else)
to this community pub in
September 2015. For the
record, he pulled his own
pint, Wensleydale White Scar.
The drinks were not that
expensive for being in the
middle of nowhere, £3 per
pint. Although I did notice
when I was looking later at
the photographs I took, half
pints were £1.60. !

Ken Paul
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CAMRA- ANGLE PUB WALKS:
No 5 - Beer in the Boldons
TO EAST BOLDON

WEST BOLDON
Black Horse

X
(Bus Stops)

Travelling Man

Red Lion

..
@Google Maps 2017

This is an update of an article
published in Issue 7 of
CAMRA Angle, Winter 2004
edition. The article mentioned
3 real ale pubs and a club ; in
the intervening years the
number of real ale hostelries
has doubled.
Walking distance is approx 2
miles largely alongside a main
road ; how to get there (and
back) are detailed at the end,
This walk can be started from
either end but it is suggested
beginning at The Travelling
Man in West Boldon and
walking towards East Boldon.
From the Travelling Man head
east for about 10 minutes
towards the centre of West
Boldon and The Red Lion.

After quenching the thirst,
cross the road and go left
along Rectory Bank. Pass on
your left the Wheatsheaf, ( no
real ale) and cross the road to
a Good Beer Guide regular,
The Black Horse.
On leaving the pub, turn left
and walk through the cut by
the church to bring you back
onto the main road. A 15
minute walk will bring you to
the Black Bull in East Boldon.
Its then a short walk to Mid
Boldon Club; this is a
private club ( ring bell for
access) - check Whatpub.com
for opening hours. Nearby is
The Grey Horse, another
regular in the Good Beer
Guide, and CAMRA members
benefit from 10% discount.

The next pub, Beggars
Bridge, is about 10 minutes
walk and is handily situated
next to East Boldon Metro
Station.
There is optional detour
shown on the map to East
Boldon Cricket Club.
Bus & Metro Information:From Jarrow & N Shields:9
From Newcastle :X34, X36, Metro ( E Boldon)
From South Shields :30, 50, 50A, X34
From Sunderland :9, 35, X36, Metro
From Washington :50, 50A
From Whitburn & Seaburn:-.
558, Metro ( Seaburn only)
Beggars Bridge

Black Bull

EAST BOLDON
Mid Boldon Club
Grey Horse

@Google 2017

www.sst.camra.org.uk

Ryhope Street South, Ryhope, Sunderland, SR2 0RN
Tel :- 0191 5235735

● 3 handpulls serving mostly local cask ales.
● 20p a pint discount for card carrying CAMRA members.
● Cask Ale Club offering buy 8 pints get 1 free.
● Monthly Beer Club evening with food matching.

WEDNESDAY - Free Pool & Jukebox
SATURDAY - Karaoke & live band once a month
SUNDAY - Karaoke, Poker , Domino Handicap and free buffet from 4pm.
SKY SPORTS and BT SPORT
Beer Garden at rear
We are open from Noon till Midnight 7 days a week.
www.the guidepost.co.uk
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NOTICE BOARD
The piece on page 21 about the
RAT Brewery reminded me of my
favourite pump clip of 2015.

O
Britain’s annual National Beer Day will
be taking place on the 15th June 2017,
culminating with a national “Cheers to
Beer” at 7pm that evening.
Beer Day Britain is supported by a
coalition of organisations, including
CAMRA. The idea is that drinkers
participate in a “Cheers to Beer” together
in order to support the trade and raise
awareness and interest in pub-going
across the country.
The event will span over the weekend
to end on Father’s Day on the 18th June.
The plan is to encourage pubs and
breweries to host beer events over that
weekend in addition to the National
Cheers to Beer

O

DIARY DATES

O

JUNE
Tues 13th June ,
8pm

SST Branch Meeting Grey
Horse East Boldon 8pm

Wed 14th June,
7.30pm

Tyneside & Northumberland
Branch Meeting , The
Chillingham Newcastle

Thu 15th June

Beer Day Britain.

Thu 15th - Sat 17th
June.

Tynedale Beer Festival,
Corbridge.

Wed 21st June
7.30pm

Darlington Branch Mtg,
Britannia Darlington

JULY
Thu 6th- Sat 8th

SPBW First National
WOODFEST 2017,
Castleford ( info
woodfest2017.com)

Mon 10th July
7.30pm

Durham Branch Meeting,
Head of Steam Durham.
SST Branch Mtg TBC

AUGUST/ SEPTEMBER
Tues 8th - Sat 12th

Gt British Beer Festival,
Olympia London.

Mon 14th Aug
7.30pm

Durham Branch Meeting
TBC

Thu 31st - Sat 2nd
Sept

Durham Beer Festival,
Dunelm House Durham

Sat 2nd Sept 1pm

CAMRA Regional Mtg.,
Durham Beer Festival

O
ISSUE 47 PUB QUIZ CORRECTIONS
O
In the last Issue of CAMRA Angle two incorrect answers were given for
the Pub Quiz ( you can’t get the staff). For those of you that have been
stressed out over this since then, the questions and correct answers
are given below :Q 14
Which London football club plays their home games at
Griffin Park ?
BRENTFORD
Q 15
Which Maxim seasonal beer is “Always on at
Christmas”?
THE GREAT ESCAPE

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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AN OUSEBURN WANDER FOR ERIC
By Michael Wynne
In April last year, one of
the North East real ale
scenes best known
characters, Eric Larkham
died after a short illness.
Eric was a real gentleman
and it no boast to say on
the beer front, he was one
of the most
knowledgeable people we
have ever met.
He was a common sight in
the areas pubs always
carrying his trademark
bag for life and his
enthusiasm was
infectious.
Aside from CAMRA
circles, (he was a former
chairman of the Tyneside
and Northumberland
Branch of CAMRA) , his
other passion was his
beloved Ouseburn Valley
in the east end of
Newcastle.
Eric was one of the main
people behind the
Ouseburn Trust and his
activities included guided
historical walks ; he was
one of the guides to the
Victoria Tunnel.
The Ouseburn Trust are
planning their own
celebration of Eric but the
north east branch of the
Society for the
Preservation of Beers

from the Wood decided
to celebrate our friend with
a pub crawl through his
Ouseburn Valley.
So on Sunday 2 April
2017 we gathered at the
Cumberland Arms to visit
the Ouseburn pubs as
Eric would have done by gravity, starting at the
high point of the
Cumberland and going
downhill.
While waiting for the rest
of the party to arrive, we
sampled the pubs own
Northern Alchemy
Brewery Styrian Bobek
and Three Kings
Brewery Old Vienna, the
latter served from a
wooden cask.
By the time we set off
down the hill to the next
pub, the party had grown
to over 20. Next stop at
the bottom of the steps
and the foot of Stepney
Bank was the Ship Inn,
the first pub Eric had
drunk in. We enjoyed
Three Kings Billy Mill
before the short walk to
The Cluny.
This had recently been
sold by Cameron’s to its
tenant and we savoured
another Three Kings beer,
Silver Darling.

www.sst.camra.org.uk

Next stop was The Tyne
Bar under Glasshouse
Bridge where we enjoyed
Wylam Comet while
listening to the
Groovematics featuring
SPBW member Mick
Cantwell.
A short walk took us to the
Free Trade, the current
Tyneside CAMRA pub of
the year where we supped
on Allendale Pennine
Pale. The pub, although
quite shabby, has an
excellent range of beers
and a panoramic view
across the Tyne.
Our final stop was a 10
minute walk to the Tyne
Bank Brewery Tap
Room. This large
warehouse houses the
brewery and tap room.
Their West Coast Pale
was sampled before it was
time to catch the Q3 bus
back into town and head
home.
We all had an excellent
day amongst friends from
local CAMRA and SPBW
circles and look forward to
our next Ouseburn
wander.

Cheers Eric!
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The Town Mouse
Newcastle's newest and
smallest micropub opened
in February 2017. Called
The Town Mouse, it is
located in a basement in
St Mary's Place, five

Newburn , Newcastle ; it
was very light and fruity.
The next one along was
the oddly named
Birthdays was the Worst
Days a 6% IPA from
Track Brewing
Company of
Manchester. This had a
very pronounced citrus
bouquet and taste from
the hops.

minutes walk from
Haymarket Metro .
opposite the Civic Centre
The small L shaped bar
holds 50 at the most and
is run by former data
analyst John Sibley.
When we visited, there
were 4 keg beers and 4
cask beers on offer. As
usual, being a methodical
chap, I started from left to
right.
First off was Convive
Blonde, a 3.9% blonde
session beer, single
hopped with American
Cascade from Box Social
Brewing based in

The third was another
Manchester beer,
Chocolate Marble
a stout of 5.5%
from
Marble Beers
brewed with
cho
chocolate malt
which produces a
rich
coffee bouquet and
tastes absolutely
gorgeous!
The final beer was
Comanche from
Errant Brewery,
Forth Street

c
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Newcastle. At 4.5% is a
black porter with a smooth
chocolate taste, lovely!
It is rare for me to try all
the cask beers in a pub
and to find them all
excellent, need I say
more!
Cheers

Terry Ford
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TEA TIME BREWING COMPANY, KRAKOW
On a recent trip to this
lovely city in Poland I was
surprised to come across
a bar in Krakow which
specialised in UK Real
Ales imaginatively named
“The House of Beer”
This impressive venture
featured 20 taps in a Beer
Festival format using the
cardboard plasti-keg gas
fed taps. There was a
comprehensive selection
of beers, however most
were blondes and light
bitters which I would
assume is in keeping with
the local beer colouring.
All in all a very pleasant
surprise and a couple of
very nice beers, with pint
glasses to boot.
After happening upon one
such purveyor of fine
English ales I decided a
little research was in
order, this brought me to
the jewel in the crown,
The “Tea Time Brewing
Company” boasting the
accolade of being the very
first Real Ale pub in all of
Poland! We decided
further investigation was
in order.
Situated on the fringe of

the Jewish Quarter of
Krakow on the banks of
the river Wisla, the
unassuming exterior gave
no clues of the delights
held within. On entering
the pub you a greeted by
a huge blackboard, (see
picture) , laying out the
wares of this fine looking
establishment which to all
intents and purposes
could have been in the
UK.

This was when things
started to get
interesting. On the head
of the stairwell there was
a sign with a tube station
style map with stops
leading from Todmorden
to Krakow via Hebden
Bridge, a pint and further
investigation ensued. Oh!
And real beer mats too
Greeted by friendly
efficient staff who were
knowledgeable regarding
the wares and flavours
thereof, it was decided a
mini session was well over
due ; - note to self, do not
start on the 6% ABV….
With prices ranging for 6
to 13zl, (1zl =20p) for a ½
to a pint it could have
been so easy to forget the
way back to the hotel,

A mahogany bar sporting
10 hand pumps runs
three quarters the length
of the pub and to the left
of this a staircase leads
down to the brewery
which is open to public
viewing. Yes! They
actually brew on the
premises.

fortunately my trusty
partner led me away from
temptation after 4 very
impressive ales.
The photographs within
the article tell the story far
better than I could hope to
so please see over the
information and history
taken from the pub
website.

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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T.E.A TIME is Poland's
first and only real ale
brewpub, serving
delicious, award-winning,
fresh ales direct from their
on-site brewery. The
Brewpub also serves as
the Brewery Tap for sister
brewery Browar Twigg located a few miles away
in Nowa Huta.
Featuring on BBC1
television, T.E.A. TIME
pioneered the introduction
of English real ale in
Poland - T.E.A. stands for
'Traditional English Ale'
which is served from
casks via handpumps. In
addition to unique real
ales, the brewpub also
offers customers a chance

to view the brewery
located in the basement.
The brewpub is perfectly
located close to the Wisla
river, just a stone's throw
from the famous Wawel
Castle.
T.E.A. TIME history dates
back to 1992 when John
Eastwood started brewing
in Huddersfield, England.
The Eastwood brewery
rapidly rose to fame
winning numerous awards
across England at
CAMRA festivals including
a bronze medal at the
Great British Beer Festival
in 2001. In addition to
bringing the original
Eastwood award winning
ales beers back to life,

customers can also enjoy
some amazing new brews
from this fantastic Kraków
brewpub.
As well as quality real
ales, the T.E.A. Time also
offers fine English teas,
coffees, cakes, pies and
pizza.
I would strongly
recommend any of our
members travelling to
Poland check out this
wonderful and unexpected
find.
http://www.teatimebrewery
.com/

Graham Laddie

THE STEPS
Real Ale, Real Pub, Real People.
5 EVER CHANGING
REAL ALES.
WE ARE IN THE 2017
GOOD BEER GUIDE
QUIZ NIGHT : TUESDAY
FROM 9 PM WITH FREE
HOT SUPPER.
Functions catered for.
Call 0191 4150733

Open : Mon-Fri 3.30pm-11pm, Sat Noon-11pm, Sun Noon-10.30pm
the.steps@btconnect.com
47 Spout Lane,
2 minutes walk from Washington
www.sst.camra.org.uk
Washington,NE38 7HP.
Village Green.
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HUDDERSFIELD AND A PUB YOU
DON’T WANT TO LEAVE
Making use of discount
train travel recently, a
group of us decided to
travel to Huddersfield

fantastic drink again. You
may recall this was the
winner of the best beer at
our 2016 Octoberfest.

The town railway station is
unusual in that it has two
pubs, The Kings Head at
the northbound end of the
main station building and
The Head of Steam at
the other end. I had
visited both with the family
doing the Transpennine
Real Ale trail in 2011, but
not ventured further into
the town.

One of the lads wanted to
watch his team (Man City)

So one Saturday in early
May, five of us travelled
from Chester le Street
and Durham to this West
Yorkshire town. Two pubs
had been recommended
by fellow CAMRA
members; The Grove and
The Sportsman. In fact,
an article in a 2010 edition
of CAMRA Angle
describes a visit to the
Grove, and nobody
wanting to leave!
Arriving early at 10am and
passing former PM Harold
Wilson's statue in the
Station Square, we
headed for The Cheery
Tree for a Wetherspoons
breakfast. Now I know it
was early but a local beer,
Elland 1872 Porter was
on, so it was good
opportunity to have this

One local brewer,
Mallinsons has a
dedicated handpull in the
Sportsman’s, so a pint of
new ale, So Long, went
down well.
Then .it was back towards
the station to check out
the Kings Head and Head
of Steam, both now open.
Sadly for the City
supporter, but not for the
rest of us, there were no
TVs.

on the TV, so the next
pub, the Sportsman
opened at 11am, and
being just
5 minutes’
walk
seemed an
obvious
choice, as
it was
open.
Whilst a
great pub,
with a
good
choice of
beers on 8
handpulls it seemed an
odd name for a pub, given
there was no TVs, pool
table or dart board.

www.sst.camra.org.uk

The County Hotel, near
the bus station, was
recommended by a local,
so off he dashed with us
in leisurely pursuit.
I noticed that this pub, as
well as some Xmas
decorations hanging from
the roof, had a Cask

Marque plaque outside,
but to me, and some of
the others, the beers were
not that exceptional in
quality, just OK.
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Time to move on and to
head to just outside the
town centre to what would
end up being my highlight

of the day, The Grove.
This really was a pub you
didn’t want to leave.
On entering, there is a
snug on the right and a
large lounge bar on the
left. A huge blackboard
displayed the 19 ( YES
NINETEEN) handpulled
ales which are spread
between the 2 bars. They
also sell real cider and
over 250 foreign bottled
beers. Part of the lounge
has comfortable
Chesterfield armchairs
and sofas; easy to sink

into, but difficult to get out
of.

two, the Kings Head with
its impressive range of 10
real ales.

The Whatpub description
Since my last visit in 2011,
for the Grove states
it was been “done out”
that there will always
and made for a relaxing
be a wide range of
beer styles.
Sure enough,
there was a
Chocolate Stout
from Mallinsons,
and a very
impressive Brass
Castle Black Russian at
THE KINGS ARMS
7%., served in the
pubs own
personalised pint glasses.
drink before battling our
way through the the
There was time for one
crowds on the platform for
more pub before we
our train back home.
caught the train. We
reluctantly left the Grove
FURTHER READING ON
and headed back towards
sst.camra.org,uk ;
the town centre for
something to eat then a
Issue 23 - Huddersfield &
last drink in either of the 2
Holmfirth
station pubs.
Issue 26 - Transpennine
Both were heaving with
Real Ale Trail.
Saturday evening drinkers
but we managed to secure
Ken Paul.
a table at the better of the

RAT INFESTATION

The Rat Brewery is
located in the cellar of the
Rat and Ratchet pub in
Huddersfield and is part
of the Ossett Brewery
group.
The brewery produces a
range of interesting and
unusual beers and
following a new supply
deal, they should be

available at Head of
Steam pubs including the
Ship Isis in Sunderland.

First up was their flagship
pale ale White Rat
followed by Ratchet in the
Rye. Ignore the cheesy
names, these are
excellent beers.
The Harbour View in
Roker has also had a Rat

www.sst.camra.org.uk

infestation with Hi KaRate
being available.
The best Rat friendly pub
in the area has been the
Old Fox in Felling which
has had a ridiculous range
of rats available recently.
Look out for more rats at a
pub near you.

Michael Wynne.
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HOPS & CHEESE writes Michael Wynne.
( who likes his cheese as much as he likes his beer !)
In March we attended the
annual general meeting of
Cleveland CAMRA at
Camerons Brewery visitor
centre.

We had planned to return
to the Rat on the way
home but it closes at
8:15pm on Fridays.
Damn!

Amongst the snippets of
news we got from the
meeting was the latest
venture of Hartlepool lad
Doctor Phil - of the
micropub bearing his
name in Middlesbrough.

So, we leave the Rat
Race and head to our
main destination - Hops
and Cheese.
To get there turn right out
of the station, pass the
Wetherspoons,(the Lloyd
Jackson) , turn left on to
Tower Street, pass the
Jackson’s Arms and you
will reach Hops & Cheese.

His latest venture was a
beer and cheese bar in
Hartlepool.
As lovers of both, we were
eager to visit the new
venture and on Friday 31
March, four of us set out
for an early evening visit
to Hartlepool.
There is an hourly
Northern Rail service
between Sunderland and
Hartlepool and so armed
with £5.90 off peak returns
we arrived at Hartlepool
just after 5pm.

Don’t be shy, sit down and
enjoy the crack with the
other regulars and wait to
be served. There is no bar
and beer is drawn from
cooled casks in a small
cellar. 4 beers are usually
available.
We opted for Bristol Beer
Factory Twelve Apostles

.
The first stop was the Rat
Race Ale House The
Rat was the first micropub
in the area and is still the
perfect template for what
a micropub should be.
It is located in a former
taxi office on the railway
station concourse and
the single room has
seating for around 20

www.sst.camra.org.uk

The first thing that strikes
you when you enter is the
aroma of cheese.
This is a simple shop
conversion with a bar and
very simple decor. The
lampshades are cheese
graters! (See picture)
Continued over.
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Rotherham, a new
brewery to the area for
me.
After ordering our beer,
we looked at the
extensive cheese
menu and opted for a
platter of 5 cheeses and
cooked meats.
The cheeses ordered
were Crop well Bishop
Stilton, Cornish Blue,
Cornish Coastal
Cheddar, Camembert
Rustique and Hereford
Hop.
Three cask beers are on
offer and we plumped for
Chantry Steelos from

These were served with
bread and biscuits on a

slate tile. There was more
than enough for the 4 of
us and at £17 it was
excellent value.
When we had finished our
cheese, our attention was
then drawn to the Scotch
eggs.
We shared chorizo and
breakfast eggs which
were home made and
best of all, the yokes were
still runny!
Hops and Cheese is
welcome addition to the
pub scene in Hartlepool
and is definitely worth a
visit.

Sunderland & South Tyneside CAMRA
Branch Cider Pub of the Year
There are two winners of the Cider Pub
of the Year for 2017 :
Sunderland - The Ship Isis.
South Tyneside - The Marine.
Steph Chandler ( left) of The
Marine is presented with the
award by Branch Cider Officer
Steven Clough.
There will be a similar
presentation to the Ship Isispictured left; as we go to press.
The Regional Cider Pub of the
year is one of our advertisers,
The Station House in Durham.
Congratulations to all 3 pubs.

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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MARGATE by Terry Ford
On yet another pilgrimage
to see the Outlaws. The
wife announced we were
going to have to visit the
Turner Contemporary at
Margate, the thought of
looking at Tracey Emin's
manky bed did not appeal!
A quick scour of the
interweb revealed there
were 4 micropubs in
Margate ;that's more like
it!
When I was trying to find a
parking place I asked a
bloke with a pint in his
hand if it was ok to park
nearby, asking him the
obvious question he told
me there was a CAMRA
festival on that day. There
might be a God after all!

welcoming and explained
the Fez was a symbol of
friendship and tolerance
ala Tommy Cooper.
On the walls were posters
of three of my favourite
black artists
Inside the Harbour Arms Chuck Berry, Howlin' Wolf
and Bo Diddley.
Kent Session Pale at
Third was The Two
3.7%, Madcat Crispin Ale
Halves right on the sea
at 4% and JR Best at
front. Inside this
4.2%.
resembled a cafe on the
French Riviera. I had a
pint from the Westerham
Brewery.
I could not find the fourth
micro so I legged it to the
beer festival. Over the
Easter weekend at the
Planet Thanet Beer
Festival there were 182
beers and a shed load of
cider (68) on sale and
over 3,500 people visited.
The majority of the beers I
saw were golden ales.

What's a man to do visit 4
micropubs or a beer
festival? Only one thing to
do in a situation like this,
visit both!
The first port of call was a
micropub right near the
end of the pier (come on
South Shields!) Called the
Harbour Arms , there
were three ales on tap:
Next up was The Fez a
brilliantly decorated pub
looking like a American
1940 drug store
complete with barber
chair, juke box
a real Fez and an old
radiogram which was
playing Howlin' Wolf.
It is run by a North
Eastern lad, Phil Evans
who was very
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I tried the Grasshopper
Kentish Bitter from
Westerham Brewery at
Continued over
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MARGATE continued
3.7% and Yellow Tail from
Wantsum Brewery at
4.5% both were selling at
£3 a pint. It looked very
well organised with loads
of volunteers in evidence

Unfortunately I had a
mobile phone with me and
I got the call to retreat.
On the way back
to the Mother In
Law's cage we
called in at the
birthplace of
micropubs in
Herne, The
Butcher's
Arms, where
mate Martyn
Hillier signed a

copy of The Micropub
Guide and even the late
Rik Mayall dropped in for
a pint!

our

Beer Festival News

Britain’s biggest beer festival will
be returning to London this
summer from the 8th-12th August
at London Olympia. Do you have
your tickets yet?
CAMRA is giving away two free
tickets to readers who enter by the
21st July 2017 at
www.gbbf.org.uk/competitions.
Branch Magazine Competition.indd 1

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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News from the Wood
It has been another busy
3 months since the last
issue. March's meeting of
the North East branch of
the Society for the
Preservation of Beers
from the Wood took us
to Haltwhistle Comrades
Club.
We enjoyed the excellent
Big Lamp Prince Bishop
Ale and Hadrian Border
Grainger Ale from
wooden casks. We were
also treated to Carol’s
homemade steak pie and
peas.
The meeting closed with
an egg jarping (*)
competition won by Dave
Grundy.
The Hadrian Border cask
was sent to Yates
Brewery in Wigton to be
filled with their bitter. It
was available in The
Bacchus in Newcastle.

followed by an excellent
cheeseboard.

6th to 8th July. ( See
photo )

The other beer
from the wood
of the day was
at the Marine
where we again
drank Hadrian
Border
Grainger Ale.
Upcoming
events include
the Woodfest
at The
Oddfellows, in
North Shields
over the Spring
bank holiday
weekend.
June’s meeting
will be at the
Brown Bear in
Berwick at
12.30. Observers are
welcome to attend as
guests.

The day was completed
with a stop off at The
Tannery in Hexham.

In July we celebrate our
third birthday at the Old
Elm Tree in Durham
where it all started.

April 's meeting took us to
the Steamboat in South
Shields where we enjoyed
Wylam Cascade and
Maxim Samson.

Also in July, the first
National Woodfest will
take place at the Horse
and Jockey in Castleford,
West Yorkshire from

More information about
SPBW and the Woodfest
can be found at,
www.spbw.com, .

Michael Wynne

* Egg jarping :- A contestant holds a hard-boiled egg and with it taps
the egg of another contestant with the aim of breaking that egg without
breaking one's own. The World Championships are held every Easter in Peterlee.

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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PUB QUIZ
1.

What, in Edinburgh Castle, is Mons Meg?

2.

What was the name of the donkey in the Winnie-The-Pooh stories?

3.

Who wrote The Raven, The Pit & The Pendulum and Masque of the Red Death?

4.

In the world of dogs, what is unique about the Basenji?

5.

The names of 8 US presidents end in “Son”. The last was Lyndon B Johnson, who
was the first?

6.

Who drew Middlesbrough to play Peterborough in the quarter finals of the
Rumbelows cup live on TV in 1992?

7.

The southernmost point in the USA is in which state ?

8.

Which Buddy Holly hit reached no 1 shortly after he died in Feb 1959?

9.

Other than water, malt, hops and yeast, what additional ingredient is added to
Williams Brothers Kelpie Ale?

10. In which county is the town of Melton Mowbray?
11. Lewes used to be the county town of Sussex. It’s now the county town of which
county?
12. Which TV program, and occasional film, features the Great Gonzo?
13. .de is the internet country code for which country?
14. Name the first person to kneel before Queen Elizabeth II after her coronation?
15. Culture: - what item of clothing did ventriloquist dummy Orville the Duck wear. ?
16. What is the German for “cheers!”?
17. Which brewery makes St Cuthbert IPA?
18. Which member of the royal family (now deceased) apparently pulled a pint in the
Queens Head, Stepney E London in July 1987?
19. Which shipping forecast area is sailed into on leaving the mouth of the Wear ?
20. Zythos is which country’s equivalent of CAMRA ?

www.sst.camra.org.uk

TAKEN FROM PUB DOORWAYS PICTURE QUIZ.
Identify from which pubs these photographs were taken. Answers with Pub Quiz Answers.

B
A

C

D

E

F
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CROSSWORD SOLUTION

PUB QUIZ AND PICTURE QUIZ ANSWERS
1

Giant Cannon

11

East Sussex

2

Eeyor

12

The Muppets

3

Edgar Allan Poe

13

Germany

4

Doesn’t bark

14

Duke of Edinburgh

5

Thomas Jefferson

15

A nappy

6

Donald Trump

16

Prost !

7

Hawaii

17

Durham

8

It doesn't matter anymore

18

Queen Mother

9

Seaweed

19

Tyne

10

Leicestershire

20

Belgium

A

Dun Cow Sunderland

B

Washington Arms

C

Copt Hill, Houghton

D

Crown Posada, Newcastle

E

Poetic License, Roker

F

Marine, South Shields
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Join up, join in, join
the campaign

Discover
why we joined.
camra.org.uk/
members

From
as little as

£25*
a year. That’s less
than a pint a
month!

Join us, and together we can protect the traditions of great British
pubs and everything that goes with them.
Become part of the CAMRA community today – enjoy discounted
entry to beer festivals and exclusive member offers. Learn about
brewing and beer and join like-minded people supporting our
campaigns to save pubs, clubs, your pint and more.

Join the campaign today at

www.camra.org.uk/joinup

*Price for paying by Direct Debit and correct at April 2017. Concessionary rates available. Please visit
camra.org.uk/membership-rates
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CAMRA BRANCH
PUB OF THE YEAR
2016
And REGIONAL
PUB OF THE YEAR
2015
Pub of the Year Presentation

Nine Cask Ales
70 whiskies and 30 rums
Fine selection of
bottled craft beers
Mill Dam
SOUTH SHIELDS
NE33 1 EQ Tel: 0191 4540134
www.sst.camra.org.uk

