CASK MARQUE
The Alum Ale House
achieved 100% grade
across all categories

13 Real Ales!

MARSTON’S
NORTH EAST REGION
CASK ALE PUB
THIS AWARD IS
PRESENTED TO THE

ALUM ALE HOUSE
FOR OUTSTANDING
CELLAR MANAGEMENT
AND
CASK ALE QUALITY

Amazing views from the beer garden
Join us on Facebook

Ferry Landing, SOUTH SHIELDS
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Welcome to CAMRA-Angle 39
Welcome to the 39�� edition of CAMRAAngle! No special Real Ale Trail insert in
this edition, but you may have already
noticed that it is slightly heavier, slightly
thicker. Thanks to a greater uptake of
advertising space we have been able to
increase the number of pages to 36, with
the distinct possibility of even further
expansion in further issues. Our magazine
is distributed widely throughout our
Branch area and beyond. When someone
arrives in Sunderland or South Shields
from Leeds or Cumbria, to sample the
ales in our pubs, simply because they

have read an issue or two of CAMRAAngle, it fills us with a warm glow! If
you’re going on holiday, or travelling on
business, why not take a few copies with
you, to leave in pubs you visit. Why not
have your photograph taken in some
exotic location, whilst reading the Angle?
See some early submissions on page 32.
But more importantly, leaving copies in
pubs throughout the country and beyond
shares what’s going on in our neck of the
woods, and provides publicity for the
Campaign for Real Ale, our Branch and
our advertisers.

1, Gadwall Road
Houghton-le-Spring DH4 5NL
Telephone: (0191) 584 8844 Email: admin@dmbc.org.uk
www.camra-angle.co.uk
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Members Matter
EDITOR

Sid Dobson
Magazine01@ camra-angle.co.uk

EDITORIAL

At our last Branch Meeting it was revealed that we now
have 576 members, and re-elected Chairman, Michael
Wynne, set out as one of our campaigning targets for this
year to achieve the 600 mark. Branch officers were reelected en bloc at the AGM, which was held at The Ship
Isis on 10�� March.

Robin Sanderson
Magazine01@camra-angle.co.uk

ADVERTISING

David Brazier / Robin
Sanderson
Ads01@camra-angle.co.uk
Rates for advertisements:
Full page: £90.00
Half page: £60.00
Quarter page: £40.00

Thanks for having us
Recent meetings were held at The Dun Cow (Sunderland),
The Steamboat (South Shields) and The Ship Isis
(Sunderland). We thank them for their hospitality.
Details of future meetings will be despatched to members
by email, will appear in What’s Brewing and be included in
the electronic newsletter sent out to members each
quarter.

FANCY YOURSELF AS A WRITER
WE are always on the lookout for
real ale related stories to be used
in the CAMRAANGLE. They can be
historical or current, locally-based
or involving travel to exotic
locations such as Middlesbrough,
Montreal, Moscow or Morpeth, for
example.

LETTERS
HAVE you got opinion on the pub
or beers available in our branch
area, or on any other matter? Get
writing now, and let our readers
know what you think.

CONTACT US
WE welcome comments and
drinkers. They can be emailed to
our editor at Magazine01@camraangle.co.uk, or posted to the
following address: Sid Dobson, 39
Brodie Close, Whiteleas, Tyne &
Wear, NE34 8LB.

****
CAMRAANGLE is published by the
Sunderland & South Tyneside Branch of
CAMRA © 2003 . Views or comments
expressed in this publication may not be
necessarily those of the Editor or of
CAMRA.

In this issue…
In this issue, read about:
● Pub and Brewery News
● Our featured pubs: Wild Boar, Chaplins and Dolly Peel
● Pub and Club of the Year Vote
● Campaigning issues and successes
● Terry Ford’s visit to the outlaws and The Square and Compass
on the Jurassic Coast
● Ken Paul’s visit to the Centre of Britain (Haltwhistle)
● Book Reviews
● Hop Music - Robin Sanderson enjoys some ale and blues
● CAMRA North East
● How the Angle goes down well in the Med - literally
● Ken’s Pub Quiz and Robin’s Picture Puzzle
And please support our advertisers, who are supporting us!

Are you getting your fair share?
If you come across a pub that fails to serve full measure, fails to
display a price list, strengths or business names, please contact
Consumer Direct on 08454 04 05 06, http://consumerdirect.gov.uk
or your local trading standard office:
Sunderland Trading Standards
Civic Centre
SR2 7DN
5531717
consumer.advice@sunderland.gov.uk
South Tyneside Council
Town Hall & Civic Offices
Westoe Road
South Shields

www.camra-angle.co.uk

Dun Cow
Come and visit our village pub,
With traditional bar, cosy lounge
and real fires.
Real Ales,
4 ever-changing ales, always on!
Choose from 2 light, 2 dark!
A fine selection of malt whiskeys

How to find us

Family and dog friendly
No meals, but Toasties available.
Lounge available for functions, parties
and meetings - free of charge.
Dun Cow, The Village, Seaton
Seaham, Co Durham SR7 0NA
Tel: 0191 5131133
Facebook: Duncow Seaton-Village

SEAHAM
The Dun Cow

©Google

Open from 4-00pm Mon - Friday and from 12-00 Saturday and Sunday
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PUB NEWS
Sunderland is city on the up
- on the beer scene at least.
The major story is the sale by
Jarrow Brewery of the Isis to
Sunderland University who
in turn have leased the pub
to Cameron's who will run it
as part of their Head of
Steam chain.
Changes have been minimal,
Jarrow Rivetcatcher will
remain a regular beer. This
will be complemented by a
Cameron's beer and up to 6
guests. The beer range will
differ from the nearby Dun
Cow so there should be no
duplication. A range of craft
keg ales is now available
alongside an expanded
range of bottled beers.
Three real ciders remain but
the range has changed. The
pub is again called the Ship
Isis.
Joseph's on Holmeside
opened in December. It
advertises itself as a real ale
emporium and has six
handpumps offering a mix of
beers from the likes of
Jarrow, Maxim, Stables and
Ossett at £2.50 a pint.
The Park Lane area has
always been a beer desert
but things have improved
recently with the former
Chase Bar reopening as Port

of Call. The bar sports three
handpumps offering
Thornbridge Jaipur alongside
a beer from Maxim and
Wylam.
Further along Park Lane,
Legacy has recently had four
handpulls fitted offering
beers from larger
established brewers.
North of the Wear in the
Roker Hotel there are major
changes at the R Bar.
The number of handpulls
has already been increased
to twelve but it will reopen
at the end of March
rebranded as Poetic Licence.
It will offer the full range of
Sonnet 43 beers alongside a
range of bottled and craft
keg beers. More in the next
edition.
The Society for the
Preservation of Beers from
the Wood (SPBW) North
East branch had its first
meeting on our patch on
Saturday 7 March in the
Maltings in South Shields.
Over the weekend nine
beers served from wooden
casks were on sale; three
each from Jarrow, Maxim
and Three Kings. Two beers
from the wood were also
available in the Steamboat.

www.camra-angle.co.uk

SPBW returns to our
territory on Saturday 20
June at the Museum Vaults
in Sunderland where more
beer from the wood should
be available.
Since the last issue SPBW
meetings have been held in
Darlington, North Shields
and Haltwhistle. Further
meetings are planned for
Berwick in July.
North East Pub & Club of
the Year 2015
The contenders for the
chance to win CAMRA's
national championships
have now been announced.
Cleveland's entry is the Rat
Race in Hartlepool.
Darlington's again is the
Quakerhouse. Durham city
winner is the Old Elm Tree
and county winner is the
Surtees Arms in Ferryhill
Station. Tyneside &
Northumberland's winners
are the Bodega in Newcastle
and the John Bull in Alnwick
They compete for the title
against our own winner the
Steamboat in South Shields.
The competing clubs are
Darlington Snooker Club,
Chester le Street Cricket
Club, Haltwhistle Comrades
and Jesmond Cricket Club.

BREWERY NEWS
JARROW
B.L.O.: George
Ritson
Major news from Jarrow
Brewery is the recent
opening of a new real ale
pub in Jarrow. Having
purchased the Crusaders
public house, the Brewery
have renovated the
establishment and reopened it as McConnell’s
Gin and Ale House.

A selection of Jarrow ales
and stouts are on offer,
including a new offering
named Pumberger Black
IPA. This is a Bavarian
style dark wheat beer with
a 5.0% ABV, brewed by
an Austrian brewer,
Tobias Pumberger from
the Brauerei Hofstetten.
Tobias spent a month
working with Mikaela,
their Head Brewer and as
part of his stay brewed
this limited edition beer.
There is also a speciality
range of gins on offer. We
wish Jess, Alison and all

at Jarrow Brewery
success in this latest
venture.

TEMPTATION

MAXIM

Two new beers have just
been released Smash!
and Pilsner Pale. Smash!
is a Single Malt and Single
Hop beer using only pale
malt and Centennial hops
Pilsner Pale uses only
pilsner malt and 3 types of
USA hops.

B.L.O.: Ian
Monteith-Preston
Double Maxim bottles are
now available at Co-op.
Maximus joining Double
Maxim and Swedish
Blonde on
J.D.Wetherspoons
national list.
Lambtons recipe
tweaked, now being dry
hopped with Citra hops.
(Look out for new pump
clip.)

B.L.O.: Alan
Harrison

New beers nearly ready
for release include Vanilla
Bourbon Porter and
Mosaic Pale Ale. These
should be ready in a
couple of weeks time.

Current March specials:
NEW: Hapi Pale Ale
4.0% made with combo of
NZ Hops (Hapi is Maori
word for hops.)
NEW Coffee Porter 4.5%

A new beer will be
launched at this years
Newcastle beer festival.
This will also be the
launch platform for a total
re-branding of
TEMPTATION BREWING
CO.

In April: Boxing Hare
4.1% Spring Chocolate
Ale
NEW: Dundee Pale Ale
4.4% using Aussie hops.

DARWIN /
BREWLAB

On March 21st: Brewery
visit from Tyneside &
Northumberland Branch.
Brewery shop is soon to
launch 5 litre mini casks.
(Shop open Tuesday Friday 12:30 to 18:00)

B.L.O: Fiona
Monteith-Preston
A brewery open evening
took place on 3rd March,
and a Meet the Brewer
night is planned for 23rd
March in Fitzgeralds,
Sunderland..
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What’s New? Plenty!
More Outlets for Real Ale!
Good news for real ale
drinkers in the branch area
as four new outlets recently
opened. Three new sources
of cask ale are within a very
short walk of each other
and add to the choice for
real ale lovers either living
in or visiting Sunderland. A
few yards from the Park
Lane Interchange Bus and
Metro station you will find
“Legacy” (formerly “Pure”).
This bar/restaurant is part
of the Admiral group, and is
aiming to attract real ale
drinkers with its initial
cluster of four hand-pulls
featuring ales such as Doom
Bar, Hobgoblin Gold,
Spitfire and New World
Pale Ale. Plans are afoot to
add a further two
handpulls from a local
brewer. Managers and
former rugby players Miles
and Max Craigs are
determined to make Legacy
a home for rugby with
matches to be featured on
TV screens.
Just across the road from
Legacy is situated Port of
Call, another new outlet for
real ales.
Port of Call is a spacious
bar with a kind of
industrial chic with a naval
theme. There are three
handpulls on the bar, with
Thornbridge Jaipur being a

offer. Manager Adam
Dickman is delighted with
the way that real ales are
selling.
Just round the corner, in
Holmeside, you will find
Joseph’s Music and Real Ale
Emporium. Named after the
renowned Sunderland toyshop which once occupied
these premises, Joseph’s
provides a single bar with six
handpulls featuring very
reasonably priced guest ales.
There have been many
changes to the real ale scene
in Sunderland over the last
two years, and in an effort
to respond to these changes
the Sunderland & South
Tyneside CAMRA Branch will
be looking to publish a new
version of the Sunderland
Real Ale Trails leaflet during
coming months.

major attraction. There is an
appetising food menu on

www.camra-angle.co.uk

In Jarrow McConnell’s Gin
and Ale House has opened
in the premises formerly
known as The Crusaders. A
welcome addition to the
cask ale scene in the town,
the Jarrow Brewery owned
pub provides customer with
a selection of its own ales
and stouts, and also a range
of speciality gins.
Four new venues providing
cask ales - good news
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THE WILD BOAR, HOUGHTON LE SPRING
If you travel down the
A690 Durham Road from
Sunderland, you may
have seen a road sign
before reaching Houghton
Cut, which says
“Welcome to the Ancient
Town of Houghton Le
Spring”. The sign also
depicts a boar and an oak
tree. This is actually the
Gilpin Crest.
A certain Bernard Gilpin,
born in 1517, was an
influential clergyman
during the reigns of Henry
VIII, Edward VI, Jane,
Mary and Elizabeth I.
Much travelled, he
became the Rector of
Houghton le Spring in
1558. He died in 1583 and
his tomb can be found in
Houghton church. The
Wild Boar, from which the
pub in question was
named, was killed in
Westmoreland by an
ancestor of Gilpin. A local
school is also named after
him.
The history lesson isn’t
over yet though. The
Black Lion pub, which pre
dates the early 19th
century, was located in
Sunderland Street in the
town. It closed in 1969
and was demolished to
make way for a new
bypass, completed in
1970. However, the Royal
Antediluvian Order of
Buffaloes Club ( RAOB)
was built on the same

spot. This club remained
until 2010 when it closed.
Soon after Wetherspoons
refurbished and reopened
the premises as The Wild
Boar in 2011.
The large bar has 10
handpulls serving a
mixture of Wetherspoons
regular ales, local and
national beers and a cider.
Local breweries feature
predominantly and
include Maxim, High
House Farm, Mordue
and North Yorkshire
(near Guisborough). The
bar opens through to
comfortable drinking and
dining areas.
Along with other pubs in
the chain, the Wild Boar
supports the Cancer and
Leukaemia in Childhood
(CLIC) charity, including
an annual darts
competition with other
local Wetherspoons.
Every Monday night a
popular general
knowledge and music pub

www.camra-angle.co.uk

quiz is held. This
coincides with the recently
introduced Mexican
Monday menu.
Since May 2011 the
Houghton le Spring Round
Table has held an annual
beer festival nearby. The
pub supplies a cask of
beer and 2 staff
volunteers to help behind
their bar.
During the spring and
summer months, the Wild
Boar teams up with fellow
pubs , taking punters on
coach trips to other pubs
or breweries. Visits to
Richmond, Leyburn and
Whitby are planned in
2015.
While parking outside can
sometimes be difficult,
The Wild Boar is handily
located near the town
centre bus stops, with
regular services to
Sunderland, South
Shields, Chester le Street,
Durham, Newcastle and
Washington.

CAMRA-Angle 39

- Spring 2015

13

CHAPLINS
Chaplins is a busy city centre
pub which also serves as a
community local for its
regular customers. Just over
two years ago, in December
2013, the former Barracuda
chain pub was purchased by
cousins Lorraine Griffiths
and Debra Woods, who
immediately began planning
improvements and
developments for the pub.
One of the major initiatives
was to increase the number
of handpulls serving cask ale,
from three to six, with a
further handpulls for real
cider being added in August
2014. The décor of the pub
pays tribute to the industrial
past of Sunderland, with
wall photo-murals and
photographs. In addition
several of the bar tables
depict the word-renowned
shipyards of the area.
One of the three bar
supervisors, Debra Jones has
worked at Chaplins for seven
years and is delighted at the
direction in which the pub is
moving. The ales are
attractively priced to
encourage people to try
them, the range on offer
usually including brews from
Thwaites, Maxim and
Jarrow. Chaplins Best Bitter,
brewed by Thwaites, is

offered at only
£2.10 per pint.
Other cask ales
retail at between
£2.65 and £3.10,
but for cardcarrying CAMRA
members there is a
generous discount
of 10% of these
prices.
Although there is a
considerable number of
students who frequent
Chaplins because of the cask
ales on offer, the major
emphasis is upon serving the
more mature drinker, with
beers, lagers and whiskies
taking predominance over
alco-pops. There is also a
focus on community
activities, with Debra Jones
organising regular sessions
of bingo (every six weeks)
for a large group of ‘senior’
customers. An over 40’s
football team is also
sponsored and supported by
the pub. There is also a quiz
each Thursday evening and a
vocalist each Saturday
evening, starting at 9.00
p.m. The list of performers
was impressive, with the
cream of local talent well to
the fore.
There are plenty of TV
screens for sports fans and

www.camra-angle.co.uk

understandably there is a
definite bias towards the
activities of the local
Premiership football team.
Apart from the TVs, there is
also a large drop-down
screen for special matches.
Match days are very busy!
A wide range of food with
meals at reasonable prices is
served from 11.00 until
18.00. The pub is a bit like a
Tardis, in that there is much
more space than one might
originally think on entering
the main door, but even so
there are plans to create an
upstairs space with booths
and a small bar, as well as a
roof terrace. There is a beer
garden at the front of the
building with tables and
seating. Well behaved dogs
are welcome in this outside
area.
Chaplins is situated only a
few yards from Park Lane
Interchange.

Come down and meet brothers Miles and Max Craigs at their new
establishment,
Legacy Café Bar located in the heart of
Sunderland city centre. Legacy Café Bar is
one of Sunderland’s newest venues which
boasts a large drinks offering including real
ales.
The bar opens from 8.00 a.m. for Teas,
Coffees and a breakfast bap menu. From
11.00 a.m. a traditional English food menu is
Available.
Legacy Café Bar is the city centre’s first venue dedicated to rugby,
showing all the live games throughout the world. Midweek evenings have
a host of entertainment, from karaoke to rock DJ’s and weekends there is
live entertainment from the very best in local bands every Saturday night.
The pair have a number of beer festivals
planned,the first of which being on St.
Georges day, 23rd of April, with live music
from 4.00 p.m.
The first floor is currently undergoing
renovations to transform it into the North
East’s first dedicated gaming and eSports
lounge which will be ready early in May 2015.
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The Dolly Peel
South Shields
including a
macrame
style cat o’
nine tails.
The Dolly Peel is a
Punch Taverns pub on
Commercial Road and
is named after a
famous local character
from the late 1700’s
who was a fishwife,
smuggler and navy
nurse.
The pub itself is in two
parts, on entering the
main door from
Commercial Road you
are in a kind of “T”
shaped bar with small
seating areas either
side of you and a bar
running down the left
hand side of the room,
this leads to a slightly
lower level which is
separate, but not
isolated, from the bar.
The interior of this
second room is dark
wood panelled and the
mix of seats and red
leather armchairs
together with shelves of
books make the
atmosphere cosy and
comfortable. There are
some interesting items
displayed on the walls,

The bar
normally has
three regular
ales and two
guests, Black
Sheep Bitter
and Landlord
are both
permanent
features on the bar.
Some of the guest ales
are not frequently found
elsewhere. The Dolly
also boasts a fine range
of whiskeys. Food is
served on Sundays.
There is a Buskers’
Night fortnightly on
Wednesday, and live
music on a Saturday
night. (Usually once a
month). TV screens
also provide sporting
entertainment.
Over the years the
Dolly has been a
multiple winner of the
Sunderland and South
Tyneside Pub Of The
Year award and was, in
the 80’s, a flagship for
Real Ale in South
Shields.
www.camra-angle.co.uk

It has maintained its
reputation for Real Ale
over the years under
various managers and
in the latter part of last
year it was taken over
by a former college
lecturer, Lauren Prout,
who is currently
maintaining the Dolly’s
reputation with the help
of her manageress
Kate Downey.
Lauren’s partner, Peter
Fail, is a well-known
figure in South Shields
pub/club life, being the
proprietor of the Sand
Dancer pub and Sandy
night club.
The Dolly Peel is
friendly to dogs, as well
as most humans.
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PUB and CLUB of the YEAR
The results of the vote for
Sunderland and South
Tyneside CAMRA Branch’s
Pub of the Year and Club
of the Year were recently
published. In first place in
the Pub of the Year vote
was The Steamboat in
South Shields. Runner-up
was Sunderland’s Isis, last
year’s winner, and in third
place was The Alum Ale
House in South Shields.
Congratulations to the
management and all staff
for providing quality cask
ales throughout the year.
We have over 100 pubs in
the branch area serving
cask ales, and so it is quite
an achievement
The presentation of the
trophy to The Steamboat

The Top Twelve Pubs

1�� : The Steamboat, South Shields
has been arranged for 2ⁿ� : Isis, Sunderland
Thursday 26�� March
3��: Alum Ale House, South Shields
2015, just before the 4�� : Fitzgeralds, Sunderland.
publication of this
5�� : The Harbour View Sunderland.
magazine, and so
6�� : The William De Wessington,
photographs of the
Washington.
ceremony will appear 7�� : The Maltings, South Shields.
in the next issue along 8�� : The Courtyard, Washington.
8�� : The Kings Arms, Sunderland.
with photos of
10�� : The Grey Horse, Boldon
presentations to Isis
10�� : The William Jameson,
(Now renamed The
Ship Isis) and The Alum Sunderland.
12�� : The Ivy House, Sunderland.
Ale House.

Congratulations to the Mid-Boldon Club, once again voted Club of the Year.
In second place was Ashbrooke Sporting Club and in third place South
Shields and Westoe Club.

Regional Cider Pub of the Year
Sunderland and South Tyneside
branch's two entries in the Regional
Cider Pub of the Year round are the
Maltings in South Shields and the Ship
Isis in Sunderland
The regional winner won't be
announced until after 24th May and the
other entrants are:

Cleveland - Rat Race Ale House,
Hartlepool.
Darlington - Old Vic, Darlington.
Durham - Black Lion, Wolsingham.
Tyneside - Free Trade Inn, Newcastle.
Northumberland - The Tannery,

www.camra-angle.co.uk
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CAMRA applauds beer duty
hat-trick as tax on a pint
falls for a third time
“CAMRA is delighted with
today’s hat-trick of an
unprecedented
third
consecutive cut in beer tax,
with another penny off a
pint, which will be
welcomed by millions of
beer-drinkers across the
country. The last two cuts
have already had a huge
impact, saving over 1,000
pubs from closure and
keeping the price of a pub
pint down. Independent
research by CEBR forecasts
that the price of a pub pint
will now be more than 20p
cheaper than it would have
been had the beer duty
escalator remained in
place.

and falling beer sales,
caused in part by a 42%
beer tax increase between
2008 and 2012, and throw
a lifeline to struggling
community pubs across
the country.

“A third cut in beer tax is a
huge vote of confidence in
the importance of pubs
and brewing. It will help
ensure the sector returns
to long term growth after
many years of pub closures

“Britain is known around
the world for great pubs
and real ale, and we
should all be incredibly
proud that this industry
has just reported growth
for the first time in a

decade. We hope Britain’s
millions of pub goers will
head to their local this
evening to give three
cheers to a historic third
cut in beer tax!”
Tim Page, CAMRA Chief
Executive

CAMRA: 169171 MEMBERS!
www.camra-angle.co.uk
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April’s Community Pubs Month gives
pubs a focus for promoting themselves
with the aim of attracting more people to
use their local pub. Promotional material
has been made available by CAMRA HQ.
A staggering 40% of people visit the pub
and only 14% of adults visit the pub once
a week or more. 23% of pub-goers have
stated in independent research
commissioned by CAMRA, that they visit
the pub less than they did just 12 months
ago.
With pubs closing at a rate of 29 per week,
and pubs experiencing these worrying
trends, we would like to encourage you
to visit pubs in April, to show support for
British pubs. Pubs a re a great place to
socialise and this does not always mean
drinking alcohol. A great community pub
is adaptable to the needs of its locals,
offering the perfect social environment
for all to enjoy.

Please support your local in
Community Pubs Month

www.camra-angle.co.uk
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As part of our campaign to
encourage more people to
try a range of real ales, cider
and perries, CAMRA is
encouraging members to try
a real cider or perry in May
and to help support British
orchards.

- Spring 2015

May is a time when the
apple and pear trees in our
orchards are in blossom and,
without the orchards and
tree blossom, we wouldn’t
have the fruit to make the
ciders and perries that are
on offer throughout the
year. Unfortunately, many of

20

the old traditional orchards
have disappeared over the
years but, thankfully, in
recent years producers have
started to plant new trees to
keep the tradition of cider
and perry production alive.

CAMRA campaigns
to support small cider makers
CAMRA has launched a new campaign to
support small cider makers under serious
threat from the European Union (EU),
which has demanded the UK Government
remove their exemption from excise duty.
The proposed action would see small cider
producers landed with a tax bill of up to
£2,700 every year, making production
uneconomic and leading to wide-spread
closures. This tax would apply to very small
producers, such as hobbyist or farm-gate
producers, who earn up to £10,000 a year.
If these producers are driven out of
business it will cost jobs, harm the
countryside, dramatically reduce consumer
choice and cause irreparable damage to one
of the nation’s most historic industries.

CAMRA fully supports real cider and perries
and we see this as a serious threat to a great
British industry. Please find more details and
the petition link here:
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/prot
ect-small-cider-producers-1

www.camra-angle.co.uk
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A visit to the ‘outlaws’ brings a
special bonus - Terry Ford visits
The Square and Compass in Dorset
Square & Compass - Worth
Matravers, Dorset - 30
December 2014
Located about 20 miles West
from Poole in Dorset along
the South West Coast of
England is the tiny village of
Worth Matravers and more
importantly the home to
CAMRA's National Inventory
of Historic Pub Interiors the
Square and Compass pub. It
is only one of half a dozen
pubs to appear in all 40+
versions of the bible
(CAMRA's).
The pub was originally a
couple of cottages lashed
together and it became a

almost 100 years. The pub
gets its name from the tools
used in the stone quarry

The pub consists of two
rooms the Tap Room and Big
Room at either side of a
corridor where the punters
queue to be served out of
two servings hatches there is
no bar in the usual sense of
the word.

The beer is stored in firkins
on stillages and is one of the
few bars serving beer via
gravity. The 4 beers that
were on when I was there
are advertised a chalk board
and are mainly local
breweries, they also produce
their own home pressed
cider.
pub in 1793: it has been run
by the Newman family for

nearby (or they could be
Freemasons?).

www.camra-angle.co.uk
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As the beer is drawn direct from the barrels
there is very little head (so it is not for all
northerners), here we see Cheriton Porter,
Palmer's Copper Ale and Hopback Citra. The
Cheriton Porter was full bodied, creamy but
a little to sour for my taste.
There is a small museum attached with local
artefacts, fossils, clay pipes etc.

The pub serves wonderful real Men's pasties
full of meat and pork scratchings

(what other food do you need!).
These can be eaten inside or on
some of the many tables outside
weather permitting.

Most of the clientele are motorists, walkers,
bikers, cyclists and the odd local. There is a
local bus service but the pub is a great place
if you are along the Jurassic Coast or just
want to visit one of the finest pubs in the UK.

Bye, Square and Compass. You make my
annual pilgrimage to see The Outlaws more
bearable. Cheers!

www.camra-angle.co.uk
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A JOURNEY TO THE
CENTRE OF BRITAIN
were
wondering.

Many readers will be
familiar with the excellent
Whistle Stop leaflet
which gives information on
stations, pubs and
breweries along the Tyne
Valley railway line
between Newcastle and
Carlisle. This article looks
at three of the station
stops along the line.
But first an explanation on
the title. One of the towns
on the line is Haltwhistle,
the self-styled “Centre of
Britain”. A train journey
takes about an hour from
Newcastle. The town is
not that big and so
walking distances
between pubs and the
station are less than a
mile, an important
consideration for a pub
crawl.
Now coming out of the
station, avoid the
temptation to follow the
crowd who head right into
the town centre. Instead
veer leftish to a really
smart pub, The Jubilee,
(Ignore the Railway Inn,
no real ale) Reopened in
2012 after a refit the pub
is immaculate and has the
smartest gents’ loo I have
ever seen. But what about
the beer you ask? Well
three handpulls serve
well-kept beers, usually

from the Big Lamp
Brewery.
After enjoying the
contemporary
surroundings, it’s time to
head into the town centre
proper. Note the Centre of
Britain Launderette and
Centre of Britain Hotel. To
digress, I wonder what
would have happened if
Scotland had voted for
independence? Would
they have to be renamed?
Discuss.
Before getting to the next
pub, a mention
should be made of
the wonderfully
named Arkwright’s
off licence. Selling
beer, cider wine
and spirits this is
the only bottle shop
I’ve been in that
has CAMRA
magazines
delivered - Canny
Bevvy in case you
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The next pub
(at last!) is
the
welcoming
Black Bull.
Hidden away
down Black
Bull Lane
near what
must be one
of the smallest market
places in the UK. Six real
ales are usually available
from breweries far and
wide. Because of the
friendly nature of the
place, there is a
temptation to stay all
afternoon, but another
gem awaits.
Heading east from the
Market Place there are
three clubs. The one to go
for is the Haltwhistle &
District Comrades of
Great War Social Club
and Institute, or
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Haltwhistle Comrades
Club for short. This club
wins many CAMRA
awards for its real ale and
outside the entrance is a
small notice listing the
three beers that are
available that day. A large
lounge beckons
festooned with
largely sporting
photographs. Like
the previous pubs, a
friendly greeting
awaits.
Back down the
railway line towards
Newcastle, is
Prudhoe. On the
north bank of the
Tyne is the village of
Ovingham. Being small,
I’m surprised it manages
to sustain 2 pubs, both of
which serve real ale.
Cross over the river using
the footbridge and turn left
to find the Bridge End Inn
just along the lane.
Another warm welcome
beckons (literally as in
winter there is a roaring
real fire). The owners will
be celebrating 40 years
running this pub in
November 2015. Five
handpulls offer well-kept
beers, mostly from local
breweries.
At the east end of the
village is The White
Swan. This comprises 2
rooms with a bar area in
the middle selling a
mixture of Theakstons and
Caledonian beers.
Comfortable seats make
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this another difficult pub to
leave. .

other two pubs are worth
a visit.

The last destination is
Wylam. Now because of
the 2 hourly train service
between the two stations
there was not time to visit

Furthest from the station
is the Black Bull, but don’t
let that put you off. It
offers 6 handpulls with
beers usually from the
nearby Wylam
brewery, and excellent
meals.

The Adam and Eve in
Prudhoe which can be
seen from the station. Not
to worry as three fine
hostelries await. I think
Wylam beer drinkers are
very lucky to have The
Boathouse, The Fox and
Hounds and The Black
Bull in close proximity of
each other to choose
from.
Next to the station, The
Boathouse is the must
see, with fifteen handpulls
(3 for cider) and a good
mix of local and national
beers. Winner of many
awards including CAMRA
Northumberland Pub of
the year and CAMRA
North East Regional pub
of the year, both on more
than one occasion. It’s
tempting to dwell with so
much choice of local and
national beers but the
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Doubling back to the
station finds us in the
Marston’s Fox and
Hounds, with the usual
offering mixture of
Jennings and
Marston’s beers.
Another cosy pub and
a good one to finish on
before catching the
train back to Newcastle.
Don’t despair if you miss
the train however; just go
back into the Boathouse!
Problem solved (unless
it’s the last train of
course).
Obviously there are many
other destinations on the
Tyne Valley line. Hexham
and Corbridge, due to
their size, deserve a
separate visit, as does
Carlisle.
For more information go to
cannybevvy/publications/
whistlestops. This leaflet
needs updating however
as some of the pubs
discussed don’t feature. A
more comprehensive
source is Whatpub.com

Ken Paul

4th Houghton Beer Festival
Tickets are now available online for the 4th
Houghton Beer Festival, organised by
Houghton Round Table. This is an
excellent festival, supported by our branch
each year since its inception. Held in the
Welfare Hall in Durham Road, this very
friendly festival provides a choice from over
30 cask ales, ciders and perries. The choice
of ales is outstanding, with a happy blend of
local and national breweries being
represented on the bar.
The provision of technical advice and
expertise by Sunderland & So.Tyneside
CAMRA branch as well as support during
previous festivals has engendered an
excellent relationship between the Branch
and Houghton Round Table, whose efforts
in establishing and sustaining the festival
have two main aims. The first is to raise

funds for a two named charities, as part of
the Round Table’s work, the second to
provide an excellent social event, bringing a
fine choice of ales to Houghton, to be
enjoyed by the town’s residents.
There are live music sessions on Friday and
Saturday evenings, and catering provides
sustenance for those in need of some solid
intake. Catering will be provided this year by
Edinburgh Bakeries, one of the Festival
sponsors. The family bakery business have
promised a wide range of pastries to
compliment the flavours of the ales on offer.
Tickets for the event, on Friday 8th and
Saturday 9th May are available from:
www.houghton-beer-festival.co.uk/buy-aticket

CASK MARQUE - we achieved 100% grade
across all categories

5 CASK ALES
Including 2 ever changing
guest ales
A fine selection of malt whiskies

WEDNESDAY 8.00 pm: Buskers’ Night
SATURDAY 8.00 pm: Live Music
SUNDAY: Free Bar Food

We are open:
Mon - Sat 12 noon - 12.30 am
Sun 11.00 am - 12 midnight

137 Commercial Road, South Shields , NE33 1SG
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BOOK REVIEW – BRITAIN’S BEST
REAL HERITAGE PUBS
Ken Paul writes:
I was lucky at Christmas 2014
to be given, by a strange man
in a white beard, a wonderful
reference book; Britain’s Best
Real Heritage Pubs. Subtitled
“Pub Interiors of Outstanding
Historic Interest”, this CAMRA
book has been compiled by
Geoff Brandwood and you
can tell it has been a labour of
love.
Some of you may well be
familiar with CAMRA’s Online
National Inventory of Historic
Pub Interiors. This website is
complimented by selecting
the best 270 heritage pubs in
Britain into one volume.
Now it should be said at the
outset that this is not beer
book. The author warns that
the inclusion of a pub does
not guarantee it sells real ale,
has any atmosphere or
friendliness; it’s solely about
the pub interior.
The pubs each have full colour
photographs, mostly with
gentlemen boozers lurking in
the background it has to be
said, and a detailed
description of what to look
out for when visiting.
Interspersed are feature
articles looking at what
shaped Britain’s pubs and a
focus on the larger
conurbations (London,
Birmingham, Manchester,
Merseyside, Edinburgh) with
useful maps. There are
sections on pub toilets, pub
breweries and games. Did you

know some
have their
own
(outdoor)
bowling
greens?
Older
readers will
recall the
days when
pubs used
to charge
less in the
bar than they did in the
lounge. The bar was basic and
sometimes a bit rough, while
the lounge was considered
more salubrious, some of
them having electric bell
pushes, to summon for
service.
There are only nine pubs in
the main section of the book
from this region. County
Durham and Northumberland
have 2 each, while Tyne and
Wear has 5. The Sunderland
and South Tyneside Branch
has 3 of these, namely the
Dun Cow,(see photograph of
impressive back bar fitting)
the Mountain Daisy in
Sunderland and the Stags
Head in South Shields.
You may feel that as these
entries (and more) are online
why get the book? Well
personally, I like to pick up a
book and browse through it.
It’s sometimes easier referring
to a book than going online,
especially when travelling. It’s
easier to share with fellow
drinkers and could be a useful
conversation piece.
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This volume is an excellent
source of material if planning
any trips or pub crawls. I most
certainly will be using it more
in the future. I would suggest
reference is made with
CAMRA’s Whatpub website to
check that pubs are still open
(and also sell real ale). For a
full list of CAMRAs national
inventory go to
heritagepubs.org.uk.
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BOOK REVIEW: Ken Paul checks out “CAMRA’S
BREW YOUR OWN BRITISH REAL ALE”
I remember back in the 70s
(the 1970’s that is) getting
hooked on home brewing. I
had acquired several screw
topped bottles from a work
colleague (as you do) so I
invested in the rest of the kit
required to make my first
brew. A fermentation bin,
siphon tubing, cleanser,
hydrometer and a Boots
Home brew kit were
purchased and I was off. It
was a cost effective but
labour intensive way of
producing my own beer. I
think I gave up ten years
later after getting sloshed
one day on Extra Strong
Bitter. I was also getting fed
up with washing all the
bottles and equipment, a
time consuming process.
I recently chanced upon
CAMRA’S Brew Your Own
British Real Ale book in the
local library. Written by
Graham Wheeler, it tells you
everything you need to
know about home Brewing.
Clear instructions, full colour
photographs and diagrams
guide you through the
process. Even if you don’t
intend to take up the
pastime, this book gives a
useful insight into the
ingredients and methods
used in making beer.
A brief outline of the
brewing process is given and
readers who have been on a

brewery tour will readily
recall this. The primary
ingredient of beer, malted
barley is detailed showing
the different types of
malts used. I love dark
beers so reading about
chocolate malt made me
dash off and open a bottle
of the nearest stout!
The science of hops, yeast
and water are described
at length but hold the
readers interest. What
may not be appreciated
by some drinkers is that if
there is a poor hop harvest
anytime then brewers may
have to tweak their recipes
using an alternative source.
There is a very helpful
section on the equipment
needed; guiding the
potential home brewer
through what investment is
required. The
aforementioned cleaning is
discussed followed by
instructions on making a
brew.
Half of the book is then
taken up with recipes of well
know British ales. Now, the
author admits that the
recipes and exact ratios of
ingredients of some of the
beers are not known and are
derived empirically
(whatever that means).
Recipes are given for well
know brews such as
Cameron’s Strongarm,
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Theakstons Old Peculier and
Big Lamp Bitter, detailing
ingredient quantities, and
boiling time. He even
provides, the Original
Gravity, Final Gravity, ABV,
units of bitterness and
colour.
Now I have to say, mainly
because I’m now on a water
meter at home, that I
probably won’t be
persuaded to take this up
again. But don’t let that put
you off. This is a very good
reference book which any
home brewer shouldn’t be
without.
Finally, if you need any more
convincing, come along to
our next Octoberfest Beer
Festival, where a branch
member is usually on hand
with his own brews giving
advice and free samples.
What’s not to like?
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Hop Music by Robin
Sanderson
It has become very
fashionable to match real
ales with food. There are
books about it, and
articles often appear in
What's Brewing and
Beer magazine. In this
article I would like to
propose, not too seriously,
that there is another
'matching' activity which
has been developing over
the years, and that there
is one match which, it
seems to me, was made
in heaven.

Steam Group it provides a
very good range of real
ales. But now, in addition
to this, regular Friday

I really do like real ales. I
really like Blues music. I
really, really like listening
to live Blues music with a
pint of cask ale in my
hand, or on the table in
front of me (whilst keeping
the beat with the fingers of
two hands, or when I am
applauding). Just as cask
ales come in a variety of
colours and an almost
infinite variety of tastes
these days, the Blues also
comes in a variety of
styles. I'll leave it to you to
start matching specific
ales with specific blues
styles, but what is
increasingly wonderful are
the opportunities which
are becoming available to
enjoy the two in our area.

evening Blues sessions
are held under the
auspices of the
Sunderland Blues Club.
Established by
Sunderland blues men
George Shovlin, a
lifetime in his own legend,
guitar supremo George
Lamb, along with Jim
Bullock and his harp,
these sessions are
becoming increasingly
more popular, with bands
such as The
Groovamatics, and the
Mitch Laddie Band
featuring on guest nights.
The upstairs room at The
Dun Cow becomes a
setting for some really
excellent music, and the
small bar provides 3
handpulls serving cask
ales. (There are several
more handpulls
downstairs). There is a
small admission fee,
which ensures that the

We know that The Dun
Cow, in Sunderland, has
been beautifully
renovated, and that as
part of Cameron's Head of

clientele in the club are
there to listen to the
music.
Another venue combining
a fine range of cask ales
and some fine music is
The Harbour View in
Sunderland. The
Thursday evening
"Speakeasy" is definitely
worth a visit. Once again
George, George and Jim
are responsible for this
increasingly popular
event, which is currently a
weekly occurrence.
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Blues bands are also
among the live bands
appearing at Joseph's in
Holmeside, Sunderland.
No doubt there are other
venues which regularly
combine the attraction of
cask ales with live music.
If you would like to share
information about such
venues, please contact
us, so that we spread the
word for those CAMRA
members and others who
enjoy ale and music
matching!
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CAMRA North-East Region
Sunderland and South
Tyneside Branch of the
Campaign for Real Ale
belongs to the North East
England Region of CAMRA.
There are five branches in
the Region: Tyneside &
Northumberland, Durham,
Darlington, Cleveland and
ourselves.
Overseeing this group of
branches is Regional
Director David Brazier, who
is coincidentally a member
of the Sunderland and South
Tyneside branch.
There is a great deal of
cooperation between the
branches in the North East
region, and there are
quarterly meetings to which
ALL members of CAMRA are
invited. Meetings take place
on a Saturday afternoon,
commencing at 1.00 p.m., in
venues around the region.
The most recent meeting,
held at The Bridge Hotel,
Newcastle was a very lively

CAMRA CEO Tim Page with Regional Director, David Brazier and
Sunderland & So.Tyneside Chairman Michael Wynne at the NE
Regonal Meeting at the Bridge Hotel

affair with some forthright
expressions of opinion. The
afternoon was graced by the
attendance of Tim Page,
Chief Executive, as well as
Ken Davey, member of the
National Executive (Finance)
and Gary Timmins, Regional
Director for the West
Midlands.
The next NE Regional
Meeting will take place in
Sunderland, at The Dun Cow,
on Saturday 23�� May 2015.

The meeting usually last
until about 4.30 p.m., with
plenty of beer-breaks, and
then there is usually the
opportunity to explore some
of the cask ale hostelries in
the vicinity. And why not
indeed? This provides time
for getting to know
members of the other
branches in a slightly more
informal setting.
The Regional Pub of the Year
Award for 2014 will be
presented to the John Bull in
Alnwick on Sat., 25�� April.

Support the 39th Newcastle Beer and Cider Festival
Coming up in April is the 39th Newcastle Beer and Cider Festival, and this is
one example of the co-operation between local CAMRA branches. Several
members of our branch work at the Festival, organised by the Tyneside and
Northumberland Branch, which is to be held at the Northumbria University
Students’ Union Building, between Wednesday 15th and Saturday 18th April
2015. You will find an advert for the Festival on page 10 of this issue, with full
details of opening hours etc.. In mutual support, local branches provide free
advertising for their respective beer festivals.
www.camra-angle.co.uk
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CAMRA-Angle in focus!
There is no doubt that
CAMRA-Angle is being read
far and wide, and in some
cases deep! From northern
Scotland to Cornwall, from
Montreal to Malta, from …
come on, struggling for more
alliterative combinations, ..
Volgograd to Vancouver.
Paper copies of the
magazine find their way to
exotic locations around the
world (and who knows
where the online versions
are read). How do we
know? We have
photographic evidence, and
on this page we will print
our first selection of
photographs showing the
Angle being perused by avid
readers.
Now we realise that taking
one copy of the magazine to
a new destination may not
be enough to further our
campaigning issues. One is
reminded of the classsic
quotation from Mel Brook’s
“Blazing Saddles” when
Hedley Lamarr (That’s
Hedley!) Finds a miscreant
chewing gum: “I hope you
have brought enough for
everyone!”
So take more, or pass out
pieces of paper with the web
address!
So here we are.
Where are we?

Just about to add that here
we are in Malta, where
Branch Publications Officer
Sid Dobson and his wife
Lynn, who is also our Branch
Social Secretary spend many
a happy hour diving in the
blue waters of the
Mediterranean and drinking
beer in the Old George at
Buggiba.
Not many of you will realise
that we print special
versions of CAMRA-Angle for
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underwater reading. No,
that’s not actually true, but
the copy of the latest Winter
issue, number 38, seems to
be holding up very well,
several fathoms below
water.
So come on, send in your
photographs for future
issues. We will need your
name and a few facts about
the time and place the
photograph was taken.
Email as an attachment to :

Magazine01@camraangle.co.uk
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Ken Paul’s PUB QUIZ
1.

Which UK band had a top ten hit with Milk and Alcohol in 1979?

2.

What style of beer is Marston’s Pedigree?

3.

“Rock and Roll and Brew, Rock and Roll and Brew, They don’t mean a thing when I
compare em next to you “is from which 1981 Meat Loaf hit (with Cher).

4.

In which country is Coopers Sparkling Ale and Matilda Bay Redback produced?

5.

“Strange Brew” was the third hit single from which threesome 60’s “supergroup”?

6.

The self-proclaimed oldest inn in Britain, “Ye Old Trip to Jerusalem”, can be found
in which city?

7.

Neil Diamond wrote and recorded “Red Red Wine, but which UK reggae band had
a number 1 hit with it in 1983?

8.

How many gallons in a kilderkin of beer?

9.

Triple fff beers are usually named after rock songs. One is Comfortably Numb
(5%) and shows a Wall on the pump clip (clue). Who recorded Comfortably Numb
in 1979?

10. Which brewery is situated at the foot of Cockermouth Castle and is nestled between the rivers Derwent and Cocker?
11. Which Irish band’s debut UK hit single was called Whiskey in the jar?
12. Waggledance beer is named after a ritual by which creature?
13. .Which Rolling Stones song contains the lines “I met a gin soaked barroom queen
in Memphis, she tried to take me upstairs for a ride “?
14. Name the North East pub where you need a passport to drink there (unless you
work there presumably!)
15. .Which 1973 Elton John hit contains the lines “My old man’s drunker than a barrel
load of monkeys, my old lady she don’t care”?
16. Name the pub in Beamish Museum.
17. .Who drank a drink to Lily the Pink in 1968?
18. Which Belgian type of beer is fermented by wild airborne yeasts?
19. .Another Triple fff beer, a mild, called “Pressed Rat and Warthog”, gets it title
from a song by which 60s icons? Was it Cream, Lez Zeppelin or Van Morrison?
20. . Which yellow Springfield based character loves Duff beer?

www.camra-angle.co.uk
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Where am I?
So, did you discover where this amazing
ceiling ‘painting’ was to be found? If you
have never been in The Ivy House, in
Sunderland, then you would have found this
a bit difficult, and you should make amends,
not only to see the picture, but also to enjoy
the ales and ambience of this excellent pub.
For this issue’s “Where am I “ puzzle we have
two pictures for you to identify:
The first is this
carved head:
could it be a
former
customer
immortalised in
wood, or a
device to
frighten away
unwelcome
spirits. Knowing
the venue in
question, most
of their spirits
are more than
welcome.

The second image forms the decoration on a
circular bar table, paying tribute to famous
shipyards on the Wear. But where might it be
found?

As always, there is no prize for identifying
the location of these objects, other than the
reward of knowing that you are highly
observant.

Quiz answers (in Australian)
1. Dr Feelgood 2. Pale Ale 3. Dead Ringer for Love 4. Australia
5. Cream 6. Nottingham 7. UB40 8. 18 9. Pink Floyd 10.
Jennings 11. Thin Lizzy 12. Bee ( the beer is honey flavoured ) 13.
Honky Tonk woman 14. The Beer House Newcastle Airport. 15.
Saturday Nights alright for fighting 16. The Sun Inn. 17. Lily the
Pink 18. Lambic 19. Cream. 20.Homer Simpson.
www.camra-angle.co.uk

THE STEAMBOAT
A Friendly Welcome Guaranteed

CAMRA BRANCH
PUB OF THE YEAR
2015
EIGHT ever-changing ales
One REAL Cider
And 70+ Malt Whiskies
Beer Festivals and Meet the Brewer Evenings
throughout the year
Dog
Friendly
Pub

27 Mill Dam
SOUTH SHIELDS
NE22 1 EQ Tel: 0191 4540134

