Special South Shields
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steamboat

A Friendly Welcome Guaranteed
CAMRA SUNDERLAND
& SOUTH TYNESIDE
PUB OF THE YEAR
2009, 2010 and 2011

A runner up for
CAMRA NORTH EAST
REGIONAL
PUB OF THE YEAR

We’re in the CAMRA Good Beer Guide again!!

Eight ever-changing Real Ales
One REAL Cider
And 50+ Malt Whiskies
Beer Festivals and
Meet the Brewer Evenings
throughout the year
27, Mill Dam
South Shields
NE33 1EQ
Tel 0191 4540134
www.camra-angle.co.uk

The Steamboat is a dog-friendly pub
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Welcome to CAMRA-Angle 38
Welcome to the 38th edition of
CAMRA-Angle, the quarterly
magazine of the Sunderland &
South Tyneside Branch of the
Campaign for Real Ale. If you
see this early enough, come
and join us at the launch of the
South Shields Real Ale Trail, at
The Steamboat, at 2.00 p.m on
Saturday 6th December 2014,
and afterwards as members
attempt to follow it!
Seasonal Greetings to all!

If you are wondering
about the front cover,
and if we’ve been
snaffling images from
NASA or the National
Geographic, rest easy.
This is in fact a picture
of a slightly less than
full pint of “Last Train
to Nowhere” (Wylam /
Hyde and Beast),
taken on a copper
topped table at The Ivy
House in Sunderland.
Isn’t beer beautiful?

1, Gadwall Road
Houghton-le-Spring DH4 5NL
Telephone: (0191) 584 8844 Email: admin@dmbc.org.uk
www.camra-angle.co.uk
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Members Matter
EDITOR

Sid Dobson

Following a successful campaign at the Octoberfest,
during which 50 new members signed up, branch
numbers are now approaching the 600 mark.

Magazine01@ camra-angle.co.uk

EDITORIAL

Robin Sanderson

Thanks for having us

Magazine01@camra-angle.co.uk

ADVERTISING

David Brazier / Robin
Sanderson
Ads01@camra-angle.co.uk
Rates for advertisements:
Full page: £90.00
Half page: £60.00
Quarter page: £40.00

FANCY YOURSELF AS A WRITER
WE are always on the lookout for
real ale related stories to be used
in the CAMRAANGLE. They can be
historical or current, locally-based
or involving travel to exotic
locations such as Middlesbrough,
Montreal, Moscow or Morpeth, for
example.

LETTERS
HAVE you got opinion on the pub
or beers available in our branch
area, or on any other matter? Get
writing now, and let our readers
know what you think.

CONTACT US
WE welcome comments and
drinkers. They can be emailed to
our editor at Magazine01@camraangle.co.uk, or posted to the
following address: Sid Dobson, 39
Brodie Close, Whiteleas, Tyne &
Wear, NE34 8LB.

****
CAMRAANGLE is published by the
Sunderland & South Tyneside Branch of
CAMRA © 2003 . Views or comments
expressed in this publication may not be
necessarily those of the Editor or of
CAMRA.

Since the last edition the following have hosted branch
meetings:
Isis, Sunderland,
The Mile, South Shields
and The Chesters, Sunderland.
Thank you for your hospitality.

In this issue…
In this issue, read about:
● Regular pub and brewery news
● The eighteen pubs included in the South Shields Real
Ale Trail
● A successful Octoberfest 2014
● A pull-out or leave in copy of the trail.
● “South Shields Pubs” - a book review
● A great campaign victory in the House of Commons
● The world’s strongest beers? By Ken Paul
● Heritage Pubs in Manchester. By Ken Paul
● Ken Paul’s Pub Quiz
● Puzzle Page
● And several adverts - please support our advertisers,
because they are supporting us: The Steamboat, Maxim
Brewery, The Dun Cow, Seaton, The Voyager, The Ivy
House, The Dolly Peel and the Alum Ale House

Are you getting your fair share?
If you come across a pub that fails to serve full measure, fails to
display a price list, strengths or business names, please contact
Consumer Direct on 08454 04 05 06, http://consumerdirect.gov.uk
or your local trading standard office:
Sunderland Trading Standards
Civic Centre
SR2 7DN
5531717
consumer.advice@sunderland.gov.uk
South Tyneside Council
Town Hall & Civic Offices
Westoe Road
South Shields

www.camra-angle.co.uk
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Dun Cow
Come and visit our village pub,
With traditional bar, cosy lounge
and real fires.
Real Ales,
4 ever-changing ales, always on!
Choose from 2 light, 2 dark!
A fine selection of malt whiskeys

How to find us

Family and dog friendly
No meals, but Toasties available.
Lounge available for functions, parties
and meetings - free of charge.
Dun Cow, The Village, Seaton
Seaham, Co Durham SR7 0NA
Tel: 0191 5131133
Facebook: Duncow Seaton-Village

SEAHAM
The Dun Cow

©Google

Open from 4-00pm Mon - www.camra-angle.co.uk
Friday and from 12-00 Saturday and Sunday
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PUB NEWS

In Sunderland the big one
is the reopening of the
Dun Cow on High Street
West on 10 October. The
pub has undergone major
refurbishment and is run
by Camerons as a Head
of Steam pub on behalf of
the Mac Trust. There are
eight handpumps selling
seven cask ales and one
cider. Cameron’s
Strongarm is the
permanent beer and up to
six guest beers are
offered. For those who
prefer the work of the
devil, six changing keg
craft beers are on offer.

reopen as
Vesta Tilley’s
and will add
another cask
ale outlet to this
part of town.
On Holmeside,
Steve Clark of
the Butcher’s
Arms
(Clarendon)
has acquired the old
Josephs shop and it is
being converted to a pub
called appropriately
Josephs. More news on
this as and when we get it.
On Green Terrace, the
outside drinking area at
Fitzgerald’s has been
extended. Matt is again
doing meet the brewer
evenings. The most recent
ones being Adnams,
Three Kings from North
Shields and most recently
Scottish Borders. The
beer samplings are
followed by Matt’s fiendish

The first floor has been
brought back into use with
regular live music. The
pub is open daily from
noon to midnight every
day with food being
served until 8 p.m. Mon Sat and till 6 p.m. on
Sundays.
Just over the road from
the Dun Cow, the Black
Bull is undergoing major
refurbishment and will

www.camra-angle.co.uk

quizzes with beer related
prizes.
In South Shields the Alum
Ale House is looking very
smart after its
refurbishment. Decorated
inside and out, and with
new furnishings the Alum
also sports a new bar,
onto which are crammed
13 hand-pumps!

SOCIETY FOR THE
PRESERVATION OF
BEERS FROM THE
WOOD
Predating CAMRA, the
UK’s first organisation for
beer enthusiasts now has
a branch in the north east.
As the name suggests,
the aim is to promote beer
from traditional wooden
casks. The first beer
festival with all beers
being served from wooden
casks was held at the
Oddfellows in North
Shields in October.
Jarrow, Maxim and
Temptation all supplied

CAMRA-Angle 38
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Cask Ales from £2.40
John Smiths £2.10,
Fosters £2.20
Premiership Football LIVE
Home cooked food served daily
(Main meals from £3.50)
Sunday Lunch 2 for £10.00
All functions catered for.
Buffets from £3.00 per head
Quiz Night every Tuesday, with quick
Quiz, Sticky 13 and Chase the Joker.
Live Music every weekend Saturdays 9.00 pm
Sundays
5.30 pm
See board or Facebook for details.
145 Anderson Street
SOUTH SHIELDS
NE33 2RS
Facebook : New Voyager
Sam: 07411066147
Chris: (Food)www.camra-angle.co.uk
07412615138

Well-behaved dogs are
welcome.
You are guaranteed a
very warm welcome from
Sam, Tony and Chris.

BREWERY NEWS
JARROW
B.L.O.: George
Ritson
On Friday 21st November,
Jarrow Brewery finalised
the purchase of
The Crusader in Jarrow
town centre, hopefully
ending the area’s
reputation as a real ale
desert.
The brewery is making
good progress with
exporting opportunities to
Ireland utilising Jarrow’s
Irish heritage, promoting a
McConnell’s range in cask
and bottle.
A range of gift packs of
bottled beers will be
available from 1st
December.

MAXIM
B.L.O.: Ian
Monteith-Preston
The brewery shop will be
open as normal TuesFriday 12:30 to 18:00 in
the run up to Christmas:
They have: Bottled Beer,
T-shirts, Mugs etc.
Also have a small number
of the new CAMRA book
by Roger Protz “Britain’s
Beer Revolution” – Both

Jarrow & Maxim breweries
are featured.
Current seasonal Beers of
Black Maxim & Ruby
Max all sold and are out of
the brewery, should be on
in the bars now.
Great Escape (4% Pale
Ale brewed with Lager
malts) & Santa’s Soot
(5% Dark Christmas Beer)
will be Christmas specials.
Andersons Best Scotch
will be appearing in the
new year.
Brewer (Glen Whale) is
planning 10 new seasonal
beers in 2015, he has his
hop & malt supplies
already sorted. I’ve seen
his list of styles/recipes &
estimated strengths etc. &
think a lot of these will be
very well received. No
names yet & definite
release dates but we can
expect the first one
around Feb/March. News
on twitter
@Maximbrewery.
Also after the success of
the North Shields Beer in
the Wood festival where
they provided a cask of
DM in the wood the
brewery has now acquired
its own wooden cask &
hopes to supply it to
suitable venues/events.
Brewing as much as
possible before Christmas
to meet orders of bottled
beers like Double Maxim.

From 18th December the
Brewery needs to comply
with new UK allergen
labelling regulations.
So casks/kegs & bottles
will list all known allergens
in the ingredients (In the
case of beer this is most
commonly Malt, Wheat &
Oats containing glutens
etc.)

TEMPTATION
B.L.O.: Alan
Harrison
Brewing is starting to
pick up after constantly
brewing for Hop and
Cleaver. Sorachi Ace
has just been released
to select pubs in the
area. A new Financial
Suicide Beer has just
been brewed and this
will have among other
ingredients 10 litres of
pure cocoa in it. This
will be released before
Christmas and other
brews before Christmas
will also include at least
one wheat beer.

DARWIN /
BREWLAB
B.L.O: Fiona
Monteith-Preston
No report received from
brewery

CAMRA-Angle 38

Winter 2014

9

OCTOBERFEST SELLS OUT!
Six months of planning, two
days to set it up, and then
everything gone in two and a
half days! That is the sixth
Sunderland Octoberfest.
After the success of last year’s festival, we increased the order of beer
and cider. This year we sold 31 firkins of beer and 6 boxes of real cider.
We put together a selection of real
ales from around the country with an
emphasis on Scottish beers. The
beers were from Orkney in the far
north to Lanarkshire in the south.
Cider was sourced by our former cider officer from Worcestershire. It
was probably the first time these ciders were available in the north east.
Again all of our local breweries Brewlab, Jarrow, Maxim and Temptation
were represented.
Attendance this year was 547, up on
the previous two years and by 8 p.m.
on the Saturday evening, we had
sold all of the beer and cider.
The attendees voted Ilkley Rye &
Dry beer of the festival.
Thanks to the efforts of our regional
membership officer, a massive 50
new members were signed up bringing our numbers ever closer to 600.

The Bonded Warehouse has already
been booked for 8 to 11 October
next year. Make a note in your diaries.
We would like to thank the following
for their help in making the festival a
success:

Ÿ

Maxim Brewery for sponsoring
the staff t shirts and helping with
beer deliveries.

Ÿ

Durham CAMRA for the loan of
handpumps and cooling equipment

Ÿ

Metro for sponsoring the festival
beer mats

Ÿ

Nina at Flying Firkin for sourcing the beer

Ÿ

Chris Roberts for sourcing the
cider

Ÿ

Staff at the Bonded for putting
up with us, and

Ÿ

All of our local CAMRA members who gave up their free time
to help before, during and after
the festival.

www.camra-angle.co.uk

Michael Wynne
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South Shields Real Ale Trail:
1. The Alum Ale House
The Alum Ale House is situated on the
south bank of the River Tyne, adjacent to the Ferry Landing
and close to the Market Place. The open-plan bar boasts 13
handpumps. Recently refurbished and redecorated the pub
has a beer garden with spectacular views of the River Tyne. A
Marston’s house.

2. The Address
The Address, in the Market Place, has recently undergone
substantial renovation since it became free of tie, having most
recently been known as Rosie Malone’s and The Tram.
Smartly decorated the pub has four handpumps devoted to
cask ales. A restaurant / function room is located on the
second floor, and serves food throughout the day, opening at
7.00 am. Sports TV available.

3. The Cross Arms Hotel
Just off the Market Place, in Barrington Street, The Cross Arms
Hotel was formerly the Douglas Vaults until purchased and
renamed by owner Stewart Cross. The pub has been
extensively renovated, and also has AA 3-star status as a bed
and breakfast hotel. There are two handpumps on the bar. Live
music, Sports TV and karaoke, plus a pool table in the small
room off the bar make this a lively and friendly bar.

4. The Riverside
The Riverside is another establishment which has taken on a
new lease of life since becoming free of tie. With two
handpumps on the bar and a selection of craft keg ales, The
Riverside is a busy bar/restaurant, serving cocktails and a wide
range of reasonably priced meals. An upstairs room provides
good views over the river.

5. The Steamboat
A friendly and multi-award winning former CAMRA Regional
and Branch Pub of the Year. The traditional riverside pub has
eight real ales and a real cider on the bar, as well as a fine
selection of malt whiskeys. Regular beer festivals and meet the
brewer sessions are held throughout the year. Dog friendly.

6. The Rose and Crown, Holborn
The Rose and Crown is in a quiet street overlooking the River
Tyne and the Former Middle Dock. There is a single bar with 2
handpulls, one always from Jarrow Brewery. Decorated with
multiple mirrors and pictures, there is a small stage for live
music. Food is limited to bar snacks. Several benches outside
overlooking the river. Ideal for watching large ferries and other
vessels passing. Dog friendly.

www.camra-angle.co.uk
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7. The Trimmers Arms
The Trimmers has become a popular music venue, with live music
on Thursday to Sunday evenings. There is one handpull on the bar
in the large room used for music. A second space is used as a
restaurant area. A Buskers’ Night is arranged on Thursday evenings,
with live bands on over the weekend.

8. The Dolly Peel
One of the forerunners in the renaissance of real ales, the Dolly Peel
is under new management which aims to restore its position as a
purveyor of fine ales. Named after the legendary local fishwife who
attempted to rescue press-ganged sailors by hiding them under her
voluminous skirts, the Dolly has five cask ales available. There are
two rooms in this corner pub, the bar and a lounge with impressive
leather chairs and sofas. There is a Buskers’ Night each
Wednesday.

9. The Maltings
The Maltings is located on the first floor of the building, above the
section of the Jarrow Brewery now used for small run and
experimental brews.. Take the staircase or lift to a well-appointed
partitioned room with a large central bar and plenty of seating. At
least two Jarrow beers are always available on handpull,
complemented by a fine selection of guest beers and an excellent
range of imported ales. Thai food is available daily.

10. The Voyager
Single story pub on the fringe of the Town Centre, comprising a large
room with single bar. Having recently started selling real ales there
are 3 handpulls dispensing 2 ales and a cider. Meals are provided at
lunchtime. There is a pool table to one side of the bar and quizzes
are held every Tuesday. Sports TV is available and live music takes
place on Saturday night and Sunday afternoon/evening.There is
seating at the front of the pub and a small car park at the rear. Close
to bus and metro services.

11. The Stags Head
Traditional single-room town-centre pub dominated by an attractive
alcove back bar. Listed on CAMRA's National Inventory of Historic
Pub Interiors, it has retained many original design features including
colourful entrance tilework and a wide acid-etched bay window at the
front. Three cask ales are usually available. This popular local can
get busy at times. Upstairs is an extra room complete with its own
small bar - also available to hire for private functions.

12. The Mile
Large open plan pub with a range of drinking areas. There are three
handpulls, currently featuring ales from Youngs Brewery. Sports TV
shown on the large screen television. There is a concentration on
food, bottled drinks and catering for events. There is a large function
room on the second floor.

www.camra-angle.co.uk
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13. The Wouldhave
The Wouldhave is a town centre pub, part of the
Wetherspoon chain, providing customers with well-priced
bar meals and a selection of real ales. Downstairs is a bar
with ample seating and tables and upstairs a familyfriendly area. Six handpumps serve the the two regular
beers and a rotation of guest ales from around the country.
The pub hosts beer festivals and Wetherspoon's cider and
perry festivals.

14. The Harbour Lights
The Harbour Lights is located in a dramatic location
overlooking the Mouth of the Tyne and, North Shields Fish
Quay. The pub frontage has large floor to ceiling windows.
Three handpulls provide a house cask ale, guest ale and
cider. Restaurant at rear serves meals all day. Bus stop
outside the door.

15. The Rattler
Sea front front pub named after a steam train that used to
run between Whitburn and South Shields. There are 2
railway carriages incorporated in the structure of the pub,
with roadside entrance to the main bar through the end of
one of the coaches. Primarily a meals venue with booths
and tables. The house beer is called Rattler Ale, made at
Jarrow Brewery.

16. The New Crown
Large and prominent pub/ restaurant overlooking Gypsies
Green and the sea. The pub has two banks of three
handpulls ; Pedigree, Hobgoblin and a guest from the
Marstons monthly guest list. Food is served all day. Quiz
nights held on Sundays and Tuesdays. Large Function
room available for parties. Bus stop outside door.

17. The Bamburgh
Greene King-managed pub a stone's throw from the coast
and the finishing point of the Great North Run. The
spacious, open plan pub has a raised dining area at one
end and a games area at the other. Mainly a locals pub but
also popular with families who come to enjoy the extensive
food menu.

18. The Fountain
Now a Flaming Grill Pub/ Restaurant, this popular
community pub is situated between Westoe and the Coast.
It has a large open plan layout and on the bar are three
handpulls, including a guest from the SIBA list. Regular
pub games are a feature including a popular quiz held on
Mondays. The Fountain also hosts regular fund raising
events for charities.

www.camra-angle.co.uk
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WE ARE!
The Ivy House cask ale, craft beer,
pizza and gourmet burger emporium

WE SELL
Six Cask Hand Pulls
and Four, Yes Four,
Craft Keg Pumps,

WE DO

Artisan Pizzas and
Gourmet Burgers,
(The true work of The Devil!)
(but not in a poncey way)
Marble - Dark Star - Temptation
Magic Rock - Thornbridge
Summer Wine - Tiny Rebel Brew Co.
Red Willow

WE GIVE
10% discount to CAMRA members
on all cask products.

The Ivy House - Bastion of quality food and booze
and right next to Park Lane metro station.
Worcester Terrace, Sunderland SR2 7AW 0191 567 3399
www.facebook.com/ivyhouse

twitter@theivyhouse

www.camra-angle.co.uk
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BOOK REVIEW: “SOUTH SHIELDS PUBS”

B

y strange chance, the editorial
team of CAMRA-Angle received a
review copy of “South Shields
Pubs” by Eileen Bennett just as this
special South Shields Real Ale Trail issue
was being formulated.
Local historian Eileen spent three years
researching the background for her book,
and has produced a treasure trove of
images of the public houses in South
Shields, supported by helpful and
fascinating commentary.
Beginning her ‘trail’ near Tyne Dock, she
works her way along the riverside
through Templetown, Corstophine Town,
Holborn and the Mill Dam to the Market
Place, and beyond to Wapping Street.
From there it’s up on to the Lawe Top
and then back into the town. She then
ventures up to Westoe and Harton,
before returning to her point of origin at
Slake Terrace. Few of the pubs she lists
are still in situ, but that is not surprising,
since at one point, as Eileen states in her
Introduction, there were 164!

questions this reviewer has brought to
mind whilst standing on the Metro Bridge
above King Street: “I wonder what that
building was? Has that always been a
shop? The upper storeys seem so
grand.” Now I know - it was The Bridge
Hotel and Chambers.
If you are fascinated by old photographs
of South Shields, and even more
interested in tracing the history of pubs in
the town, this is the book for you. It will
also save you three years of research
into the subject!
SOUTH SHIELDS PUBS by Eileen
Burnett.
ISBN: 978-1-4456-4200-0
Published by Amberley Books at £14.99

I would love to have been able to
reproduce some of the photos here, to
give a flavour of this nostalgiaengendering volume, but space and
copyright laws do not permit. From a
personal point of view it was fascinating
to see several photos taken by
W.D.Willits, a great-uncle of mine.
Of course many of the pubs described
disappeared before the advent of
photography, and one can only imagine
what they must have been like. On the
other hand many of the architecturally
impressive buildings remaining in our
town centre started their existence as
public houses and hotels, and Eileen’s
book provides the answers to several

Review by Robin Sanderson

www.camra-angle.co.uk
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A MOMENTOUS DAY IN THE HOUSE!
On Tuesday 18��
November 2014, the
Coalition Government
suffered its first defeat
in the House of
Commons, and it just so
happened that the
defeat had much to do
with the campaigning,
lobbying and petitioning
undertaken by CAMRA.
Tim Page, CAMRA Chief
Executive said:
"Today's landmark Parliamentary vote helps secure the future of pubs. CAMRA is
delighted that, after ten years of our campaigning, MPs have today voted to
introduce a market rent only option for licensees tied to the large pub companies - a
move that will secure the future of the Great British Pub.
"The Government was defeated by 284 votes to 259 with MPs from all parties voting
in favour of a new clause to the Small Business Bill that will empower pubco licensees
to choose between a tied agreement and a market rent only agreement that will
allow them to buy beer on the open market. Allowing over 13,000 pub tenants tied to
the large pub companies the option of buying beer on the open market at competitive
prices will help keep pubs open and ensure the cost of a pint to consumers remains
affordable. The large pub companies will no longer be able to charge their tenants
prices up to 60 pence a pint higher than open market prices."
"This simple choice should spell the end of pubco licensees being forced out of
business through high rents and tied product prices.
“Thank you to the 8000 CAMRA members and campaigners who lobbied their local
MP to help make this happen and to those MPs that voted to support pubs. CAMRA
are now urging the Government to accept the outcome of the vote."
Incidentally, we are pleased to state that all of the MPs representing constituencies
which make up our local branch voted “Aye”, and can thus be called “Pub Heroes and
Heroines”.
www.camra-angle.co.uk
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THE WORLDS STRONGEST BEERS?
By Ken Paul
You may think that the House of
Trembling Madness is a Hammer Horror
film or a poem by Edgar Allan Poe but it is
in fact a pub/bottle shop in York. Not far
from the Minster, the bottle shop occupies
the ground floor with the pub upstairs.
Behind the checkout is a sign that lists
“The World’s Strongest Beers” that they
sell in the shop. (See photograph).
Obilix, Start the Future and Mystery of
Beer
are
all
brewed
by
an
unpronounceable
Brouwerij
‘t
Koelschip in Holland, while Tactical
Nuclear Penguin is made by Brewdog
Mulling this over on the train back home, I
decided to investigate this claim. My first
stop was the CAMRA book of Beer
Knowledge. This lists a snapshot of beers
over 11%. Included is the aforementioned
“penguin” along with a 43% Schorschbock
from Germany, several entries from Sam
Adams and Dogfish Head in the USA and
the strongest one I have tried, Eggenberg
Samichlaus. Named after Santa Claus,
this comes in at 14% and was indeed a
present from that well know gentleman
some years ago now from “Madness” The
label stated “The Strongest Lager Beer in
the World”. Not sure if that still stands up
but it was delicious none the less.
Samichlaus features in Roger Protz's 300
Beers to Try Before You Die. This book,
and its sequel, (300 More Beers To Try
Before You Die) mention several strong
ales but non over 15%. This accolade goes
to North Cotswold Arctic Global
Warmer,
seasonally
brewed
in
Warwickshire. So it’s interesting that these
“World Strongest Beers” don’t merit Mr
Protz’s recommendations.

Now, in 2012 Scottish brewer
Brewmeister produced Armageddon,
which they claimed was 65%. It was
produced in response to strong ales made
by Brewdog, but subsequent tests showed

it to be “a mere” 16%. They have now
produced another, Snake Venom, at
67.5%. This has been heralded as the
World’s Strongest but if you look at Mystery
of Beer in the photograph, the claim is
70%. It’s difficult to know who to believe. I
personally won’t bother trying these; they
are not on my Bucket List. Too strong, it
must be like drinking whiskey or a liqueur,
and far too expensive.
Finally, a word of warning when drinking
ultra-strong ale at a beer festival ; LEAVE
IT TILL LAST. There is always the danger
that the strength will kill any taste buds and
possibly produce a swollen tongue,
rendering the poor sufferer incapable of
speech, having to conduct the rest of the
session by signs. I remember sampling Big
Lamp Blackout, (11%) at the 2011
Newcastle Beer festival, then immediately
trying Moorhouse Black Cat (3.4%). Big
mistake.

www.camra-angle.co.uk
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PUB OF THE YEAR VOTE - IT’S GETTING CLOSER
Voting for Sunderland and South Tyneside
CAMRA Pub of the Year and Club of the Year
will soon be upon us, and this year there will be
some changes. The method for selecting pubs
eligible for members’ votes remains the same,
being based entirely on the beer scores lodged
by members over the last year though the
WhatPub website.
The method of voting will be changing for those
who have registered an email address and wish
to vote electronically. Branch webmaster and
social-media guru Ian Monteith-Preston has been
working on a voting method which is based on
CAMRA’s own systems and is therefore secure.
Trialling of the system is currently underway,
(see sample screen shot) and branch members

will be contacted shortly about this simple and
money-saving way of registering your votes.

5 CASK ALES
Come and enjoy some fine
Festive ales!

SATURDAY 20th DECEMBERCelebrate with mince pies and
Christmas songs from the
The Doo Wop Dollies (8.00pm)
A fine selection of malt whiskies
WEDNESDAY 8.00 pm: Buskers’ Night
SATURDAY 8.00 pm: Live Music
SUNDAY: Free Bar Food

We are open:
Mon - Sat 12 noon - 12.30 am
Sun 11.00 am - 12 midnight

137 Commercial Road, South Shields , NE33 1SG

www.camra-angle.co.uk
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HERITAGE PUBS IN MANCHESTER
by Ken Paul
I have to say that one of my
favourite places for enjoying
real ale is Manchester,
having survived 3 pub crawls
and 2 beer festivals. This
article looks at some of the
cities pubs with Historic Pub
Interiors, partly inspired by
the CAMRA website of the
same name
The first of these is the
Marble Arch. It is located in
the Northern Quarter just
outside the city centre on

Rochdale Road and is about a
ten minute walk from
Manchester Victoria Station.
The Marble Brewery began
operations here in 1997 but
moved to larger premises
nearby in 2011.
The pub was built in 1888
and it’s worth admiring the

impressive exterior of this
distinctive building before
entering.
There is one bar with a
smaller dining area and
garden at the rear. As you
would expect, most of the
beers are from their own
brewery and with 10
handpulls there is plenty of
styles to choose from.
Sitting next to the fireplace
with a realistic artificial fire,
one of the first things you
experience is that the floor
slopes from the entrance
down to the bar. This
unusual feature almost
draws the punters in towards
the beer.
It’s worth spending some
time admiring the interior
décor, including the ceiling,
mosaic floor, tiled walls and a
frieze around the main bar.
You could easily sit here
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going through all the Marble
beers but there are other
pubs to see.
About 30 minutes’ walk into
the city from the Marble Arch
is The Peveril of the Peak.
Obviously several pubs could
be visited on the way!
Named after the title of a Sir
Walter Scott novel, this
distinctive pub is located in
Great Bridgewater Street and
is dwarfed by larger
properties surrounding it.
The most noticeable feature
before entering is the green/
yellow external tiling on the
ground floor and cream/lime
green on the top floor.
The pub is managed by
Manchester’s longest serving
landlady; in her eighties and
still living upstairs.
The pub interior is full of
polished wood, stained glass,
mirrors and traditional bench
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seating. There is a main bar,
rear lounge, smoke room and
lobby bar.
There are 4
handpulls serving real ale.
Apart from the lobby bar,
each room has bell pushes,
which in olden times were
used to summon bar staff to
take drinks orders. As far as
I could tell, these are now
inoperable (no one came
when I pressed one!). In the
public bar can be found a
vintage
football
table.
Apparently some episodes of
Cracker were filmed here!
Now during the week The
Peveril of the Peak has
restricted opening hours, so
if closed a nearby suggestion
is The Britons Protection.
This is a 2 minute walk west
(towards the skyscraper
Hilton)
along
Great
Bridgewater Street.
This is Grade II listed 200 year
old pub. There is a long
narrow bar across the front
of the building. Many of the
pubs features date from the
1930s. Behind the bar are
further rooms and a servery
for punters. I found although
saving the trouble of walking
into the bar from these back
rooms you can’t see the
pump clips so end up in the
bar anyway! Take a picture if
you can’t remember them.
As with the previous pub,
there are the original bell
pushes in the rooms away
from the bar.
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The last pub on the list can be
found by retracing your steps
along Gt Bridgewater Street,
and walk up
Portland Street ,
passing ( or
entering)
the
Paramount
Wetherspoons to
reach the Circus
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the beer. The staff
were very friendly,
one pointing out
free space and
another offering to
bring the drinks
over. When more
people came in
they were directed
down a narrow
corridor like they
were
getting
herded on a train.
There
were
photographs
everywhere;
all
over the walls and
ceiling.
Mere
words don't do
justice to this place; it has to
be experienced,
More information can be

Now, The Circus
Tavern
is
amazing...it’s
only the width of
a terraced house.
During my visit the pub was
busy, which was not
surprising considering the
size of it. The bar was only big
enough for one customer
and one person serving.
Needless to say there was
only space for one hand
pump. The actual ambience
of the pub takes over from
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found on the CAMRA
heritage website ( see link
below) and Whatpub.com
gives more pub details.
http://www.heritagepubs.o
rg.uk/home/home.asp
Now, if I’m a good boy I may
get the book version of this
website for Christmas, so
expect a book review next
year!
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Ken Paul’s PUB QUIZ
1. Clifford Tower is all that is left of which Northern City’s castle?
2. Which Brewery makes Blackberry Cascade, Raspberry Blonde
and Triple Chocoholic ?
3. On a map, what do isobaths connect?
4. John Adams was the first US what?
5. Which football commentator once said:” Where were the
Germans? And frankly, who cares?”
6. Name the former Tory minister who appeared, as a child, in a
Ribena advert?
7. People who suffer from Chromophobia would not have been
happy with what BBC and ITV introduced in 1969?
8. For which crime was Robert Hubert falsely accused and
hanged in 1666?
9. Name the Tinker Taylor Soldier Spy character played by Alec
Guinness on TV and Gary Oldman on the big screen?
10. Name the footballer who played for 38 years, scored 481 goals,
won 10 league titles, 11 FA cups and 3 European Cups. He
also survived 5 kidnappings, 1 assassination attempt, a
helicopter crash, a car bomb attack and 2 earthquakes.
11. Funchal is the capital of which island?
12. Marble Brewery is based in which English city – Liverpool,
Manchester or Leeds?
13. Which author of children’s books died of pneumonia in the Lake
District In 1943 aged 77? ?
14. The Einstok Brewery is located 60 miles south of the Arctic
Circle in which island country ?
15. Which digital TV channel was launched on March 2nd 2002 ?
16. New York has 5 boroughs. Which one is missing : Staten
Island, The Bronx, Manhattan, Brooklyn.
17. Of the three Baltic States, which one has the capital Tallinn ?
18. The last train ran over which North East bridge in 1921 ?
19. Which North East football team plays at Croft Park ?
20. Which Australian state capital shares its name with a Scottish
City
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WHERE AM I?
Writing rhetorically I
wonder how many
readers of CAMRAAngle 27 were able to
identify the location of
the handsomely
displayed cat o’ nine
tails? Well, you will
find it in the lounge at
the Dolly Peel, in South
Shields.

Naval College? It is in fact much closer to
home, and I have no doubt that artlovers will have to increase their pub
visits in order to find, and admire this
Renaissance masterpiece which adorns
the ceiling of a public house within the
boundaries of our branch. To those who
know of its whereabouts, revisit and
enjoy a fine pint of ale or three whilst
you lie on the floor to fully admire it.
(It’s always a good excuse!)

But what of this
issue’s puzzling
picture, a large
and classic
rendition of a
Nativity scene,
which looks like
it should be in
the Sistine
Chapel or the
Painted Hall at
Greenwich

Quiz answers (in Australian)
1. York 2. Saltaire 3. Lines connecting points of equal underwater
depth 4. Vice president. 5. Barry Davies 6. Michael Portillo 7.
Colour TV – the fear of colour 8. The Great Fire of London 9. George
Smiley 10. Roy of the Rovers 11. Madeira 12. Manchester 13.
Beatrix Potter 14. Iceland 15. BBC 4 16. Queens 17. Estonia
18. Queen Alexandra Bridge 19. Blyth Spartans 20. Perth
www.camra-angle.co.uk
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The Alum Ale House
achieved 100% grade
across all categories

13 Real Ales!

MARSTON’S
NORTH EAST REGION
CASK ALE PUB
THIS AWARD IS
PRESENTED TO THE

ALUM ALE HOUSE
FOR OUTSTANDING
CELLAR MANAGEMENT
AND
CASK ALE QUALITY

Amazing views from the beer garden
Join us on Facebook

Ferry Landing, SOUTH
SHIELDS
www.camra-angle.co.uk

