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Members of the Sun-
derland & South
Tyneside Branch

of the Campaign for Real
Ale met for their November
meeting at The Robin
Hood in Primrose, Jarrow.
The meeting was sched-
uled at The Robin Hood for
a very specific purpose,
and not just the warm wel-
come and pie and peas
supper kindly provided by
Jess and    Alison McCo-
nnell, of South   Tyneside’s
own Jarrow Brewery. The
number 10 has figured
large for Jarrow Brewery
this year, as it was ten
years ago that production
first started in the brewery
which was at that time
based at The Robin Hood.
Earlier this year a  brew
was produced to celebrate
the first decade : Arbeia
X. This was a welcome ad-
dition to the beer list at the
Sunderland Octoberfest.

Since Jess and Alison took
over The Robin Hood the
quality of the beer served
has been recognised by

the fact that the pub has
been an ever present in
CAMRA’s Good Beer
Guide. At the end of the
branch meeting Michael
Wynne, branch chairman,
was delighted to present
Jess and Alison, both
CAMRA members, with a
specially produced certifi-
cate celebrating the pub’s
ten years continuous pres-
ence in the GBG.

The Robin Hood has now
been joined under the
Jarrow Brewery banner by
The Maltings in South

Shields (currently the home
of the Brewery), The Isis in
Sunderland, and, just this
year, The Magnesia Bank
in North Shields.

This year should have
been cause for even more
celebration for Jarrow
Brewery, but the proposed
move to St. Andrew’s
Church in Hebburn, fell
through due to planning
complications. This was a
costly set-back, but no
doubt the McConnells will
overcome it and build upon
their success to date.

10 YEARS ON, AND GOING STRONG!

 Jess and Alison McConnell receive their award from Michael Wynne (centre)
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THE STEAMBOAT
A Friendly Welcome Guaranteed!
CAMRA’s Sunderland & South Tyneside

Pub of the Year in 2009, 2010 and 2011
In the CAMRA Good Beer Guide

From 1989 - 2013
Eight ever-changing Real
Ales plus one REAL cider

50+ Malt Whiskies
Regular Beer Festivals and
 Meet the Brewer Evenings
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There have been a
number of changes since
the Sunderland Ale
Trails leaflet was
launched at this year’s
Octoberfest.

After a major refurbish-
ment, the Ivy House on
Worcester Terrace re-
opened in November.
The six hand pumps offer
an interesting selection of
cask ales as well as An-
chor Liberty Ale, Brook-
lyn Lager and a draught
Belgian beer. Plans are
afoot for a “Craft Beer
Showcase” to be held in
mid-December. The pub
is under the same owner-
ship as The Borough
and the Cottage
Tavern in    Cleadon.

The Willow Pond on Hyl-
ton Road is a new outlet
offering Sharps Doom
Bar.

North of the Wear, the
Wheatsheaf at the top of
Roker Avenue is offering
Sonnet 43 beers.

November also saw the
opening of Arbeias Bar
Bistro on Winchester
Street in South Shields.
The new venture is
housed in a building for-
merly occupied by Por-
ters and more recently
Eivissa nightclubs.

In keeping with its name
(the Roman name for the
fort on the Lawe Top),
the décor follows a Ro-
man theme, with white
marble floors and bar. A
full size statue of a Ro-
man soldier guards the
luxurious necessaria (toi-
lets) and a goddess like
figure welcomes custom-
ers near the entrance.

The sizeable bar area
has seven hand pumps

offering Thornbridge
Jaipur, Dark Star Hop-
head, and Worthington
White Shield IPA as

regular offerings.
Other guest beers
have included
Jarrow’s Rivet
-Catcher, Max-
im’s Great Es-
cape, with
Tynebank “Choc-
olate Orange” set
to appear. One
hand-pump is de-
voted to a real

cider. Beer is priced
competively, with the
White Shield, a rarity for
this part of the world, at
£2.80 per pint. There is
also a  selection of craft
kegs, including  Anchor
Liberty Ale and Brewdog
Punk IPA. An extensive
range of bottled beers is
also available, including
a number of Belgian and
American labels.

Also in South Shields, riv-
erside pub The Alum Ale
House is gaining a repu-
tation for having a Tardis-
like capacity for packing
in more real ales than one
would think possible:
there are now TWELVE
hand-pulls in operation.

Pub News

The bar in Arbeias Bar & Brasserie
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FANCY YOURSELF
AS A WRITER

WE are always on the lookout for
real ale related stories to be used in
the CAMRAANGLE. They can be
historical or current, locally-based
or involving travel to exotic
locations such as Middlesbrough or
Hartlepool, for example.

LETTERS
HAVE you got opinion on the pub
or beers available in our branch area,
or on any other matter? Get writing
now, and let our readers know what
you think.

CONTACT US
WE welcome comments and
submissions from fellow real ale
drinkers. They can be emailed to
our editor at magazine@camra-
angle.co.uk, or posted to the
following address: Sid Dobson, 39
Brodie Close, Whiteleas, Tyne &
Wear, NE34 8LB.

****

CAMRAANGLE is published by
the Sunderland & South Tyneside
Branch of CAMRA © 2003 . Views
or comments expressed in this
publication may not be necessarily
those of the Editor or of CAMRA.

 Membership Matters

Thank you for having us

Membership continues to
increase both nationally
and locally. Sunderland &
South Tyneside branch
continues to grow, with
the landmark 400 having
been reached within the

last couple of months.
Such has been the growth
in membership over the
last few years that, if it
continues, 2013 could be
the year in which we
reach 500 members.

Our thanks are due to
staff of the William de
Wessyngton, in Wash-
ington, and The Robin
Hood in Primrose, Jarrow
for their kindness in host-

ing the October and No-
vember branch meetings
respectively. The next
branch meeting is on 8th

January 2013, the venue
in Sunderland tbc.

In this issue of CAMRA-AN-
GLE we continue the feature
focusing on three local hos-
telries, from suggestions by
branch members. This quar-
ter we feature The Railway
Inn in Ryhope, The Corner
Flag in Sunderland and The
Grey Horse in East Boldon.

We make reference to im-
portant national issues,
namely the continuing cam-
paign against the beer tax
escalator and the nomina-
tions for Champion Beer of
Britain.

Ken Paul shares his experi-
ences in A Year of Beer
Festivals and Richmond
Beer Festival.

A visit to The Southampton
Arms in Kentish Town by
Robin Sanderson is also to
be found, along with the reg-
ular features on Pub and
Brewery News. There is
also a Pub Qiz, provided by
Ken Paul, an an advert for
exclusive Octoberfest T-
shirts which are available for
sale.

We thank The Steamboat
and The Alum Ale House,
both in South Shields for
placing full-page adverts in
this issue. Without advertis-
ing the production of CAM-
RA-ANGLE is a massive
drain on the limited resourc-
es of the branch,and we
would very much welcome
more support of this nature.
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Brewery News

As was widely reported
in the local press, Jar-
row Brewery has giv-
en up their plans for St
Andrew’s Church in
Hebburn. We under-
stand they are now
looking elsewhere in
the borough for a new
brewing site.

The Tavistock Group
are behind the recently
opened Sonnet 43
Brewery in Coxhoe,
Co Durham. The beers
have been available in
Fitzgerald’s,
the Museum Vaults,
the R Bar in the Roker
Hotel and the Mid
Boldon Club.

Maxim Brewery’s
American Pride IPA
was very well re-

ceived, receiving rave
reports. Seasonal ale
Santa’s Soot is now
making its re-appear-
ance in hostelries in the
region.

Temptation Brewery
recently distributed a
‘special edition’ in the
form of “Dotty’s Panto
Porter”. Brewed to cel-
ebrate local panto star
Bob Stott’s final ap-
pearance as a panto-
mime dame, in this
year’s panto at The
Customs House in
South Shields, this is a
warming winter ale with
pumpkin and spices
contributing to its deli-
cious flavour.

Vanilla Bourbon Por-
ter is also likely to be
available from a

number of outlets as
Christmas approach-
es.
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After eight months of
hard work from
CAMRA members

and staff the call on Gov-
ernment to scrap the beer
duty escalator has finally
been debated in
the Parliament.

Over 58 MPs from all par-
ties unanimously backed
the call on Government to
review the beer duty esca-
lator and present back be-
fore Budget 2013. This is a
fantastic step in the cam-
paign and a fitting re-
sponse to the 100,000
signatures on the e-peti-
tion.

In truth the most fitting re-
sponse would be for the
Government to realise the
escalator is an ineffective
out of date policy which is
damaging the beer and
pub industry and scrap it,
but the purpose of the de-
bate was to propose a re-
view and so we must be
happy with that result.

Unfortunately the Treasury
Minister Sajid Javid gave
a luke warm response at
the end of the debate,
wheeling out the usual
Government rhetoric, but
the important part is the

vote and that the will of
Parliament should be ad-
hered to.

To ensure this happens our
campaign cannot stop here
we must keep the momen-
tum going - we need to
grow our support among
more Government MPs
and therfore the next step
of CAMRA's mass lobby
comes at the perfect time.

On Wednesday 12th De-
cember we hope 1000+
CAMRA members, publi-
cans, brewers and beer
drinkers will join us and
meet with their MP.

Here is the response to the
beer tax debate from Colin
Valentine, CAMRA's Na-
tional Chairman:

‘CAMRA was delighted to
see the ground swell of
support from MPs from all
parties in today’s debate
for a review of the damag-
ing beer duty escalator.
Passing a motion for the
Government to conduct a
thorough review of the eco-
nomic and social impact of
the escalator is a major
step forward for the indus-
try and sends out a clear
message from inside West-
minster that enough is

enough.

‘At a time when Britain’s
pub closure rate is back on
the rise, any review must
take into account the
5,800+ pubs which have
closed since the Govern-
ment’s punitive escalator
system was introduced in
2008. It must also be rein-
forced that further planned
increases will bring in no
additional revenue for the
next 3 years, and will only
serve the purpose of harm-
ing many communities
across Britain when their
local pub is no longer able
to run a viable business.

‘Building on the success of
today’s debate, CAMRA
will be upping the ante and
looking ahead to its Mass
Parliamentary Lobby on
December 12th, where
over 1,000 beer drinkers
and pub goers will be de-
scending upon Westmin-
ster to ensure MPs keep
the pressure on Govern-
ment to conduct a proper
review and scrap the beer
duty escalator.’

Published on 1st No-
vember 2012 by
Claire Cain on CAMRA
website.
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At the south-eastern ex-
tremity of our Branch ar-
ea lies the village of
Ryhope which, before Dr.
Beeching and the discov-
ery of North Sea Gas,
was among other things
an important 3-way rail-
way junction linking the
East Durham coalfields
with the main rail net-
work, and boasted 2 sta-
tions - “Ryhope East” &
“Ryhope West”. The area
no longer reverberates to
the sounds of steam loco-
motives vigorously attack-
ing the notorious 'Seaton
Bank' or slogging up the
steep gradient to Silks-
worth Colliery with their
rakes of coal 'empties' for
re-filling with 'black dia-
monds'. Both lines and
the 2 stations closed
many years ago and for
passengers on the coast
route between Sunder-
land and Hartlepool little
remains visible to indicate
that they ever existed.

However, although the
buildings and platforms
have been removed, the
“Ryhope West” station
footbridge remains and
just to the north of it,
when the foliage is not
too dense, can be seen
the white building of the

“Railway Inn”. With the
joint demise of the sta-
tions and coal-related in-
dustries the “Railway Inn”
suffered some hard times
and, being situated down
a now quiet cul-de-sac
with very little 'passing
trade', it eventually suc-
cumbed and was boarded
up.

Fortunately that is not the
end of the story for in
1997 along came Billy
Pounder, still the owner,
who saw some potential
for it as a village 'local'
and bought the premises.

After its period of closure
both the building and its
interior required refurbish-
ment, but Billy stuck to
the task and the pub is
now most definitely an
asset to the local commu-
nity. It has a two-room
interior, each with a sepa-
rate bar. To the right as
one enters is the 'Public
Bar' which doubles as a
Games Room with a pool
table and dartboard etc.,
and not surprisingly fre-
quented mainly by the
younger customers. To
the left of the entrance
lobby is a comfortable
'Lounge Bar' which gen-
erally caters for those of

more mature years and
also the 'real ale'
fraternity. There are 3
hand-pulls on the bar,
which are usually all in
use. Billy likes his 'real
ale' so appreciates some
variety and keeps it well.

In an area hardly re-
nowned for having a high
proportion of cask ale
drinkers it is certainly an
achievement to regularly
have 3 real ales on offer,
so the support of 'visiting'
customers is always ap-
preciated.

The “Railway Inn” is quite
easily accessible by bus
from Park Lane Inter-
change – No. '202' runs
Mondays to Saturdays on
an hourly basis up until
around 18.00 and stops
close by at the east end
of Ryhope Green. Routes
23/A/B, 31/A, 38, 39, 60
& 61 provide more fre-
quent daytime, evening
and Sunday services to
the west end of Ryhope
Green – from this stop
walk back to the Green
and keep down the right
side, following round into
Robson Place and the 50
yards or so to the pub.

Grahame McDonald.

Robson Place, Ryhope, SR2 0PQ.
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The Corner Flag
sports bar in Sunder-
land is a relative new-
comer onto the local
Real Ale scene. The
bar, which is in High
Street West, is full of
sports memorabilia
(with the emphasis on
Sunderland AFC) and
enough TVs to ensure
not a moment of sport’s
action is missed. A
stopping off point on
CAMRA’s recently
launched “Sunderland
Real Ale Trail” there
are a constant stream
of real ale focussed
events to tempt drink-
ers through the doors.
Manager Kara
Langley has been in
post for around a year
and in this time has
seen a steady increase
in the amount of real
ale sold in the bar. She
currently has two or
three hand pulls on at
any one time, and
Maxim beers are a
constant on one of the
hand pulls. The other
features mainly local
beers, with the occa-
sional visitor from fur-
ther afield- Hobgoblin

was on over Halloween
for example. Match
days always sees Max-
im Lambton’s being in
great demand.
Kara has organised
several “meet the
brewer” nights over the
past few months –
Jennings, Gambling
Man and Maxim have
all been represented
and she is currently in
discussion with a few
other breweries to
have nights with them
in the new year. She
has also just organised
the pub’s first Christ-
mas Beer Festival
which ran over ten
days and featured
beers from Maxim,
Gambling Man, Jen-

nings, Ringwood and
Marstons.
She is aiming to im-
prove beer quality
while offering as much
choice of beers to cus-
tomers as she can – at
the same time keeping
the real ales at a rea-
sonable price. Ulti-
mately, Kara would
love the Corner Flag
to be a contender for
inclusion in the Good
Beer Guide and realis-
es that the cornerstone
to this lies in the quality
and condition of the
beers.
The Corner Flag cer-
tainly merits its inclu-
sion in the Sunderland
Ale Trail and hopefully
the Good Beer Guide
is not too far off.

The Corner Flag
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Standing on
Front Street in
East Boldon

since the early 1820’s
when it was a com-
bined Ale House and
Blacksmiths, the Grey
Horse has long been
one of the focal points
of the local community
and a long standing
entry in the CAMRA
Good Beer Guide.

The local Boldon His-
torical Society meets
on the last Tuesday of
every month and the
local Folk club meets
on the first Tuesday of
every month, a quiz
night every Sunday
night is always popular
as well.
Sky TV is available and
all sporting events are
usually covered.
A former Vaux pub it is
now owned by the
Bramwell Pub Com-
pany, it has been run
by Sheila and Ian

since
2005.
Sheila and
Ian actively
promote
real ale
and their
ales are
always on
top form. They run reg-
ular beer festivals the
last one being over the
Halloween period fea-
turing ales from Wych-
wood, Mordue, Jarrow,
Maxim and Marstons.
It was refurbished this
year and as well as a
redesigned interior it
has had a beer garden
added to the rear of the
pub, some extra hand
pulls were added to the
bar so that there is now
an impressive range of
six real ales available.
As well as being a fa-
vorite with real ale
drinkers the pub is very
popular for its great
value tasty meals and
range of wines with

every Thursday being
a Beer and Curry
night, the interior of the
pub is on three levels
with the main doors
opening onto a lounge
and the lowest level
being a bar area off to
the right, the lounge
itself has two raised
areas, one at the rear
and another off to the
left, the various areas
and a function room
upstairs can be booked
for parties and events.
The pub is easily ac-
cessible as there is a
bus stop immediately
outside and a metro
station only 5 minutes
walk away.
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When planning pub crawls
outside our local area my
friends and I usually pick a
town with a rail link. We
recently decided to try
something different howev-
er by visiting Richmond in
North Yorkshire; the near-
est station being Darling-
ton. We met at Chester Le
Street station for the jour-
ney to Darlington, and then
caught the bus outside the
station for the 30 minute
journey to Richmond.

We arrived just in time for
our traditional Wether-
spoons breakfast at the
Ralph Fitz Randall. This is
a former post office, oppo-
site Friary Gardens in
memory of the friary found-
ed by said Fitz Randall in
the 13th century. There was
a good range of local
brews on offer. I had a su-
perb milk stout, Northaller-
ton Dark Side from Walls
Brewery, then a pint of
Black Paw Bishops Best.
A feature of the pub is a
large bookcase stacked
with many old books. You
could spend all here just
drinking and reading. This
was the best pub of the
day with the good quality
beers and the friendliest
staff.
I was aware before we
travelled that the Richmond
Beer Festival was being
held, scheduled to start at
16.30. We were ap-
proached by a CAMRA
member who said they

were opening early if we
were interested. I was but

we had other pubs to try
first.
 After our breakfast we
headed into the Market
Place nearby. There are
five pubs and we chose the
Bishop Blaze Hotel, as it
featured in the 2013 Good
Beer Guide (along with the
Wetherspoons). The ales
were Old Hooky, Land-
lord and York Terrier. The
pub is not that big and as
there were six of us we
ended up sitting outside at
the rear in the “beer gar-
den” under the shadow of
Richmond Castle.

Getting cold (well it was
mid-October) we entered
the Golden Lion, next
door. This pub is part of the
Marston’s chain. One of its
highlights was the roaring
fire which, along with the
Jennings Little Gem, was
greatly appreciated.

Having warmed up it was
now time for the Beer
Festival. This was set up

on a couple of market stalls
in the Market Hall a little
way down the square. 35
ales and ciders were ad-
vertised although not all
were available when we
got there. I had Yorkshire
Dales Dodd Fell, a Dort-
mund style lager. The
problem with this festival
was that as the Hall had a
stone floor; plastic glasses
had to be used for health
and safety reasons. The
beer wasn’t cool as it
warmed up quickly through
the glass. It was also fairly
quiet although there was to
be a band on later. Unfor-
tunately we would be re-
turning home by then.

By now the breakfast was
wearing off so we found a
fish and chip shop for a
brief drinking pause, then it
was into the Black Lion
Hotel in Finkle Street just
off the Market Place. This
was to be our final pub as
we had to time the bus to
get back to Darlington to
catch our train. A couple of
pints of Landlord went
down well in the cosy bar.

We could have tried at
least another 4 pubs if we
had time but, we were re-
stricted by our transport
back.
Many thanks to the North
West Yorkshire CAMRA
branch for an excellent on-
line guide to all pubs in the
area, and timing their beer
festival with our visit.

By Ken Paul
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Beer Festivals in the
UK are held in var-
ied venues through-

out the year and it seems
there is an event some-
where in the North East
going on most weekends.

CAMRA festivals are regu-
lar events of course with
the Great British Beer Fes-
tival (GBBF) being the larg-
est single venue in the UK.
Before we come to the fes-
tivals I have visited in 2012
a quick quiz question – in
which month of the year
does the Munich Oktober-
fest start?

February
The first visit was to the 6th

Music and Beer Festival
at the Barley Mow in Birt-
ley. There was a choice of
26 ales named after crea-
tures and apart from Allen-
dale wolf, all from outside
our region.  Burton Bridge
Top Dog Stout stood out
for me and was actually
available at the 2011 festi-
val.  Triple fff from Hamp-
shire brews beers with
names of famous songs
and I was pleased that
Pressed Rat and Warthog
made an appearance (it’s a
Cream song from the 60’s).

 March
Wetherspoons featured
the usual “brewed espe-

cially for the festival” ales
although not as many as
pervious events. There
were international offerings
from USA, Norway and
South Africa, although the
standout for me was
Thwaites Logan’s Run, a
ruby beer infused with lo-
ganberries.

April
I always go to the Easter
Courtyard festival in
Washington.  The featured
brewery was Timothy Tay-
lor, with five real ales. The
best was Ram Tam, a
4.3% black beer with a cof-
fee coloured head.  In con-
trast to the August festival
(see below) there was a
good selection of stouts
and porters, the best was
from Brown Cow, called
Thriller in Vanilla Porter,
brewed with vanilla pods.

Next up was the Newcas-
tle Beer Festival.  This
year I volunteered to help
with the set up and had an
enjoyable, if exhausting
day helping to build the
bar. A feature this year
was a Battle of the Beers
competition. Won by Hadri-
an Border Brewery with
Grainger Ale, this beer was
blind tasted, beating off 9
other beers. I have since
had this beer elsewhere
and pleased to see it’s a
regular brew.

May
In mid-May the first
Houghton Round
Table festival was held. I
volunteered to help out on
the last afternoon. Unfortu-
nately this coincided with
the last games of the Pre-
mier League season (Sun-
derland were at home) so
there was more staff than
punters. Still, I managed to
enjoy an interesting Dun-
ham Massey Chocolate
Cherry Mild and a Rum
Porter from Boggarts
Brewery.

June
This month saw a visit to
the first beer festival which
actually moved during the
event. Let me explain. For
the last 11 years the White
Bear Hotel in Masham
has held a Beer and Mu-
sic festival.  The hotel is
the brewery tap for Theak-
stons. Wanting a trip away
this seemed the ideal place
for a two night stay in the
aforesaid hotel.  There was
a marquee erected out of
the front of the building and
weighed down with con-
crete blocks and beer
kegs. The inclement
weather of our summer got
worse during the evening
with a howling gale.  It was
so strong it actually moved
the marquee about 2 feet
sideways (towards my
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car!). Still the beer was
good and we could take
shelter in the White Bear
for a full range of Theak-
stons beers. Thankfully the
second night was a lot
calmer.

August
The Great British Beer
Festival in London is held
in the first week in August.
I've been travelling down
for the last nine years.  It’s
usually held at Earls Court
but because of the Olym-
pics had been switched to
Olympia. I meet up with
former work colleagues for
our annual get together.
The festival had more than
forty seven thousand visi-
tors and according to
CAMRA this is record for
Olympia. What they
haven’t said is how it com-
pared with Earls Court.
Judging by the ease in
which I kept getting served,
the Olympics caused a few
stay aways.
Each year the “best beer in
Britain” is announced at
the beginning of the festi-
val. This year the Coniston
Brewery won with No 9

Barley wine. I tried some; it
was OK – I’ve tasted bet-
ter.  Our area was repre-
sented by Jarrow Rivet
Catcher, a GBBF regular.

After recovering from
GBBF it’s now time for the
second Courtyard Beer
Festival of the year, over
the August Bank Holiday
weekend. I have to say I
was disappointed with the
choice of style of beers,
only bitters and IPAs.  The
Courtyards own brewery,
the Leamside Ale Compa-
ny had their full range of
beers featured, including
Adventure, Alexandrina,
Five Quarters, Meadows
and Resolution.

September
This month saw the fourth
Beamish Hall Stables Bar
Music and Beer festival.
The choice of local and
non-regional beers looked
very similar to last year’s
so most of what I tried I
had had before. The Hex-
hamshire Blackhall Stout
was the stand out for me
(as it was last year).

 October/ November
The 4th Sunderland
Octoberfest was held in
the month. I helped out
with the set up and take
down, as well as working
behind the bar. There was
an excellent selection of
beers available, easily bet-
ter than the previous two
festivals mentioned above.
The third out of area festi-
val was next, the 11th

Richmond Ale Festival,
held by CAMRA North
West Yorkshire. This was
set up on a couple of mar-
ket stalls in the Market
Hall. 35 ales and ciders
were advertised although
not all were available. I on-
ly had one pint as this was
part of a town pub crawl
my friends and I were do-
ing. The problem with this
festival was that as the Hall
had a stone floor; plastic
glasses had to be used for
health and safety reasons.
The beer wasn’t cool as it
warmed up quickly through
the glass.

And finally - The second
Wetherspoons festival of
the year was held this
month. There were less
specially brewed beers this
time, but more overseas
offerings.  The prize for the
beer with the most unpro-
nounceable name must go
to Brouwerij’t Ij Ijbok from
Holland. This was one of
three 6% ales, the other
two being Steenbrugge
Blond and Steenbrugge
Dubbel Bruin, both from
Belgium. These are both
cask versions of authentic

Olympia - venue for GBBF 2012
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Belgian abbey ale and
were superb. I also had
Liberation Rouge from the
Channel Islands (well they
are overseas) and Minagof
Pale Ale from Guam.
When I was ordering this a
guy next to me pulled a
face and said he preferred

British Beer, and then pro-
ceeded to order a
Carlsberg!
So a busy year again; a
couple of disappointments
but on the whole some ex-
cellent beers available
again and already looking
forward to 2013 and the

National Winter Ales Festi-
val in Manchester!

 And the answer to the
quiz? September – It ends
in October. Cheers.

Continued from Page 13

This year, the
Octoberfest chosen
charity was The

Teenage Cancer Trust.
Due to the generosity of
festival goers at The
Bonded Warehouse a
sum of £200 was raised
from returned beer tokens
and festival glasses.

It was my great pleasure to
attend a charity evening
organised on behalf of the
Teenage Cancer Trust by
Sarah Aspin. During 2012
Sarah has undertaken Ten
Challenges to raise funds
for the Trust. She did this
in memory of her sister,
Amanda, who succumbed
to the disease and died 10
years ago, at the age of
nineteen. Among the Chal-
lenges were the Lyke
Wake Walk, the Coast to
Coast Cycle challenge, the
Via Ferrata in Honister
Quarry, an ascent of Ben

Nevis, the Great North Run
and a sky-dive. In addition,
Sarah had her head
shaved as the first of her
challenges. It was a hum-
bling experience to watch
the DVD made during the
year, which tracked her
experiences and feelings
as each challenge arrived
and was successfully
achieved. My daughter
Julia was one of the team
of family and friends who
shared the challenges with

her, and so I was able to
relate very personally with
the efforts, physical and
mental, required to face
and overcome them.

All told, Sarah raised over
£10,000 for the Teenage
Cancer Trust. Once again
we thank our festival ale
drinkers for their kindness
in helping us to contribute
£200 towards this total.

By Robin Sanderson

Sarah Aspin (right) and Zoe (representing Teenage
Cancer Trust) receive £200 from Robin Sanderson,
on behalf of Sunderland and South Tyneside CAMRA.
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Fancy a villainous
compound of filth?

Following a recent visit to
London (to see the wonder-
ful singer Beth Hart in con-
cert), I am seriously
considering bringing an ac-
tion under the Trades De-
scription Act against the
proprietors of the Hackney
Brewery and The South-
ampton Arms in Highgate
Road.

Having booked my concert
ticket, rail ticket and hotel
accommodation, the next
step was to research real
ale establishments within a
short walk of the HMV Fo-
rum in Kentish Town, an
area of London unfamiliar to
me. There were two or three
entries, but one caught my
eye because of both its de-
scription and its location:
The Southampton Arms.

Having checked into my lux-
urious penthouse suite
overlooking Kings Cross
Railway Station,  I made
my way by underground to
Kentish Town, and walk-
ing up Highgate Road,
soon found both the HMV
Forum and Southampton
Arms, the latter resplendent
with its “Ale, Cider, Meat”
sign welcoming visitors.

I’ll leave readers to discover
more about the meat from
The Southampton Arms

website:
http://www.thesoutha
mptonarms.co.uk/

The pub is a wonder-
ful place, with wood-
en tables and
benches and on this
chilly Friday after-
noon, a roaring open
fire. The L-shaped
bar boasted plenty of hand-
pumps and a glass case
from which a vari-
ety of tasty
snacks could be
purchased. Along
the white-tiled wall
behind the bar was
a rack of real ci-

ders.
Among the ales on of-
fer were several from the
Hackney Brewery. The
English Pale and the Mild
were excellent. Next it was

time to try the Old London
Victorian Stout, described

on the pump-clip as
a villainous compound of
filth. This was one of the
more expensive ales on of-
fer, at £3.90 per pint. Quite
pricey for ‘filth’. I have tell
you, gentle readers, that it
was absolutely delicious!
So, either I like drinking filth,
or the description was false.
Maybe before I take action,
I should sample it further.

By Robin Sanderson

http://www.thesouthamptonarms.co.uk/
http://www.thesouthamptonarms.co.uk/
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1. How many wind turbines are there at the Nissan Car Factory?
2. A Swiss, Johann Schweppe, first created what in 1783?
3. Stephen Gough has been in and out of prison in Scotland over recent

 years. By what name is he better known?
4. What was pianist Mrs Mills’s first name? Was it Mavis, Gladys or Ivy?
5. Which famous author stayed in Cleadon House during the 19th

 Century?
6. Alan Weeks, David Icke, Eamonn Holmes, David Vine and Hazel

 Irvine have all hosted which sports program?
7. Who said “Yo Blair” at a G8 Summit in 2006?
8. Art Garfunkel’s first solo album was called Angel Clare, named after a

 character in which Thomas Hardy novel?
9. Name England’s 3rd oldest university
10. Up to the end of last season, who was Liverpool’s top scorer in all

 competitions?
11. Which Scottish national drink, in production since 1901, changed its

 name in 1947 to what it is now known?
12. Which member of the Monty Python team co-founded the ground

 breaking Penrhos Microbrewery, which operated from 1977 to 1983?
13. In the James Bond film Skyfall, what is Skyfall?
14. Name the only human disease to be eradicated (in 1979)?
15. What is the maximum possible break in snooker?
16. Visitors have to lie on their backs, leaning over a sheer drop, to kiss

 what?
17. What is the number on the side of Thomas the Tank engine?
18. What was the name of the longest serving dog on Blue Peter ( 15

years)
19. What was developed by Edwin Land in 1947 after his daughter com-

plained that photographs of her would have to be sent away to be proc-
essed?

20. What is the Italian for Spumante?
21. Which Beatles album features the characters Mean Mr Mustard and

Polythene Pam?
22. How high is the Angel of the North, 65, 75 or 85 feet?
23. Which organisations internal staff magazine is called Aerial?
24. In which 1976 film did Robert de Niro say “You Talkin to me?”
25. Where is Guinness Foreign Extra Stout brewed and bottled?
26. In which London station would you find platform nine and three

 quarters?
27. Name the orang utang in the Clint Eastwood films “Every Which Way

 But Loose” and “Any Which Way You Can”
28. Which group had two hits about Joan of Arc (Joan of Arc and the Maid

 of Orleans) in the early 80’s?
29. What is the only sport to have been played on the surface of the

 moon?
30. On the Tyne and Wear Metro network, which is the most southerly

 station?

By Ken Paul
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1. 10 2.  A Fizzy Drink    3. The Naked Rambler   4. Gladys    5. Charles
Dickens.    6. Pot Black    7. President George Bush  8. Tess of the
D’Urbervilles 9. Durham    10. Ian Rush with 346    11. Irn Bru    12.Terry
Jones 13. Bonds childhood home     14. Smallpox 15. 155
16. The Blarney Stone 17. 1   18. Petra 19. The Polaroid Camera
20. Sparkling 21. Abbey Road  22. BBC 23. Taxi Driver
24. Nigeria 25. Kings Cross  26. Clyde 27. Orchestral Ma-
noeuvres in the Dark  28. Golf  29. Park Lane Interchange
30. 65 feetAnswers to the PUB QUIZ

FOR SALE
We have a few limited edition Sunderland Octoberfest 2012 T-shirts.

Available to buy direct from ourselves for £15 (Includes postage & packing.)
The 2012 Octoberfest shirt is dark green, with the front and back designs as
shown below.  Currently available in sizes XL and XXL

For payment infomation send an email, including your delivery address to:
sales@camra-angle.co.uk

 Branch members can still buy these T-shirts at branch meetings without p&p.

mailto:sales@camra-angle.co.uk
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It’s time for you to
consider the beers
you want to nomi-
nate for the
Champion Beer of
Britain.

This year the nomina-
tion period will run
from the 1st December
2012 to the 31st  Janu-
ary 2013.

Last year CAMRA
launched a new na-
tional website so that
all CAMRA members
could take part in the
process to choose the
Champion Beer of Brit-
ain.

The beers judged in
the national finals go
through a very rigor-
ous process to be se-
lected, including a
series of regional com-
petitions in nine areas,
to find the best region-
al beer in each of elev-
en beer style
categories. In each re-
gion, the beers select-

ed for the local
competitions are de-
termined by member
nominations and Tast-
ing panel input.

Any CAMRA member
can login into the
CBOB web site
www.cbobvoting.org.uk
using the same login
details they use to ac-
cess the members' ar-
ea of the CAMRA
national website. Hav-
ing logged in they are
able to access infor-
mation about the nom-
ination schedule.

The website allows all
members to nominate
five beers in each of
the eleven categories
to be put forward for
the CBOB competition.
Those members
whose branches strad-
dle multiple CAMRA
regions will be pre-
sented with the option
to choose the region
they want to vote in.
You will be permitted
to vote in both regions.

The CBOB web site
www.cbobvoting.org.uk

Do not delay!

Vote for your Champion
Beer of Britain!
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Join us on Facebook
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