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Sunderland & South Tyneside Campaign for Real Ale
presents

Sunderland

Octoberfest
2012
October 4th - 6th
at
The Bonded Warehouse
Low Street, Sunderland

Over 30 Real Ales, Real Ciders and Perries
Free admission to CAMRA members and Students
Opening Hours:
Thursday 4.00 pm - 10.30pm
Friday
1.00 pm - 10.30 pm
Saturday 12.00 noon until 10.30 pm

For more details visit www.camra-angle.co.uk

CAMRA ANGLE

Autumn 2012

2

CAMRA ANGLE

Autumn 2012

Best of the Best
Halloween Beer Festival

31st October - 4th November

Ghost stories on 31st October

Zombie Walk on 2nd November
And beers so good that they’re scary!

THE STEAMBOAT

A Friendly Welcome Guaranteed!
CAMRA’s Sunderland & South Tyneside
Pub of the Year in 2009, 2010 and 2011
In the CAMRA Good Beer Guide
From 1989 - 2013
Eight ever-changing Real
Ales plus one REAL cider

50+ Malt Whiskies
Regular Beer Festivals and
Meet the Brewer Evenings
www.camra-angle.co.uk

Join us on Facebook

www.camra-angle.co.uk
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CAMRA celebrates 40 editions of
the Good Beer Guide with awards
for 7 magnificent pubs
CAMRA launched the
landmark 40th edition of
Good Beer Guide in
London on Thursday,
13th September by celebrating the achievements of a handful of
pubs that have appeared
in every edition of the
Guide. Since its first
publication as a book in
1974, only seven pubs
have appeared in every
edition.
Their special achievement was recognised in
the presentation of a
special award to each
pub at a ceremony held
at the historic Buckingham Arms in central
London. The event was
attended by members of

CAMRA’s National Executive, past and present
editors of the Good Beer
Guide, representatives
of industry bodies including Cask Marque and
SIBA, and representatives of the seven pubs.
With an average change
in the listings of 1000
pubs every year, it is a
remarkable tribute to the
publicans of these pubs
who have maintained an
exemplary standard of
beer over all those
years. Located all over
the country, the seven
pubs represent the rich
history of public houses
in the UK – a history
which is sadly still under
threat as pubs continue

The pubs are:Buckingham Arms, 62
Petty France, London
SW1 (see GBG 2013
p302)
New Inn, The Hill, Kilmington, Devon (see
GBG 2013 p123)
Queen’s Head, Newton,
Cambridgeshire (see
GBG 2013 p64)
Roscoe Head, 24 Roscoe Street, Liverpool
(see GBG 2013 p340)
Square & Compass,
Worth Matravers, Dorset (see GBG 2013
p140)
Star, Netherton, Northumberland (see GBG
2013 p372)
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The former Beer House
on Bridge Street has
reopened as the New
Central and should have
two Maxim beers.

Pub News

The Ivy House in

to close - and each has
its own unique story

ANSWERS to PUB QUIZ
11.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Henry
Carry On Loving
20. VAT
Go to Sin Bin
Assassinated a PM (
Spencer Percival)
American Pie
Cheers
Thirsk
Sydney
Wrigley’s Spearmint
Gum
Emily Bronte ( wrote
Wuthering

18.
19.
20.
17.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Heights, also Kate
Bush’s first hit)
King of Hearts
Handball
Imagine
Prince Philip
Tower of London (
Ceremony of the
Keys)
John Major, Tony
Blair, Gordon Brown
and David Cameron
Victoria Beckham
Meat Loaf
I’m not in love ( she
spoke the words “ be

www.camra-angle.co.uk

CAMRA ANGLE

is Worcester Terrace is in

the process of refurbishment after its purchase by
Nick Thompson

The Grey Horse in East
Boldon has also reopened
after a refurbishment and
offers 6 real ales.
The highlight of the August Bank Holiday weekend the beer festival at
The Ship, High Hesledon
the Courtyard at Washington Arts Centre. As
The results of the Rehoping to organise a trip usual around 50 beers
were on offer including
gional Pub and Club Of
to the Ship for the preseight from the owners
The Year competition
entation of the RPOTY
Leamside Ale
(RPOTY & RCOTY)
award.
Company. This was
were announced at the
followed a month later by
Regional Meeting held in Club of the year is
the annual beer and
Darlington
Snooker
Club
August at the Chester Le
music festival at the
Street Cricket Club. The and runners up are HaltStables, Beamish Hall,
whistle Comrades Club
winners are the Ship at
with 60 real ales and a
and
Chester
le
Street
High Hesledon and Dargood selection of ciders.
Cricket
Club.
lington Snooker Club

which will go forward to
the National COTY and
POTY competitions.
Runners up were the
Boathouse at Wylam
(which was RPOTY for
the previous three
years), the Quakerhouse
in Darlington, the Comrades in Haltwhistle and
the Cricket Club in Chester Le Street. The branch

The Saltgrass has reopened after a refurbishment and offers 3 real
ales including Black
Sheep Bitter with afourth
pump offering a real cider.
In the city centre, the Borough has also reopened
after a refurb and has four
beers on sale from Maxim.

www.camra-angle.co.uk

The Monks’ Kitchen restaurant has recently
opened at The Robin
Hood in Jarrow, under the
supervision of head chef
Peter Monk.
The Steamboat is hosting
a Best of the Best
Halloween Beer Festival
from 31st October - 4th
November.

24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
21.
22.
23.

quiet, big boys don’t
cry”)
Tyne Tunnels
Eric Burden
First Gold Medal for
a female boxer.
Sylvester Stallone
Caledonian
Blaydon Races
Mel Gibson
Amy Macdonald
Black
Entertainment and
Sports Programming
Network

Membership Matters
EDITOR
Sid Dobson
magazine@ camra-angle.co.uk

EDITORIAL
Robin Sanderson
magazine@camra-angle.co.uk

The 20th September
marked an exciting
achievement for CAMRA
as we gained our
100,000th signature on the
e-petition calling for an
end to the beer duty
escalator. This will help us

secure a high-profile
Parliamentary debate’
The next step is a CAMRA
mass lobby of Parliament.
Join us on 12th December
to tell your MP to show
their support for your local
pub.

Thank you for having us
ADVERTISING
Chris Roberts
advertise@camra-angle.co.uk
Rates for advertisements:
Full page: £90.00

We thank the following for
hosting one of our branch
meetings during recent
months:

Half page: £60.00
Quarter page: £40.00

FANCY YOURSELF
AS A WRITER
WE are always on the lookout for
real ale related stories to be used in
the CAMRAANGLE. They can be
historical or current, locally-based
or involving travel to exotic
locations such as Middlesbrough or
Hartlepool, for example.

LETTERS
HAVE you got opinion on the pub
or beers available in our branch area,
or on any other matter? Get writing
now, and let our readers know what
you think.

CONTACT US
WE welcome comments and
submissions from fellow real ale
drinkers. They can be emailed to
our editor at magazine@camraangle.co.uk, or posted to the
following address: Sid Dobson, 39
Brodie Close, Whiteleas, Tyne &
Wear, NE34 8LB.
****

CAMRAANGLE is published by
the Sunderland & South Tyneside
Branch of CAMRA © 2003 . Views
or comments expressed in this
publication may not be necessarily
those of the Editor or of CAMRA.

The Alum Ale House
Fitzgeralds

The next CAMRA Branch
Meeting will be held in the
William de Wessyngton in
Washington. Why not come
along to the meeting, to
contribute your ideas or
just to see what goes on?

Featured pubs
From this issue on, each
quarterly CAMRA-ANGLE
will feature three public
houses from our branch area.
This quarter features The
Alum Ale House from South
Shields, The Courtyard
from Washington and The
Museum Vaults from
Sunderland.
In future issues we hope that
the pubs featured will be
those suggested by our
readers. If you would like to
nominate a pub for inclusion
in this feature,why not get in
touch, detailing the reasons
why you think your choice
merits selection.
Suggestions will be
considered by a subcommittee of members

chaired by Fiona MonteithPreston, and three will be
chosen for each issue.
Normally one pub will be
drawn from Sunderland, one
from South Tyneside and
one from the ‘hinterland’ of
the branch area.
If your suggestion is
successful, you will be
invited to write the article for
inclusion in the subsequent
issue of CAMRAANGLE. (If
you prefer not to, then a
member of the subcommittee will be tasked to
undertake the preparation of
the article).
Suggestions should be
emailed to
magazine@camraangle.co.uk
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PUB QUIZ

Questions posed by Ken Paul

17

1. What is Indiana Jones first name?
2. “It’s just one thing on top of another” was the alternative title to which Carry On
Film?
3. Complete this sequence….17 and a half, 15, 17 and a half…
4. What does a yellow card signify in Hockey?
5. What did John Bellingham do in the House of Commons in 1812 that has not
been done since, or even before?
6. Which was the only Madonna number 1 single that was a cover version (2000)?
7. The exterior of the Bull and Finch was used for which TV sitcom?
8. Which North East town is the birth place of Thomas Lord, Founder of Lords
Cricket Ground?
9. Which Southern hemisphere city is served by Kingsford Smith Airport?
10. What was the first product to have a bar code?
11. Born exactly 140 years apart, Kate Bush shares her birthday with which
novelist?
12. In a pack of cards, which is the only King not to have a moustache?
13. Which Olympic Sport features teams of 7 players, 7 subs, 2 referees, and a
goal crease at each end?
14. Which John Lennon song was recorded in 1971, charted in 1975 but only
became a number 1 in 1981?
15. Which royal uttered the following – “ I’m one of those stupid bums who never
went to university and a fat lot of harm it’s done me
16. Where does the following exchange take place :- “ Whose keys, Queen
Elizabeth’s keys”
17. Name the 4 British Prime Ministers who have appeared before the Leveson
Enquiry in 2012?
18. Who was the only Spice Girl not to have a solo number 1?
19. Name the larger than life American rock singer who drove the double decker
bus in Spiceworld, the Movie?
20. Kathy Warren, a receptionist at Strawberry recording studios in Stockport,
featured on which 10CC hit?
21. The Tyne and Wear Passenger Transport Authority uses the letter M to
symbolise the Metro, F for the Shields Ferry and the letter U for what?
22. Which Rock Singer published his autobiography “ I used to be an Animal but I’m
alright Now” in 1986
23. What was the significance of Nicola Adams Gold medal at the London 2012
Olympics?
24. Which actor played in goal for the allies in the Film “Escape to Victory?”
25. Which brewery makes Deuchars IPA?
26. What was the destination of crowded bus on the 9th June 1862?
27. Bob Peck played Detective Craven in the BBC drama Edge of Darkness in
1985, but who played the character in the BBC Films 2010 version?
28. Which Scottish singer songwriter released the albums “This is the Life” (2007),
“A Curious Thing (2010) and “Life in a Beautiful Light” (2012)?
29. What colour is the top middle ring on the Olympic logo?
30. What does ESPN stand for?

www.camra-angle.co.uk
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Brewery News

The perfect night out! The following venues
have regular live music nights.

Bo ldo n,
T he B la ck Ho rse, urWest
week en ds: see o ils
web site f o r deta
a nd,
The Smuggl er s, SunWdeeerlk
Six Night s a
y
Isis, Sun derl a nd, Sun da
T .J .Do yl es, Dep tfo rdSa, turda y
Ever y Frida y a nd
h Shiel ds
T he Trimmer s Arms, So ut
da y
- ever y Thursday and Fri
el ds,
T he Ma lt ings, So uth Shi
ever y Sa turda y
gto n
T he C o ur ty a rd , Wkearssh’inNight
ever y Mo nda y Bus

night ,
b go t a re gu la r mu sic
Ha s yo ur re al al e pu
kn ow !
? Ge t involved , let us
ted
lis
t
go
t
no
ve
ha
t ha t we
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Over the weekend from
6 to 9 September, the
doors of the new Brewlab premises were
opened to the public for
a series of events as
part of this year’s
Heritage Open Days.
Along with brewery
tours, tutored beer tastings and a lecture on
historic beer styles, a
range of Darwin beers
and some beers made
by the current crop of
American students
were on sale at the
brewery on Saturday
afternoon. Darwin
Rolling Hitch, Beagle
Blonde and Evolution.
North East IPA, a 7%
ABV by one of the students was available.

We were also offered
two student brews a
porter and a strong
Imperial Stout.
Let’s hope they repeat
the event next year.
Maxim are very busy
as Double Maxim will
be going national as
part of October’s JD
Wetherspoon festival
with the beer going in to
around 700 pubs,
A 4% version of
Double Maxim has also made an appearance in the bars of the
House of Commons.
Stiff Tackle originally
brewed for last year’s
rugby union world cup
is returning next month
and an American style
IPA is also expected
shortly.

www.camra-angle.co.uk

Ouseburn Valley who
were based at the
Brandling Villa in South
Gosforth has closed
due to the pub being
flooded more than once
over the summer.
The closure has been
cancelled out by the
opening of George
Porter in Whitley Bay.
Following a dispute with
a brewery with a similar
name, Brewstar in
Morpeth are now
Anarchy Brewery.
Temptation are installing a new cold room,
and at the time of going
to press had all three
fermenters full of conditioning beer!
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approached and offered
shipping capacity for
their beers at favourable
rates. The Burton brewers recreated Hodgson’s
October Beer, but added
more hops and this
“East India Pale Ale” became a favourite around
the British Empire.

S

underland
and South
Tyneside
CAMRA Branch
are set to launch a
short guide to three
real ale trails in
Sunderland.

Octoberfest at The
Bonded Warehouse.
The annual beer festival gets under way on
Thursday 4th October,
and runs through until
Saturday 6th.

The Real Ale Trails
provide details for each
The guide is in the
public house included,
form of a double-sided such as address, teletri-fold A4 sheet, and
phone number and
contains details of
opening hours. Each
three individual real ale pub is numbered and
trails:
the location of each is
shown on maps of
1. A city Centre
the area involved.
Trail - 8 pubs
This publication will
2. A Millfield and be subject to reviDeptford Trail sion in the future,
allowing for the in- 6 pubs
clusion or removal of
Branch members are
3. A Fulwell and pubs.
already planning a simRoker Trail - 9
ilar publication based
The Sunderland Real
pubs
Ale Trails leaflet will be upon public houses in
distributed as widely as South Tyneside, as
The guide has been
well as guides to pubs
possible, in tourist ofcompiled by branch
along major bus
fices, libraries as well
members and will
routes. within the
hopefully be launched as in hostelries in this
branch area.
during the Sunderland region and beyond.
www.camra-angle.co.uk

When troops and their
families returned from
the Indian Subcontinent, they had developed a taste for this
style of beer. Luckily,
Burton-on-Trent was
connected to the rail
network in 1839, enabling them to distribute
their beers around the
country, where “India
Pale Ale” soon became a favourite, especially in fashionable
London. The country
was in love at the time
with all things Indian,
taking its lead from
Queen Victoria and Albert, who shared this
fascination and this added to the rise in the
beer’s popularity.

Autumn 2012
was that the natives preferred their beer cold.
Significantly colder than
real ales are served in
this country. And that left
them with a dilemma.
The rule of thumb is that
the more you drop the
temperature of a beer,
the less flavour it has.
Fine if all you want to
drink is a cold, pretty
tasteless fizzy lager

15
vour to beer, which sits
well with the IPA style. In
an attempt to develop
the style even further,
and appeal to the growing number of “hopheads”, a more extreme
beer started to appear,
which became known as
a double, or imperial
IPA. With added hops
and bitterness, came
added strength- this new
style is often seen at
strengths upwards of
7% ABV.

This increase in popularity in the American
craft version of IPA
has caused many UK
brewers to re-evaluate
the style and develop
their own versions.
This has lead to an exbrewed by one of the
American superbrewers. plosion in popularity in
this country, much to my
But these craft brewers
delight. It is impossible
wanted to be different.
So they took the style of to visit any beer festival
a traditional English IPA at the moment and not
be falling over IPAs to
and added more hops.
Often lots and lots more sample. It is worth remembering that anything
hops. This put flavour
with an ABV of less than
back into their colder
around 5.5 to 6% is not
beers.
More recently, the Amer- really a true reflection of
this historic style of beer
ican craft brewers have
So that was how the
( more of a straight pale
championed American
beer style started, what
ale) and if you ever see
about the IPA revolution hops in their beer and
Worthington’s White
taking place today? A lot these are well suited to
Shield, its worth samthis intensely hoppy
of the interest in the
style has been driven by style of beer – for exam- pling as this is probably
the only survivor of the
the American craft brew- ple hops such as Chioriginal “East Indian
ing scene. The problem nook and Cascade add
facing American brewers a citrussy/ grapefruit fla- Pale Ales”.
www.camra-angle.co.uk
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due to more hops being
needed in their brewing
process to balance out
the local gypsum rich
water, had a more bitter
taste. Much of this was
being exported to places
like Russia and the Bal-

By Fiona
Monteith-Preston
It seems to be a style of
beer that is everywhere
at the moment and has
an extreme element that
has been reinvented by
the American craft brewing scene. But what’s
the story behind IPAs?
IPAs - or India Pale Ales
to give them their full title
have been around from
the 1830s and have a
very interesting history.
Around about this time
in England the dominant
beer styles were porter
and mild, the majority of
which was produced by
brewers in the South
and especially the London area. One London
brewer – Hodgsons –
had been exporting their
“October beer” to India
for around 50 years,
where it was a favourite
of the British colonists.
At the time, clean drinking water was difficult to
come by in India and the
local “arak” which was

made from fermented
palm juice was like rocket fuel. Temperatures
were too high to brew
successfully (refrigeration wasn’t invented until
the 1880s), so beer had
to be imported. Hodgsons had struck a deal
with the East India Company to use empty
space on their ships
heading out to India to
transport their beer.
Meanwhile, the brewers
in Burton-on-Trent had
been developing a lighter style of beer, which
www.camra-angle.co.uk

tic States. As hops have
antibacterial qualities, it
was found that this
heavier hopped beer
style travelled well without spoiling.
In 1821, Messer’s Hodgson and Drane, who
were now running Hodgson’s brewery, decided
to get greedy and
changed their trade
terms with the East India
Company and raised
their prices by 20%. This
obviously was not greeted well and the brewers
in Burton were instead
www.camra-angle.co.uk
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A Day at the
Seaside
Generally it is usually
the case that most pub
crawls are in towns and
cities, simply due to the
number of pubs on offer.
The weather forecast for
the first weekend of August was good so we
decided on a change
and chose the village of
Alnmouth on the Northumberland coast.
Research had shown
that there were four
pubs and all sold real
ale.
So we all met for the obligatory Wetherspoons
breakfast in the
Milecastle opposite
Newcastle Central Sta-

New brewery adds
to the choice in
this thriving local
bar in Washington

tion. This
was accompanied
by a pint of
Hadrian
and Border Geordie Blues.
The train
service to
Alnmouth
is about
every two
hours and takes thirty
minutes. Alnmouth Station is not actually in the
village but a mile inland.
The hourly bus was not
for another fifty minutes
so we decided to walk,
with views of the Aln es-

tuary and RAF Boulmer
as we headed towards
the village.
Our first choice was the
Red Lion. This CAMRA
heritage pub is an old
stone built coaching inn,
with a cosy lounge bar
and huge beer garden.
Get there early, like we
did, for the prime seating
on the decking overlooking the River Aln estuary. There were four
handpulls offering local
ales. I had Brew Star
Sinister followed by
Stables Silver Buckles,
both perfect for a hot
summer’s day.
After a sedate hour
soaking up the scenery

www.camra-angle.co.uk

Within the Council run
Arts Centre, The Courtyard bar has been a regular in The Good Beer
Guide for the last ten
years. Sister pub to The
Three Horseshoes in
Leamside and Deptford’s
Kings Arms, all three
serve a wide range of local and national real ales
(Yorkshire beers featuring
heavily) and now have a
regular selection of
Leamside Beers appearing on the bar. Brewing
has been taking place
since May at the Three
Horseshoes site where
brewer and licensee
Martin Thompson has
produced eight different
beers to gauge the reaction before settling on a
core range together with
seasonals such as the
winter beer he is currently
planning.
The number of handpumps has increased at
The Courtyard from two
to eight, such is the demand and around 15-20
different beers feature

each week. As well as the
regular Timothy Taylor
Landlord, Martin balances supporting local brew-

ers with sourcing beers
from elsewhere often in
response to customer requests and tries to bring
in beers that are rarely
seen in the area.

ers are also becoming
more interested in real
ale, often trying it at one
of the two annual beer

festivals held in the bar
(Easter and August Bank
holidays) then coming
back afterwards and trying halves of a few different beers.
Inclusion in The Good
Amongst the favourites in Beer guide is important
the bar are beers from
to Martin, bringing people
Rooster’s and Newby
to the bar who otherwise
Wyke breweries.
wouldn’t know it was
Martin has found that the there. The addition of the
demand for real ale is def- Leamside beers to the
initely increasing and
real ale choice available
feels that while supermar- makes a visit well worthkets often have the corner while. Further information
on cut price lagers, there
can be found at
is no off sales equivalent
www.thecourtyardbar.web
to a pint of well-kept real
s.com
ale on tap. Younger drink-

www.camra-angle.co.uk
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everal of the public
houses of South
Shields which
serve their customers
cask ale are situated
near the River Tyne, and
The Alum Ale House is
one of those. In fact it
could hardly be situated
any closer to the waters
of Tyne, placed as it is
adjacent to the ferry landing on the south side of
the river. The building
has had a chequered
past, but now is a thriving
pub, managed by
Leyanne Henson and
her partner Geoff. Visitors to the pub will first
notice the new decked
area which has transformed its appearance,
and provided an outside
drinking area which has
views across the river
towards the ferry landing,
the international ferry terminal and beyond. Local
Authority plans to
develop a new riverside
park will further enhance
the vista.
But although the visitor
can enjoy the view, we
are more concerned with
what lies within this
friendly ale house. Step
through the front door
and down three steps
into the main bar and one
is confronted by a won-

derful sight – a bar counter crammed with
hand-pulls. No less than
eleven cask ales are
available for the real ale
drinker! The pub belongs
to the Marston group,
and therefore it is the
beers brewed by that
group which dominate
the bar. Bear in mind the
number of breweries held
by Marston and you will
realise that this is not a
limited choice. Ales from
Marston, Banks, Jennings, Ringwood, Brakspear and Wychwood
are omnipresent, but are
complimented by guest
ales from all over the
country.
The quality of the ale
served at “the Alum” has
been recognised this
year and resulted in
Leyanne and her team
being awarded the
Marston Cask Ale Pub
of the Year for the
North. The certificate is
www.camra-angle.co.uk

proudly displayed on the
wall of the bar, not far
from an innovative Beer
Menu, which provides
customers with a useful
guide to the ales on offer.
Each ale is detailed with
its name, colour and
strength. Some folk
choose their ale by its
type, some by its colour,
some by its strength and
some even by its very
name. The Alum’s ale
board is there to help
make that vital choice.
The decked beer garden
has made an enormous
difference to the Alum,
and Leyanne has plans to
develop its usage further.
Plans are already being
discussed for a beer festival to take place in August
2013. It will be a festival
with a difference, since
Leyanne will be giving her
customers the opportunity
to help select the beers to
be served.
The Alum is well served by
bus, metro and ferry.

CAMRA ANGLE
and the sun, it was
time to move on. We
were reluctant to relinquish our fantastic
view but one of the
locals advised us that
the Hope and Anchor
had an equally good
beer garden (maybe
he was after our
seats!), so off we set
on our minute walk.
Reputed to be one of
the oldest buildings in
Alnmouth, this pub has
an L shaped bar at the
front with steep steps at
the rear to a beer garden which looked out
over the roofs of the village. No view of the sea
but we didn’t care as the
weather was glorious.
Four local beers were
again on offer. I had
Northumberland Brewery Newcastle Pride
then Hadrian and Border Farne Island. If you
do choose to use the
beer garden care is
needed carrying more
than one pint up the
steps and even more
care is needed coming
back down again if you
drank the aforesaid
pints.
It was time for a brief
drinking break so we
strolled down the main
street to the beach.
There was no wind, the
sea was calm and the

Autumn 2012

sky was blue. Duty soon
called and we were soon
heading back up to our
third pub,
The Schooner Hotel.
This is a 17th Century
Inn with two hand pulls,
Doom Bar and Black
Sheep. Unfortunately
the Doom Bar went off
after the second pint
pulled so the rest of us
settled for Black Sheep.
Our breakfast had worn
off so we sat outside in a
courtyard and had delicious fish and chips with
our beers.

9

I am of the opinion that
Alnmouth is a perfect
place for a pub crawl,
especially if the weather is good. All pubs
serve well-kept real ale
(mostly local) and there
was little duplication (2
sold Black Sheep).
There is no coordination
of bus and train times at
the station however, but
it is a pleasant walk.
There may have been
taxis but we didn’t look
for any. I guess this
could be doubled up
with a bus ride into Alnwick, if time permits. We
are saving that one for
another day.

After a couple of pints
we decamped to our last
pub, the Sun Inn just up
the street. No outside
By Ken
facilities this time so it
was indoors for a final
pint of Mordue Workie
Ticket. We then caught
the bus back to the station.
www.camra-angle.co.uk
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The MUSEUM VAULTS

D

o you wonder
what ‘Craft
Beer’ is?

Well you are not alone,
With the recent surge in
‘Craft Beers’ a lot of
people are asking the
question “What is Craft Beer?”
CAMRA have considered this question and at
this year’s Members’
Weekend & AGM in
Torquay, a motion was
carried to help give
CAMRA some direction
of the topic of ‘Craft
Beer’.
The motion stated:
This Conference
believes that CAMRA
policy should recognise that Craft Beer is
beer with a distinctive
flavour brewed by artisans. As a consequence, most real ales
are craft beers but not
all craft beers are real
ale and CAMRA’s communications should
reflect this.

Although CAMRA will
continue to only promote
real ale, it is apparent
that the organisation
nationally, regionally and
locally is being increasingly asked by external
parties for our view on
‘Craft Beer’.
The industry does not
have a definition for what
‘Craft Beer’ actually is
and this make it a very
difficult subject to have a
stance on.

Silksworth Row,
Sunderland

ale such as depth of flavour and complexity.

CAMRA editors, webmasters and spokespeople should note that
a beer labeled as 'craft'
can refer to craft keg
or craft real ale. For clariCAMRA felt it was impor- ty it is recommended that
tant to be proactive and
in the majority of cases,
offer support to the
the term 'craft keg' is
membership and that is
used when appropriate
why this motion was put and simply 'real ale' is
forward by CAMRA
used for craft real ale as
Directors Christine Cryne the Conference agreed
and Keith Spencer.
that the majority of real
ales are craft.
We know that denigrating craft keg beer is unIf you have any views or
productive and can put
questions on this suboff people from joining
ject, or you wish to voice
CAMRA. Something we
your opinion, then please
want to avoid, particular- email the editor at
ly as CAMRA prides itsid.dobson@camraself on standing for
angle.co.uk and we will
choice. It is much better
publish your letter or try
to concentrate on the
our best to give you furpositive attributes of real ther clarification.

www.camra-angle.co.uk

The “Museum Vaults” is
a Victorian pub which is
nowhere near the city's
museum!! Even more
curious is that it was first
named the “Museum &
Curiosity Vaults”, the
origins of which appear
to have been lost with the
passage of time. A “Vaux”
house, it was one of the
last pubs in the city which
had a licence to sell only
beer. This changed on 12
January, 1978, when Fred
Wilson took over the
tenancy and successfully
applied for a licence to sell
spirits and wine. The
current licensee is Fred's
daughter, Sarah, so the
Wilson name has
appeared over the door
continuously for 34 years.
By coincidence the owner
in 1914 was one James
Wilson but, apparently, not
a relative of the current
owners. When the Vaux
'tied estate' was sold off,
the 'Vaults' was bought by
the “Punch” 'pubco' but
Fred Wilson remained as
the tenant. In common
with many other similar
establishments, the
restrictions on drinks
purchases placed on

tenants by the “Punch”
company led to the
demise of 'real ale' in this
pub as it was
uneconomical. However
around 3 years ago the
Wilson family bought the
pub from “Punch” and it
thus became a 'free
house'. 'Real ale' was
students' brews were
quickly re-introduced as
offered, and some of our
an experiment, which
Branch members enjoyed
fortunately proved to be
a very convivial evening
successful and the current sampling these and
policy is to maintain 2
having discussions with
'cask' ales during the week the students present who
with a third added for
had actually brewed them.
weekends. The 'prophets
For afficionados of 'bottle
of doom' forecast that the conditioned' beers, the
re-opening of the nearby
'Vaults' also tries to
“Isis” would lead to big
maintain a small stock of
problems for the 'Vaults'
these produced by the
but, in fact, the reverse
“Durham Brewery”. If you
appears to be the case
haven't previously tried
and the two
the 'Vaults', drop in for a
establishments
pleasant welcome and
complement each other
some 'Locale' brews. For
very nicely. Most of the
anyone who doesn't know
'cask' beers offered for
it, Silksworth Row is a
sale are sourced from
comparatively short walk
breweries local to the
from the city centre.
north east and,
Alternatively “Stagecoach”
interestingly, there is an
bus services 8 & 20 from
'arrangement' in place with the north end of Fawcett
“Brewlab” to occasionally
Street, and 10 & 11 from
'showcase' some of the
Holmeside combine to
beers brewed by the
provide a frequent service
students. The pub has
to the Silksworth Row stop
already hosted an event
which is around 50 yards
lasting over a few days
from the 'Vaults'.
when a number of the
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