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Upcoming Events 
Meet the Brewer Night— Why not come along on the 24th of 
Sept and sample beers from Mordues Brewery and have a 
chance to speak to the brewer. 
Over 20 guest ales and a selection of ciders will be on sale in the 
3rd Beer Festival of 2009 from 29th Oct— 1st Nov. 
Cheese and Ale Night — Sample a range of Cheeses and a 
range of Ales on Sun the 8th of Nov. 
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U Pinkasu Jungmannovo nam 15 

Near Mustek metro at the bottom end of 

Wenceslas Square, this was the first pub in 

Prague to serve Pilsner Urquell in 1843. The 

original tap is still on show. The outdoor area 

at the back, in a church like open air cellar, 

was our favourite part of the pub to enjoy a 

well served Pilsner Urquell (£1.07) 

 

Mala Strana (Lesser Town) and 

Castle District 
Bavacnicka Rychta Trziste 23 

A surprisingly large pub hidden up a lane 

near the US Embassy. They served light 

Pilsner Urquell plus an unknown dark and 

amber beer (which seemed to be a mix of the 

light and dark beers!) at £1.10. The dark 

wood and copper interior was a great place 

and the food was very good- especially the 

beer cheese. 

Malostranska Pivnice Cihelna 3 

Near the Malostranska metro stop, this large 

beer hall had a very large and shady beer 

garden. The huge pretzels hanging from 

stands on each table went well with the Pils-

ner Urquell (97p) 

U Cerneho Vola        Loretanske namesti 1 

Up the hill from the castle, a rather bare inte-

rior which seemed to frighten off other tour-

ists, who came in, looked around and left 

while we were there. Then again, maybe it 

was us. Basic options from the bar were light 

(4%) or dark (3.8%) Kozel (both 80p), 

served by a surly looking moustachioed bar-

man who constantly had a cigarette dangling 

from the side of his mouth. The only other 

thing they seemed to sell was cigarettes. 

Apparently this is the home to the Czech 

equivalent of CAMRA. Definitely worth a 

visit- if you‟re brave enough! 

U Kocoura Nerudova 2 

A small, friendly, neighbourhood bar at the 

bottom of Nerudova Street. Unusual in that it 

sells both Budvar and Pilsner Urquell, plus 

the less commonly seen Bernard (3.8%. All 

beers 84p) 

 

All in all we tried 21 bars in the course of the 

four days, including a few outdoor touristy 

bars in and around the Old Town Square, for 

the last drink of the night on the way back to 

the hotel. Not bad for a “sightseeing” trip. 

Favourite Pub- toss up between Pivovarsky 

Dum and the Budweiser Bar at U Medvidku. 

Cheapest Beer- U Cerneho Vola narrowly 

beats Pivovarsky Dum at 80p for a half litre. 

Must Try- beer sausage or beer cheese from 

nearly any pub- a great idea which I would 

love to see introduced over here. 

Avoid- Any overpriced tourist trap of a bar- 

especially on the Old Town Square or 

Wenceslas Square. We paid up to four times 

the price for a cold, fizzy tasteless beer com-

pared to the pubs listed above. 
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favourite Czech beer, but if you must try it, this brewery tap is probably the best place for it 

(£1.27) 

U Zeleneho stromu Betlemske nam 6 

Near the Bethlehem chapel, the leafy beer garden together with a choice of cellar rooms for 

colder months makes this a good choice for a quick Pilsner Urquell pit-stop (£1.07). 

U Zlateho tygra Husova 17 

Considered to be the grandfather of Prague pubs, “The Golden Tiger” is where Vaclav Havel 

took Bill Clinton and Madeleine Albright for a beer. Apparently nearly every seat is reserved 

for locals, with tourists finding it difficult to get served during the evening. We turned up 

shortly after the pub opened at 3pm and three elderly local gents were happy to let us share 

their table. Many locals think that this is the place for the best Pilsner Urquell in the city. We 

certainly enjoyed it and the beer was cheaper than most central pubs (84p) 

 

Nove Mesto ( New Town) 
Bredovsky Dvur Politickych veznu 13 

In the street running parallel to Wenceslas Square, this modern tank pub is one of the top 10 

places for Pilsner Urquell in Prague (and the food isn‟t bad either- I can recommend the 

honey roast ribs, but only if you are really, really hungry). Beer is 97p per half litre- consid-

erably cheaper than the overpriced pubs 100 yards away on Wenceslas. 

Novometsky Pivovar  Vodockova 20 

Two minutes walk off the other side of the square, this maze-like brewpub serves its own 4% 

yeast beer and 4% dark lager ( both £1.23). The impressive main lounge actually contains 

part of the brewpub, with two large copper brewing kettles taking pride of place. 

Pivovarsky Dum Lipova 15 

The first pub we visited ( and my favourite), this brewpub sits within the same building as 

the Czech Institute of Brewing. The microbrewery produces a range of beers (tours avail-

able), some of which are certainly unusual. Their standard light and dark beers (both 4%) are 

available at 81p per half litre. However, I would recommend on your first visit you try their 

beer taster tray. For around £3, you are presented with a special tray complete with eight 

200ml taster glasses of their current beers. When we visited, this consisted of their standard 

light and dark lagers, plus wheat beer, coffee beer (my other half still raves about this), sour 

cherry, banana, nettle ( which was a rather disturbing green colour) and an oatmeal stout ( all 

4%). Special mention must go to their sausages cooked in dark beer sauce- delicious! 

U Flecku Kremencova 11 

Another brewpub, but completely different to 

Pivovarsky Dum. This is VERY touristy, but 

worth going to once to try their very good dark 

lager (4.6%, and an expensive £1.91 per 

0.4litre). The pub is huge, holding up to 1200, in 

eight large rooms. BEWARE- the shots of the 

local firewater Becherovka, offered by waiters 

are not free- refuse them and spend your money 

on the beer instead. 
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The Black Horse, West Boldon, every Sunday 
The Robin Hood, Jarrow, regular Events 
T.J. Doyles, Deptford, every Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
The Maltings, South Shields, every Friday and Saturday 
The Riverside, South Shields, every Sunday 
Rosie Malones, South Shields, every Saturday from 2pm 
The Alum House, South Shields, every Thursday and Friday 
The Courtyard, Washington, Buskers Night on Mondays and more 
in association with the Arts Centre 

THE KINGS ARMS 
Deptford, Sunderland 

 

9 Handpulls serving a Festival of Micro Real Ale Everyday 
  

CAMRA BRANCH AND REGIONAL WINNER OF  

“Pub Of The Year” 
2006, 2007 and 2008 

Live music in the marquee — also available for private functions - call for details 

Situated within the delightful surroundings of the Arts Centre Washington 
 

Serving seven cask conditioned ales plus one real cider and a perry 
 

Quiz Nights every Thursday and Sunday 

Live Music every Saturday and Monday 
 

 

Open all day every day with lunches served daily 11 „til 2.30(12 „til 3 Sun) 

THE ARTS CENTRE, BIDDICK LANE, FATFIELD, WASHINGTON. NE38 8AB 

 Phone: 0191 2193463 / 4170445 or E mail thecourtyardbar@aol.com 
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http://camra-angle.co.uk/ 

Contact Us! 
We welcome comments & submissions from fellow drinkers which can be e-

mailed to our editor at sid.dobson@camra-angle.co.uk, or posted to 

him at the following address:- Sid Dobson, 27 Addison Road, West Boldon, 

Tyne & Wear, NE36 0QY, or come along in person to one of our branch meet-

ings. (see page six).   

Advertising rates 
Quarter Page £40, Half Page £60, Full Page £90(10% discount for a 

years adverts) 
 
CAMRA ANGLE is published by the Sunderland & South Tyneside Branch of CAMRA, The Campaign for Real Ale © 

2003. Views or comments expressed in this publication may not necessarily be those of the Editor or of CAMRA. 

 
Bull Lane are working at full capacity. Bull Lane‟s 
owner John Taylor launched his new venture, the 
Stables Brewery at Beamish Hall. The brewery and 
pub are located in a stable block. 

 
Maxim have launched 3 new beers, the first was 

Jinja at 4.7%- a new version of Strong Winter‟s 
G‟Ale flavoured with ginger, another Vaux brand has 

been revived recently, Lambton‟s has been sighted 
in a number of outlets and finally Lipton Trophy Spe-

cial(4.6) to celebrate West Auckland‟s 1911 World Cup Victory 
 
Darwin are not producing any of their portfolio of 
regular beers but a range of beers by Brewlab stu-
dents have been available. 

 
Jarrow Brewery’s latest addition to their 
portfolio is Jarrow Slake at 4.1% 
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A Beer Lover’s Guide to Prague 
 

When deciding where to go for a long weekend in July, the other half pointed out that Prague 

was again gaining a reputation for good beers, so armed with a copy of Evan Rail‟s bible, 

“The Good Beer Guide to Prague and the Czech Republic”, we set off. A quick flight from 

Newcastle and quicker taxi ride saw us settled in our hotel just off the Old Town Square, 

eagerly plotting our plan of attack for the next four days. 

Beer consumption in Prague is mostly taken care of by the “big three”- Pilsner Urquell, Bud-

var and Staroprammen- owned by multinational drinks conglomerates. However, the country 

in general and Prague in particular, is starting to fight back- there are now seven brewpubs 

and rising amongst the 300 or so bars in Prague. Most pubs will only serve one particular 

brand of beer, so it is worthwhile paying attention to advertising signs on the outside of pubs 

for some clue as to what sort of beer lies within. “Pivovar” in a pub‟s name is good- this 

means the pub brews its own beer (although some pubs without the title also brew their 

own). We set out to drink our way around a selection of these pubs- fitting in some sightsee-

ing along the way. 

Throughout this review, unless stated otherwise, the Pilsner Urquell referred to is the 4.4% 

“unpasturised” version, unique to Czech “tankpubs”; Budvar is 4.0%; prices are for 0.5 litre 

and opening times are 11am to 11pm. Exchange rates are from July 2008. 

Note:- Prague pubs are not yet smoke free- this may or may not be to your liking, but beware 

that most pubs have a certain smoky haze throughout them. 

 

Stare Mesto ( Old town) 
U Rudolfina  Krizovnicka 10. 

Near the Staromestska metro station, this old fashioned pub serves Pilsner Urquell (£1.27). 

Ignore the upstairs bar and venture down into the smoky, slightly dingy cellar for the best 

experience. 

Kolkovna V.Kolkovne 8 

Opposite the Spanish Synagogue, this popular bar is set in a former printing office, with a 

busy cellar serving traditional Czech food. Both Pilsner Urquell and Kozel dark (3.8%) are 

served (£1.27) 

U Medvidku Na Perstyne 7 

So good we visited this surprisingly large brewpub twice- once to visit the main beer hall 

which serves Budvar (£1.07); the second to visit the excellent Budweiser Bar, which is open 

from 4pm till 3am. This small room has an interesting copper-pipe constructed bar, complete 

with five taps. Standard 4% Budvar, a stronger 5% Budvar, a 5% yeast version and a 4.7% 

Budvar Dark are all usually on tap (all £1.04 for 0.4 litre). Making up the beers available is 

the pub‟s own Oldgott- a 5.2% amber beer which is lagered in wooden barrels for a mini-

mum of six weeks (£1.56). It‟s gorgeous. For the adventurous (or slightly mad) the pub also 

sells its own 12.8% X-Beer in numbered bottles.  

Krusovcka pivnice  Narodni trida 7 

This large old fashioned beer hall is near the National Theatre. Krusovice (3.8%) is my least 

mailto:barry.king@camra-angle.co.uk
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Our next branch meeting will 
be held in The Alum House, 
South Shields on Tuesday, 
September 8th @ 7.30pm 
All branch members are wel-
come to attend our open 
meetings and we would like 
to see some new faces. So 
why not come along and find 
out what we get up to or just 
have a chat and a pint. 

Roker Ramble 2009 
What a better way to spend a nice sunny 

day than to take in the public houses on 

the sea front between Roker and Se-

aburn. 

To start this ramble we, my wife myself 

and two friends, met in the Wolsey, 

which has two hand pulls, where we 

were greeted by Theakstons Best Bitter 

And Everards Pitch black. the Wolsey 

also has a carvery for Sunday lunches. 

After a brief stroll along the road we 

arrived at the Harbour View to be 

greeted by a range of six different beers. 

Again Sunday lunches were available 

but this time in a separate room so no 

smell of food while enjoying a pint. 

Next door to the harbour view is the 

Queen Vic. After a quick look inside 

this hotel/restaurant/pub we were sur-

prised to find one hand pull which was 

serving Maxim Winter Gale, as spicy ale 

that smells and taste likes Christmas 

cake. Close by these three pubs is an 

Italian restaurant if you want a meal of a 

nightime. 

Just round the corner and overlooking 

the sea is the R Bar again a hotel/

restaurant and pub. In the bar there are 

two hand pulls. The restaurant serves a 

selection of Thai/Chinese meals during 

the week. 

Both the Queen Vic and the R bar have 

wi-fi connectivity so you can take your 

computer with you, if you must, 

Across the road and down the path to the 

beach you arrive at the Smugglers 

where they have two hand pulls with 

changing guest beers. 

A short walk from the smugglers is the 

seafront entrance to Roker Park. A quick 

stroll and up some stairs brought us up 

to the main coast road. 

At this point I feel I should mention one  

pub that was missed out for no other 

reason than it was a bit out our way, but 

is definitely worth a visit if only to count 

the televisions including the ones on the 

fonts. This is the Cliff, it has four hand 

pulls with an ever changing range. 

Back to the ramble and the longest walk 

of the day as we made our way to the 

Promenade. But before we could get in 

the prom what seaside walk would be 

complete without a bag of chips fol-

lowed by a 99 ice cream. The Prom has 

two hand pulls. This also a bed and 

breakfast pub and close by there is a 

choice from Greek tapas, Chinese, In-

dian, and Italian restaurants. 

 

Chris the drunken rambler 
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Beery Day Out in 
South West Scotland 

 

Saturday 20 June was the date set for the New-

castle Beer Festival volunteers day out. At 9 
we set out for a visit to the Sulwath Brewery 

in Castle Douglas, Kirkcudbrightshire and a 

stop off in Dumfries.  

We arrived in Castle Douglas at about 11.30 
and went straight to the brewery visitors centre 

which is in an old bakery off the main street. 

Four beers were available, Galloway Gold, 

Criffel, The Grace and a cloudy wheat beer 

Solway Mist.  We were shown round the 

brewery by owner Allen Henderson who came 

to brewing after a career as a manager for the 

Bank of Scotland in the town. His wife is a 
member of a well known hop growing family 

from Hereford. Allen showed us the hop bines 

that he had cultivated- probably the most 

northerly hop farm in the country. Allen‟s 
family background in dairy farming was evi-

dent as most of the plant was made up of dairy 

equipment .His cask washer was made from 

an airport luggage trolley.  
We returned to visitor‟s centre and enjoyed a 

couple of pints and a chance to catch up with 

friends from Tyneside branch before boarding 

the bus for Dumfries. A visit to Castle Doug-
las is not complete without a call at Little‟s 

butchers to buy some of their excellent home 

made Scotch pies. 

The journey to Dumfries took about 30 min-
utes and our first stop was the Caven Arms 

where lunch had been booked. The Caven has 

been local pub of the year since 2006 and is a 

spacious new pub in a converted shop. Eight 
beers were on offer- four regulars, Oakham 

JHB, Phoenix Arizona, Taylor Landlord and 

Badger Tanglefoot. The guests were Sulwath 

Solway Mist and Criffel. Lancaster Red and a 
beer from the new Cumberland Brewery, 

Corby Ale. I settled for the Corby while we 

waited for lunch to arrive. The haggis leak and 

cheese melt was excellent and set me up for 
the rest of the day. Colleagues from the Dum-

fries CAMRA branch had kindly provided us 

with a mini pub guide and map to help us 

explore the town.  

A short walk up Buccleuch  Street brought us to 

our first stop, the Robert the Bruce‟s. This is a 
large Wetherspoons pub in a converted Method-

ist chapel. There was an excellent range of beers 

on offer and I settled for another new beer Titus 

Black from the Saltaire Brewery of West York-
shire. This pub offers a discount to card carrying 

CAMRA members. A short walk took. Us to our 

next stop, the Tam O‟Shanter. 

This small single room pub is owned by 
Broughton Brewery and we settled for their 

Edinburgh Pale Ale.  

Our final port of call was the New Bazaar on 

Whitesands where we were to pick up the bus for 
the return journey. The Bazaar is a small former 

coaching inn with an interesting Victorian bar 

gantry and 4 hand pumps. I settled for the house 

beer Houston Doonhamer‟s Ale dedicated to the 
local football team, Queen of the South.  

This Saturday was the day of the local Riding the 

Marches parade and as the roads out of the town 

centre would be closed from 5.30, we started our 
return journey at 5. 

Our next stop was at Haltwhistle which claims to 

the centre of Great Britain and we adjourned to 

the Black Bull, a small cosy stone floored pub 
just off the main street. Shepherd Neame Canter-

bury Jack was chosen 

Back on the bus to our final stop of the day, the 

Sun Inn at Swalwell. This Good Beer Guide pub 
is real community local with 4 real ales avail-

able, The Fyne Avalanche was excellent.  

After an excellent day out, we arrived back in 
Newcastle around 9.30 and caught the Metro 

home.  

Dumfries is an attractive little town with 9 pubs 

in the town centre offering a good selection of 
cask beers with prices between £2.40 and £2.50. 

It is easily accessible from the North East by 

train via Carlisle . 
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Pub News 
 

Sunderland updates 
Licensee Donna Gibson at the Smugglers 

on Roker seafront has gone LocAle. Beers 

will be supplied by Bull Lane, Jarrow and 

Maxim. There are plans to offer two beers 

at a time. 

Paul Richardson left the Saltgrass in May 

and the pub is now in the hands of Mark 

and Carmel Scott who also run the Dun 

Cow in the city centre. They plan to con-

centrate on beer rather than food.  

On Hylton Road, Maxim have added Od-

dies to their ever expanding list of outlets 

and Samson has been on offer. 

The excellent range of beers at the Court-

yard in Washington was increased to over 

40 over the Easter weekend at the regular 

beer festival. 

Following on from Wetherspoons Interna-

tional real ale festival in April, the Lambton 

Worm in Sunderland has had a Maxim 

Brewery mini festival. The pub has been 

one of the first to stock Lambton’s.  

 Fitzgerald’s beer range now has Black 

Sheep Bitter and Taylor Landlord on perma-

nently. Two hand pumps are dedicated to 

beers from Bull Lane and Durham Brewer-

ies. 

Andy at the Clarendon has launched his 

own reward scheme to encourage people 

to use the pub more often especially mid-

week. It costs £10 to join. For your tenner, 

you get a key ring, two pints and at least 

20p off all subsequent purchases.  

T.J Doyles is now a Free House with six 

handpulls one of which is dedicated to an 

ale  specially brewed for the pub by Ha-

drian and Border   

Oasis in a beer desert 

Our branch area’s last beer desert now has 

a real ale oasis. 

After a period of closure the Copt Hill on 

Seaham Road in Houghton has re- opened 

and the introduction of the real ale has 

been such a success that the number of 

beers on offer has jumped to 5. 

The pub is close to the Maxim Brewery and 

at least one of their beers is permanently 

available. The local theme is maintained by 

Jarrow Rivetcatcher and beers from Dur-

ham and Hill Island also being regularly on 

offer. 

The former Vaux pub is managed by former 

Vaux worker Bill Calvert who is enthusiastic 

about cask ale and the pub held a suc-

cessful festival of local beers over the May 

Day Holiday weekend with over 20 beers 

on sale from a temporary bar in the func-

tion room. 

Later in May, we held our branch meeting 

at the Copt Hill and we were delighted  the 

turnout of 20 members included a couple 

of new faces who lived close to the pub. 

The pub consists of a split level bar, large 

conservatory restaurant, function room and 

a large outdoor terrace with fine views 

across Houghton. 

The Copt Hill is open all day and can be 

reached by Go North East’s Prince Bishops 

service 20 from Sunderland and Durham. 

South Tyneside updates 
There is a new face in charge at the River-

side. Tony Shawcross from the Alum House 

has taken over the pub. 

Our pub of the year, the Steamboat has 

had a flurry of real ale activity having 

hosted well received meet the brewer eve-

nings with Maxim in April and Marston’s in 

May. A beer festival was also held in May. 

The Mile on Mile End Road is a new  outlet 

for Jarrow beers as they aim to source beers 

and food from local suppliers. 

Black Sheep Bitter is available at the Britan-

nia in Cleadon. 

We have also had reports that Charles Wells 

Bombardier is on sale at Yates’s on Mile End 

Road in South Shields. 
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CAMRA hits the member-

ship milestone 

Are you 1 in 100,000? 

For the first time in its 38-year his-
tory CAMRA is now an organisation 
with over 100,000 members! 

On the eve of the Great British Beer 
Festival 2009 at Earls Court, London 
in August, CAMRA‟s Membership 
Services team confirmed the much-
coveted figure had been officially 
reached.  

CAMRA was formed in 1971 by Mi-
chael Hardman, Jim Makin, Graham 
Lees and Bill Mellor, from an idea 
conceived whilst they were bemoan-
ing the state of British beer and pubs 
during a holiday in Ireland. Popular-
ity for the then-named Campaign for 
the Revitalisation of Ale quickly 
grew, and by the end of 1973, the 
organisation boasted 5,000 mem-
bers.  

By February 1974, the membership 
number had risen to 9,000, and in a 
development of great significance 
for the future style and operation of 
CAMRA as an organisation, the first 
local branches had been formed.   

Presently CAMRA has over 200 lo-
cal branches, holds over 150 beer 
festivals annually, and remains one 
of the most successful consumer 

movements in Europe, with mem-
bers from all corners of the globe 
from Australia to Alaska. A past re-
cruitment slogan read: „It takes all 
sorts to campaign for real ale‟, and 
to this day CAMRA membership 
consists of people of all ages and 
ethnicities, with members including 
television personalities, musicians 
and leading Government Ministers.  

At the beginning of the year, 
CAMRA membership numbers hov-
ered around the 97,000 mark, but 
thanks to successful membership 
drives at beer festivals, and other 
tireless work by volunteers, CAMRA 
was able to round off the summer 
with the perfect celebration.  

Keith Spencer, CAMRA National 
Membership Director, spoke with 
great pride of the milestone. He 
said: ‘It’s a real honour to be one of 
100,000 devoted real ale fans who 
devote so much of their free time to 
campaign for good beer and good 
pubs. Such a landmark deserves a 
grand celebration on a local and na-
tional level. CAMRA has had a rich 
campaigning history, and we can 
look back fondly on some of the 
achievements that have lead up to 
this milestone. Let’s all raise a glass 
to the 100,000 and hope we can 
continue to increase our numbers in 
years to come.’ 
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Fancy your-

self as a 

Writer? 
We are always on the lookout for real 

ale related stories to be used in the 

CAMRA ANGLE, they can be historical or 

current, locally based or involving travel 

to exotic locations such as Middlesbor-

ough or Hartlepool for example. 

We would also like to include a letters 

page in future editions of the ANGLE so 

get writing now and let our readers 

know what you think. 

The five nominations were:-
Steamboat, South Shields / 
the Victoria, Durham / the 
Quakerhouse, Darlington / 
the Ship, Middlestone Village 
and the Boathouse, Wylam. 
After the votes were cast the 
Gold award went to the Boat-
house and Silver to the 
Steamboat. 

North East 

Pub Of The Year 2009 

Axe the Beer Tax Campaign- 

Falling on Deaf Ears? 
 

The “Axe the Tax” campaign has been 
running for a few months now and lists 
the support of an impressive number of 
breweries, unions and other groups with 
an interest in beer, including SIBA and 
CAMRA. Some 70,000 individuals, in-
cluding 200 MPs have signed the petition 
calling on the government to reduce the 
tax on beer which accounts for a third of 
the price of every pint- we pay more duty 
on a single pint of beer than the com-
bined duty on 5 pints from each of the 
five other largest EU member states 
(Germany, France, Italy, Spain and Por-
tugal).This is also having a major impact 
on the increased number of pubs closing 
on a daily basis, due to a downturn in 
trade. 
The campaign encourages the involve-
ment of local MPs to lobby the issue in 
Parliament. I emailed the standard auto-
matically generated letter to my local MP- 
Fraser Kemp, who then took the matter 
to the Chancellor of the Exchequer. The 
reply I received was from Angela Eagle, 
who prior to the recent Cabinet reshuffle, 
was Exchequer Secretary to the Treas-
ury. Needless to say, the reply fell far 
short of being satisfactory. Some 
“highlights” were: 
“Alcohol duty is an important revenue 
stream for the Government and there are 
currently no plans to change what was 
announced in the Pre-Budget Report 
2008” 
“The duty changes must also be consid-
ered alongside the fiscal stimulus pack-
age ...temporarily reducing the standard 
rate of VAT. …The alcohol industry will 
benefit from the positive effect of the fis-
cal stimulus on the economy and hence 
on consumption, for example with the 
reduction in VAT, households will have, 
on average, an additional £275 to spend 
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Thank You For 

Having Us 

 
 
 

 
We would like to thank the follow-
ing for hosting our monthly branch 
meetings:-  The Steamboat and 
The Wouldhave South Shields, 
The Copt Hill Houghton le Spring 
and The Clarendon Sunderland 

or save per year” 
So that‟s ok then.  
The letter implies that while the govern-
ment is making as much in beer duty, 
they couldn‟t give a stuff about the im-
pact of the rising prices and the effect 
this is having on the brewing trade. 
The letter also tackled the issue of the 
seemingly increasing number of irre-
sponsible drinkers, fuelled by loss lead-
ing deals from supermarkets and corner 
off licences. Ms Eagle states that the 
government cannot interfere in the prices 
set by supermarkets for alcohol but 
states that it is important for the Govern-
ment to encourage drinkers to drink re-
sponsibly and make sure that busi-
nesses sell alcohol responsibly. I would 
question whether the deals that are per-
petually on offer by supermarkets (and 
smaller sales outlets) can be deemed to 
be responsible. 35p for a unit of strong 
cider anyone? 
All in all, while I think that the sentiments 
behind the Axe the Tax Campaign are 
noble, they are falling on deaf ears. And 
the 200 MPs that have supposedly 
signed up to the campaign are doing 
nothing but paying lip service to pushing 
for change.  
 Oh and in case you think this is a bit of 
Labour bashing- according to Ms Eagle‟s 
letter, no other political party voted 
against the changes to duty when the 
issue was debated prior to the budget. 

Phoenix rises 
from the ashes! 

 
Due to problems 
with the venue, our 
third beer festival 

planned for August in South 
Shields has been cancelled. 
All, however, is not lost as we 
have found a new venue. The 
first Sunderland Octoberfest 
will take place from Thursday 8th 

to Saturday 10th October in the  
Bonded Warehouse on Low 

Street, behind High Street East 
and close to the Clarendon and 
Bull Lane Brewery. Location 
maps will be available shortly on 
posters and flyers but you can 
find a map now on our website 
www.camra-angle.co.uk.  
We will have around 30 beers 
from near and far as well as a 
small selection of real cider and 
perry. 
This will be our first festival in 
Sunderland since May 1992. 
Watch out for more news on our 
website ,or if you are a CAMRA 
member, why not come along to 
our branch meetings and get in-
volved? 

http://www.camra-angle.co.uk/

