FREE!!!!
PLEASE
TAKE ONE!

Issue
15
Summer
2007

CAMRA ANGLE
The FREE quarterly newsletter from the
Sunderland & South Tyneside Branch of CAMRA

16

Did you know
The familiar Bass symbol, a red triangle, was registered in 1876
and is the world's oldest trademark.

Bottle caps, or "crowns," were invented in Baltimore in
1892 by William Painter, fortunately for those of us who
enjoy bottled beers he also invented The Bottle Cap Lifter,
better known today as a bottle opener without which we
would be unable enjoy the results of his previous invention.

Who are CAMRA?
CAMRA has been called ‘Europe’s most successful
consumer organisation’ - but still needs your help.
We’re a not-for-profit body run locally and nationally by elected unpaid volunteers. CAMRA is completely independent of any commercial interest, and
relies totally on people like you for funds and support. Help us stand up for the rights and choice of
ordinary drinkers.
CAMRA Members enjoy the following benefits:

CAMRA NORTH EAST
REGIONAL PUB OF THE
YEAR 2007
Every year the five North East branches of CAMRA select
their pub of the year, these pubs are then entered in the Regional Pub Of The Year competition. This years entries were,
The King’s Arms(Sunderland), The Newcastle Arms
(Newcastle), The Ship(Middlestone), The Victoria(Durham)
and Number Twenty 2(Darlington).
The winner for the second year running is the Kings Arms in
Sunderland. We are delighted that this classic pub has won
once again and will now go forward to the National Pub of
theYear Competition.
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What’s Brewing—Lively and informative monthly newspaper packed full of the latest
news and features on beer and pubs.
Member’s Handbook—Information-packed Member’s Handbook which tells you all
about how CAMRA works, our campaigns, what is real beer and how to be a good member!
Product Discounts—Discounts on many products, including CAMRA’s best-selling,
annual Good Beer Guide.
Up-to date information—Information about new beers and breweries, take-overs, closures and campaigns via What’s Brewing.
Festival Notice & Discounts—Advance notice of beer festivals around the country, and
discounted admission.
Branch Social Activities—Participate in branch activities such as socials, beer festivals
and brewery visits!
Great British Beer Festival—Play a part in CAMRA’s Great British Beer Festival, the
country’s biggest beer extravaganza.
APPLICATION FORM IS ON THE BACK PAGE
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THE GOOD BEER GUIDE:
35 YEARS DEDICATED TO BRINGING YOU THE BEST PINT.
This September will see the release of the 35th anniversary edition of CAMRA’s
indispensable travelling companion for every lover of real ale, The Good Beer
Guide 2008.
The original Good Beer Guide was published by CAMRA in 1974 and was priced
at 75p. It featured all the breweries that existed at the time, which totalled a mere
104. By comparison The Good Beer Guide 2008.will feature more than 600 breweries, and over 4,500 pubs that currently serve good quality real ale.
CAMRA press officer Owen Morris said: “In the first edition the editor said the
guide was ‘designed to help people who are searching for a decent drop of ale’. The
Good Beer Guide has served this purpose every year since, and is now so iconic
that it has become known as the beer drinker’s bible.

FIND YOUR PERFECT DRINKING PARTNER
WITH CAMRA
Finding the right beer style for you is much like trying to find the perfect drinking
partner, so the Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA) has come up with characters that
best describe traditional British beers.
Leeds based illustrator Christine Joplin has come up with quirky cartoon characters
that represent Mild, Light Bitter, Porters, Stouts and Old Ales – five of the most
traditional and flavoursome beer styles.

The Characters
A DARK MILD:

Usually tall,
dark and mysterious.
Smooth, suave and
effortlessly tasteful.

“CAMRA’s network of volunteers work tirelessly to make sure only those pubs
that serve the highest quality real ale can be considered for entry. When you buy
your copy of The Good Beer Guide 2008, you can be sure that 35 years worth of
dedication to finding a great pint of the nation’s favourite drink is in your hands.”
The Good Beer Guide 2008

AN OLD ALE:

9 Edited by Glenfiddich Award-winning drinks writer Roger Protz
9 The number one best-selling guide to pubs selling fine quality real ale
9 Quick reference, county by county guides, clear maps and simple directions
9 More than 4,500 pubs, complete with beer listings, opening hours, pub
food information, facilities for families, accommodation, history and location.
Good Beer Guide 2008 will be available from CAMRA in September 2007. To
order a copy visit www.camra.org.uk.
Join the Good Beer Guide Privilege Club and receive the latest copy of the Good
Beer Guide delivered to your door every year, plus receive an even bigger discount
than the CAMRA member’s discount.
Cover price of The Good Beer Guide 2008: £14.99 (+£1.50 p&p)
CAMRA members’ price: £11.00 (+£1.50 p&p)
Good Beer Guide Privilege Club members’ price: Only £9.50 (inc p&p)
For more information, contact CAMRA HQ on 01727 867201.
14

Demands respect,
Old Ale is formidable but friendly,
mature but robust.

A LIGHT BITTER:

Blonde and bright,
refreshing lively
while being cool and
easygoing.
Fun and feisty company.

PORTER AND STOUT:

These are distinguished
dudes with
smooth characters. Recognisable by their
rich dark bodies
and thick
creamy heads.

CAMRA Press Officer Owen Morris said: “The superb versatility of British beer
means that there is a style to suit everyone. However people that are new to real ale
may not know what to expect. These cartoon characters are fun and also provide an
insight into what to expect from the beer.
“Arouse your interest with a smooth and mysterious dark mild, or find favour in a
fun and feisty light bitter. Become engrossed in a formidable old ale, or relax with
smooth stout and porter. Whatever your character, there is a beer style to match.”
CAMRA has produced posters, leaflets and pump clip crowners featuring the characters so that licensees can advertise the beers in their pubs.
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The Wolsey
Millum Terrace Sunderland SR6 0ES

Tel.- 0191 5672798

Why not visit some of our pubs in Tyne
and Wear

The Travellers Rest in East Rainton

Regular sport coverage on match days
ALWAYS TWO REAL
ALES ON SALE

Opening Times
Mon-Thurs 12-11
Fri & Sat 12-12
Sun 12-11

Live music

Free

Saturday nights

Free quiz with buffet every
Thursday night
The Trimmers Arms
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Pub News
Sunderland
Our local real ale revival continues and we have more new outlets to
report, three of which are in north Sunderland.
The Grange on Newcastle Road Sunderland has Taylors Landlord
and Greene King Old Speckled Hen on sale.
The Dene in Dene Estate ,is the new name for the Lane Arms and
more recently Taylors. In its original guise, this was the first Sunderland pub to sell cask Tetley Bitter in the early 1990s.
On nearby Sea Road, the Sunderland Flying Boat has reverted to
its original identity as the Royal Marine and on our visit, Caledonian
Deuchars IPA and Old Speckled Hen from Greene King were on
sale.
Finally, after absence of around 10 years, the real thing in the form
of Taylors Landlord has returned to the Wessington on Wessington
Way.

New opening hours
The Clarendon , home of Bull Lane Brewery in High St East is now
open 11.30 to 3, 6 to 11 Monday to Wednesday, 12 to 11 Friday to
Saturday and noon until 7 on Sunday.

South Tyneside
The Colliery Tavern in Boldon Colliery is now selling Jarrow Rivetcatcher.
Use it or loose it!
It is excellent to be able to report a this revival in cask ale in the
area, but the decision to sell real ale is commercial risk on the part
of the licensee.
If the beer does not sell, it will be removed, or worse, someone
might give it try, and if its past it’s best, get the idea that real ale is
not for them. The remedy is in our hands. So let’s get out there and
give these licensees our support.
The Maltings in South Shields is now open from 12 noon once
again and selling a real ale at a special afternoon price of £1.69
The Steamboat in South shields is to have a sixth handpull installed in the near future and has just been re-certified with Cask
Marque after achieving an impressive score of 96% on their last assessment.
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From the 23rd of August until the
Monday Bank Holiday the
Courtyard is holding one of
Staithes and Runswick Life- their regular beer festivals.
Set in the beautiful surroundboat Weekend
ings of the Washington Arts Centre
there will be at least 30 different ales
Over the last 140 years RNLI lifeboats have been stationed at Staithes on sale over the five days and a se& Runswick. Today the Atlantic 75 lection of cider and perry as well as
their usual excellent range of
B-class lifeboat, “Pride of Leicesimported bottled beers.
ter”, is housed at Staithes, a small
As always there will be a
fishing village 10 miles north of
selection of food available
Whitby.
and various events will be on over
the
weekend,
there is
also a
crafts
shop and
art gallery to visit
making
this a great
day out.
Every year the RNLI stage a lifeboat
weekend around the middle of August, stalls and events in the harbour
raise funds for the RNLI while the
lifeboats put on display exercises,
During the Lifeboat Weekend the
Captain Cook Inn stages a beer festival with a nautical theme, this year
with over 30 ales.

Our next branch meeting will be
on Tuesday the 18th of September in the The Kings Arms, Sunderland.
All branch members are welcome
to attend our open meetings and
we would like to see some new
faces. So why not come along,
find out what we get up to, even if
it is just for a chat and a pint.

The branch are running a bus trip to
Staithes on Sat. the 11th of August.
Contact Lynn Cunningham on
07810600279 for details
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Hi Fellow Beer Drinkers
Here is a cracking story you may be interested in - probably the
first time in UK history that a new beer has specifically been
brewed and named to celebrate the world premiere of a play.

Thank You For Having Us

BITTER END FOR MARGARET THATCHER
A popular north east brewery has launched a new beer to celebrate the world premiere of a play by Tyneside-based playwrights Ed Waugh and Trevor Wood, writers of the international hit comedies Dirty Dusting and Waiting For Gateaux.
The Jarrow Brewery in South Tyneside, which specialises in real ales, revealed
Maggie’s End bitter on Wednesday, June 27, marking the duo’s latest full comedy
play that has as its starting point the death of Margaret Thatcher.
Jarrow Brewery boss Jess McConnell, whose company owns the award-winning
pubs, The Robin Hood in Jarrow, The Albion Inn at Bill Quay and The Maltings in
South Shields, explained: “Ed and Trevor are big real ale fans and often pop into
The Maltings. “As two of the region’s best-known and most popular playwrights, I
felt their work should be celebrated, especially as this is their first full-play premiere for two years.”

We would like to thank the following for hosting
our monthly branch meetings:
The William De Wessington, Washington
The Riverside, South Shields
As usual our thanks go to the Mid Boldon Club for
putting up with our monthly committee meetings.

Maggie’s End, the play, opens at the 500-seat Gala theatre in Durham on Tuesday,
October 16, and runs until Saturday, October 20. All 3,000 tickets are expected to
be snapped up long before the first curtain up.
Ed Waugh, who worked for Vaux Breweries in Sunderland for five years, said:
“We’re absolutely delighted. Jess and his team produce great beers. The Jarrow
Brewery has a brilliant reputation throughout the north east.”
Gala director, Simon Stallworthy, who is producing and directing the play, said:
“It’s traditional to have a little tipple on the first night of a new play, but I’ve never
had a beer brewed especially for the purpose!
“I think this play catches a feel and spirit which is perfectly embodied in the fun
and enjoyment, but also the complexity, of good real ale.”

http://camra-angle.co.uk/

Contact Us!
We welcome comments & submissions from fellow drinkers which can be e-mailed to
our editor at sid.dobson@camra-angle.co.uk, or posted to the him at the following address:- Sid Dobson, 4 Highgate Gardens, Jarrow, South Tyneside. NE32 4LR
Alternatively why not come along in person to our next branch meeting which will be on
Tuesday the 18th of September in the Kings Arms, Sunderland.

Advertising rates

Maggie’s End bitter, ABV 5.0%, will be on sale at Jarrow Brewery outlets and
over 50 other pubs throughout the North East in the run up to the play at the Gala
Theatre, Durham, in October.

Deadline for submissions to next issue:- Friday October 26th

For more details contact Jess McConnell on (0191) 483 6792 or email jarrowbrewery@btconnect.com

CAMRA ANGLE is published by the Sunderland & South Tyneside Branch of CAMRA, The Campaign for Real Ale ©
2003. Views or comments expressed in this publication may not necessarily be those of the Editor or of CAMRA.
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Sunderland & South Tyneside hit the road (again)

The Sunderland and South Tyneside branch of CAMRA are holding
their first ever beer festival on the
16th, 17th and 18th of August in
the Masonic Hall beside ASDA in
South Shields.
The festival will be open at 4pm on
the Thursday for all those thirsty
real ale drinkers who will be queing
up to get in for the first pints pulled
(we hope), the official opening of
the festival will be around 6pm and
performed by local alternative historian Erasmus Bottle who has prepared one of his well known historical (although not entirely factual) diatribes to mark the occasion.

Fancy yourself as a Writer?
We will pay £5 for every real ale related story used in the CAMRA
ANGLE, it can be historical or current, local based or involving
travel to exotic locations such as Middlesborough or Hartlepool for
example.
We would also like to include a letters page in future editions of the ANGLE so get writing now and win yourself £5 for the best letter in every issue.
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For the second time this year, we have had a branch meeting at a
pub outside of Sunderland and South Shields.
For our June meeting, we headed for the William de Wessyngton in
Concord Washington at the invitation of the pub’s manager, Kay
Masson.
This invitation fitted in nicely with CAMRA’s recent initiative to foster
good relationships with the J D Wetherspoon’s chain
The single storey pub is a conversion from a shop and snooker hall
right next to Concord bus station and is therefore easily accessible
by public transport for the non- bus spotters amongst you, Go North
East service 56 from Newcastle, Gateshead and Sunderland, M1
from Heworth Metro and Houghton le Spring and 50 from South
Shields.
There was a good range of beers available with local offerings from
Northumberland and High House Farm, and from further afield, Mauldon, Nethergate and Greene King from Suffolk and Marston from
Burton on Trent, all excellent value at £1.49 a pint. The quality was
excellent
To record the occasion, a photographer from Wetherspoon’s News
was on hand to record the event- look out for our picture behind the
bar in a forthcoming issue!

Bull Lane
Our youngest microbrewery continues to expand and their excellent
wheat beer, White Bull is available in 5 litre mincasks through
www.cellarmandirect.com . These containers are an excellent idea
for home drinking and are an excellent alternative for canned processed beer. Also represented on the cellarmandirect site is Mordue
Brewery from North Shields.
Bull Lane beers are now available at Sunderland’s first Wetherspoon’s outlet, the William Jameson.
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