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JANUARY
BRANCH MEETING Wednesday January 12th Vaux

Brewery Tap, Monk St., Sunderland
SR6 0DB 8pm

NE REGIONAL MEETING Saturday 22nd, Bridge Hotel,
Newcastle 1pm.

FEBRUARY

PUB AND CLUB OF THE YEAR
2022.

Voting will close at midnight
Saturday 12th February 2022.

MID BOLDON CLUB MUSIC
NIGHT

23rd/24th February TBC in next
issue

https://sst.camra.org.uk/wordpress/?page_id=42
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CAMRA MEMBERSHIP REPORT

  The up to date figures(with last months in brackets as usual)

National 160,723  (161,391)
Sunderland & South Tyneside  544  (542)
Tyneside & Northumberland  1722  (1718)

Cleveland  728  (731)
Darlington  393  (394)
Durham     703  (711)

A happy new year to you all and let us hope for a better year in 2022.
In the last 30 days (from 5th December 2021)  1071 new members have been
recruited nationally.  Although 1626 memberships have been lapsed or terminated,
the gap between new and lapsed is becoming less month on month, as we move
forward.

Welcome to our new members, over a dozen in the last month and I hope to
see as many as possible at the events we have planned this year.

The latest covid problems have slowed down my trips around the area delivering
new forms and posters but this will continue when it is safe to do so.

Peter Tong, Membership Secretary, Sunderrland & South Tyneside

CAMRA’s Members’ Weekend, AGM & Conference
will be hosted by our Sussex branches at the Winter
Garden in Eastbourne 8-10 April 2022.

After two years without a physical event, hundreds
of members have already registered to attend –
to see what Sussex has to offer by way of great beer
cider and perry. The weekend is a chance to meet
friends, make new ones, go on organised brewery
trips and take part in activities.

It’s free to attend and open to all CAMRA members.
The weekend is staffed by volunteers – with a range of opportunities to help
on     offer.

All the information is on the event page – where you can register to attend /
sign up to help - go to
www.camra.org.uk/members-weekend-agm-conference
Or email membersweekend@camra.org.uk

MEMBERSHIP REPORT - Peter Tong.

http://www.camra.org.uk/members-weekend-agm-conference
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There are no new planning applications
for pub demolition or change of use as
we move into 2022.

The application dated August 2021 to
convert the derelict Wear Tavern,
Sunderland (formerly the Pallion Inn) into
shops and flats remains the only
outstanding case (Sunderland Council)
with no apparent movement on the
application since September.

There’s been a steady increase in pubs
closing over recent months with our
“Master Pubs List” now indicating there
are 21 boarded up or derelict pub sites
within the branch area…an increase of
four on the 17 reported in November! If
you are aware of any pub closing (or
reopening) please report them as soon
as possible and please don’t assume we
already know. All reports are welcome
and the general outlook for many pubs
remains bleak.

If you’re interested in getting involved in
the pub protection role in the branch be
aware we currently have two vacancies
for assistant Pub Protection Officers
PPO’s (see page six). The role mainly
involves monitoring planning
applications, collating information and
liasing with Local Authorities on planning
and heritage issues. You could also
potentially get involved in a campaign to
save a loved local pub by supporting and
advising a local residents or regulars
group. If interested contact me for a chat.
If you belong to a local group concerned
about the fate of your local, or want
advice about forming such a group
please also get in touch as soon as you
have concerns about the pubs future.

See also the article “ Monitoring Planning
Applications” on Page 19 .

PUB PROTECTION  Ian Monteith Preston

GOOD BEER GUIDE 2023 PUBS SECTION SCHEDULE

A schedule has been issued for the production of the next Good Beer Guide.
The deadline for all entries to be submitted is April 19th 2022. As far as this
branch is concerned , selection will by primarily by 2021/22 beer scoring.

It is very important that CAMRA members when visiting pubs provide
scores on Whatpub. Only 3.5% of members currently score their beers

How to do this is outlined on the next page

The guide itself will be published in late October.
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CAMRA’S National Beer Scoring System

The National Beer Scoring Scheme (NBSS) is a 0-5 point scale for judging beer
quality in pubs. It is an easy to use system that has been designed to help CAMRA
branches in selecting pubs for the Good Beer Guide and monitoring beer quality by
encouraging CAMRA members to report on beer quality whereever they go.

Start by searching for pubs on the main whatpub.com website. A list of possible
choices is shown - click on the pub that you want and submit your beer score using
the panel to the right hand side.

What do the scores mean?

0.  No cask ale available.

1. Poor

Beer that is anything from barely drinkable to drinkable with considerable
resentment.

1.5 Poor / Average

2. Average

Competently kept, drinkable pint but doesn't inspire in any way, not worth moving to
another pub but you drink the beer without really noticing.

2.5 Average / Good

3. Good

Good beer in good form. You may cancel plans to move to the next pub. You want
to stay for another pint and may seek out the beer again.

3.5 Good / Very Good

4. Very Good

Excellent beer in excellent condition.

4.5 Very Good / Perfect

5. Perfect

Probably the best you are ever likely to find. A seasoned drinker will award this
score very rarely.

For more information , including links to helpful videos, can be found here :
https://whatpub.com/beerscoring

whatpub.com 
https://whatpub.com/beerscoring 
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We’re looking to involve more people in running the branch. The following voluntary
roles are still available if you’re interested.
To apply or talk about what’s involved just email contact@sst.camra.org.uk.
More information on CAMRA roles can be found
here: https://camra.org.uk/volunteers-area/branch-resources/branch-
information/ (CAMRA login required)

The role of an assistant will use a subset of the full role.

Assistant Pub Protection Officers

Two roles available, one to cover each of the two council areas within the branch.
The applicant will find the role easier if living within that council area. (South
Tyneside Council, Sunderland City Council)

Assistant Webmaster

To assist running the branch websites, also our email system & cloud storage.
Familiarity with Wordpress, Plex, PHP scripting & HTML would be useful. We also
use CAMRA’s proprietary CMS “BeerEngine”

Assistant Pubs Data Coordinator

Assist the branch Pubs Data Coordinator ( AKA Pubs Officer ) by :-
• Organising and encouraging branch members to survey pubs;
• Uploading updates to the CAMRA’s online pub guide Whatpub using the North
East Regional Database ( Spile)
• Liaising with neighbouring branches as required

Brewery Liaison Officer - Vaux Brewery, Sunderland

This role is one of maintaining a good relationship and dialogue between
CAMRA and our local breweries.
If interested please send an email to contact@sst.camra.org.uk. For more
information click on the link below :-

https://camra.org.uk/volunteers-area/regional-information/breweryliaison-
information-for-officers-co-ordinators

More on next page

–--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BRANCH VACANCIES PAGE

contact@sst.camra.org.uk.
https://camra.org.uk/volunteers-area/regional-information/breweryliaison-
https://camra.org.uk/volunteers-area/regional-information/breweryliaison-
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When we held our branch Beer Festivals
at the Bonded Warehouse in Sunderland
we were lucky enough to have a local
homebrewer and at the time branch
member (Dave Witters) who volunteered
to run a stand displaying and discussing
the ingredients/methods he used in his
home brewing.

At our last “Sundfest” Beer festival
before COVID19 we asked Mark
Anderson the MD of Maxim brewery to
do a similar thing. These stands always
draw a crowd both CAMRA and none
members…We all like to find out
something new! In both cases though
they were popular because the person
running the stand was passionate as well
as knowledgeable about his subject.

Coincidently CAMRA HQ also started
doing similar stuff at the Great British
Beer Festival and larger beer festivals. In
the last couple of years they have
expanded this into the much wider
CAMRA “Learn and Discover” (LandD)
initiative which includes material availa-
ble on the national website.

The idea has already won plaudits and
awards in the wider beer world with the
material pitched at three levels of prior
knowledge. It’s well worth checking out if
you’ve not looked at it yet and want to
find out something new! CAMRA plans to
expand this area over the next few
years.

https://camra.org.uk/learn-discover/

The role of a branch “Discovery
Co-ordinator” is also a new concept. It’s
not something we’ve ever had before
and links to this LandD offering.

It’s not as someone suggested at our
Annual General Meeting  “just a training
officer” as the role is more about event
management with the aim being to get
passionate experts in front of audiences
either as part of a larger event like a beer
festival or as  standalone small events.
To entertain as well as educate.

I think it’s an exciting role facilitating
increased knowledge and skills in
members and non-members…Potentially
helping recruit new people to our
campaign! It needs the right person for
the job and we’re not looking for a beer
or cider expert or someone with years as
a CAMRA member rather someone who
can start with a blank slate, organise and
deliver events, build networks with the
experts and other members of the local
“beer” community (and wider).

If it sounds like something you’d like to
try get in touch with me for a chat.

“LEARN AND DISCOVER” IN CAMRA.
Plus an exciting new branch role                          Ian Monteith Preston

https://camra.org.uk/learn-discover/
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The voting website for our
Sunderland and South Tyneside "Pub
of the Year" and "Club of the Year"
2022 is still open.

Voting will close at midnight Saturday
12th February 2022.

Voting:

Voting is via our voting website which
can be found at

https://evp.sst.camra.org.uk/
In order to logon you will need your
CAMRA membership number and  the
password you use to logon to all official
CAMRA websites. You also need to be a
current member of Sunderland and
South Tyneside branch.

If you are unable to logon you can reset
your password by visiting
https://account.camra.org.uk/reset-
password/

Once you have access to the voting
website you can vote for up to three
pubs and up to three clubs from the drop
down menus. {You must vote for a
minimum of one pub before your vote will
be accepted.}

After you have made your choice you will
be offered on screen a chance to review
and change your choice(s) or you can
exit without submitting a vote. However,
once you have submitted a vote you will
not be able to log back on and make any
change.

Further Information:

Your first choice pub and club will be
awarded 5 points, second choice 3
points and third choice 1 point.

The pub/club obtaining the highest
number of points will be declared
Pub/Club of the year. The branch will
present winner and runner-up certificates
to the top two Pub/Club. A Pub “Top 12”
and a Club “Top 3” table will also be
announced which has proved popular in
recent years with the venues, public and
local media.

The choice of pubs on the ballot sheet is
limited to those pubs the branch has
entered into the 2022 edition of the
CAMRA Good Beer Guide.

The choice of clubs is made up of all
clubs within the branch area that serve
cask ale.

As branch Chair I encourage you to take
part and vote online. Sunderland and
South Tyneside branch enjoy one of the
highest voter turnouts nationally for this
competition and we want to continue in
that direction. Also even though the
branch has over 500 members we find
each year that this vote can be incredibly
close so every member vote can make a
difference to the winning/runner-up and
top 1/2/3 positions.

If you have any problems using the site
or concerns with the online vote please
contact the branch ballot returning officer
on evote@sst.camra.org.uk for
assistance.

Ian Monteith Preston

PUB AND CLUB OF THE YEAR 2022

https://evp.sst.camra.org.uk/
https://account.camra.org.uk/reset-password/
https://account.camra.org.uk/reset-password/
https://account.camra.org.uk/reset-password/
https://account.camra.org.uk/reset-password/
evote@sst.camra.org.uk 
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Fitzgeralds in Sunderland has a  new
name - The pub sign and wall signage
now say Fitzys.

Also in Sunderland, the reopening of the
Cooper Rose has been delayed again.
The latest given is now Tuesday January
25th .This was the back of the pub just
before Xmas

An old pub in Sunderland has reopened.
Called The Regale Tavern, it can be
found in Hendon

Another closed pub, this time the
Chichester in South Shields, looks set
to reopen . Signs outside say they are
looking for staff and are “Opening Soon”.

It is unclear at this stage whether either
of the above will be selling real ale.

Regional news

The Crown Posada in Newcastle
reopened on December 8th after over 20
months of closure. This former
Fitzgeralds pub is now owned by the
Ladhar Group.

It is good to report that little has
changed, they have even kept the record
player !

Another Newcastle favourite, The Free
Trade Inn, has featured in the news.
Plans have been submitted to the city
council for a 18 storey tower which would
spoil the famous view up the River Tyne.
The picture above was taken in 2013

PUB NEWS
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Gavin Sutherland,
Brewery
Development
Manager reports
All is well here. We had

a busy  December and still have a good
stock of most bottled products remaining
to see us through the first part of this
year. I plan to work on trying to increase
the number of outlets locally stocking
Darwin beer on cask over the first part of
the year, provided pubs can remain open
and have several ideas for new beers.
Towards the spring we will try to hold
another open evening / day and I’ll keep
you posted on plans with that.
Mark Anderson , Managing Director
reports : -

“Generally
December was much
quieter than a normal
month - particularly
on cask, but our
brands seem to have

held up well against other brewers and
bottles in all trade doing well.

Speaking to customers it's been mixed
with some being very busy, but they
have been reluctant to order cask in
case there was a shutdown and anything
open would be wasted.

This week has
started OK for a
1st week in
January.

As well as the six
regular beers
available there are
three seasonal

beers for January:- Anderson’s Best
Scotch, Raspberry Porter and 7C’S pale
ale  ( above)

A close inspection of this pump clip
picture taken at the Lighthouse in
Fulwell reveals the words Falconer’s
Flight.  This is a proprietary blend of
American Pacific North West hops,
These include, Cascade, Centennial,
Chinook, Citra, Cluster, Columbus and
Crystal.

The Brewery
has
announced
they are closing
the taproom

throughout January to carry out some
changes. They will still open for any
online orders Monday to Friday 9-4.

The brewery have submitted a planning
application for Roker Shelter on Marine
Walk and plan to turn it into a craft beer
cafe.

It is located near Grannie Annies. If
successful we expect it to be complete
towards the end of 2022. They plan to
serve food and a large selection of beers
including keg, cask etc.

The next branch meeting will be held at
the brewery on Wednesday 12th January
at 8pm. The Address is Unit 2 Monk St,
Monkwearmouth, Sunderland SR6 0DB

Bus stops and Stadium of Light Metro
nearby

 BREWERY NEWS
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As reported in pervious editions , the
metal sculpture of former Vaux
Breweries dray and horses was finally
revealed Sunderland City Centre. Made
by local artist Ray Lonsdale, the city
council commissioned this stunning
artwork to commemorate the history of
the brewery which closed in 1999.

Called Gan Canny, it stands in Keel
Square directly opposite the site of the
former Vaux Brewery which had
operated in Sunderland for 162 years.

Gan Canny is made from weathering
steel, which turns orange when exposed
to the elements. It is modelled on a
former Vaux drayman. Everything
featured is metal and includes beer
barrels, crates for beer bottles and even
the horses reins.  Ray has several of his
works installed throughout the North
East , usually commemorating the area’s
mining culture.

I was lucky enough in early 2020  to be
invited to visit Ray’s workshop is in
South Hetton, Durham about 30 minutes
south of Sunderland. The horses were
 complete and work was progressing on
the two figures. He explained he was

hoping to finish the work by the end of
the year ; and then Covid struck”.

Work continued however, and the
finished work was the transported to a
council depot where it remained for over
a year, until it was moved to its final
resting place at the beginning of
December. There should have been an
official ceremony on the 16th of the
month,  but because of recently
introduced Covid rules, the council have
deferred this till next year.

Luckily Michael Wynne was on hand to
meet former Vaux chairman Sir Paul
Nicholson and his brother Frank, the
former CEO.

The sculpture can still be viewed
however, albeit behind a temporary
security fence, and is well worth a visit.

Most of this article has also appeared in What's
Brewing
.

LIFESIZE VAUX BREWERIES DRAY HORSES REVEALED Ken Paul



12 - SUNDERLAND and SOUTH TYNESIDE - CAMRA ANGLE ONLINE - JANUARY 2022

https://wb.camra.org.uk/
What’s Brewing has seven sections:-

Home - Campaign -  Pub - Industry - Opinion - Regional - BEER Magazine

Here is some recommended reading :-

Campaign :- https://wb.camra.org.uk/category/campaign

CAMRA’s podcasts need you! Would you like to be involved ?

Opinion - https://wb.camra.org.uk/category/opinion

Golden celebration turns clock back on classic beer Read Roger Protz's article
about Fullers ESB

Regional  - https://wb.camra.org.uk/tag/north-east

Dray horses return to Vaux site

CAMRA wary of pubs sale to international investor

International investment giant Fortress has agreed a deal to buy
Punch Pubs & Co and its estate of 1,300 sites
CAMRA Chair Nik Antona writes :-

CAMRA is very wary about an investment company taking over a business running
so many pubs up and down the country. While Punch was already owned by a
global business, we continue to be concerned of the dominance of global
companies and brewers in the UK beer and pub market. One company
controlling a large share of the market rarely brings benefits for licensees or
consumers, but nevertheless we hope that the new owners will commit to
retaining the pub portfolio.

“Publicans and local communities will want rapid assurances from this new owner
that they are committed to the future of these pubs rather than asset stripping, and
that these venues will be given a fair chance to thrive under new ownership.

“As we continue to recover from the pandemic, it is more important than ever that
we protect the mental health and well being benefits that local pubs provide to their
customers and communities.”

https://wb.camra.org.uk/
https://wb.camra.org.uk/category/campaign
https://wb.camra.org.uk/category/campaign
https://wb.camra.org.uk/category/opinion  
https://wb.camra.org.uk/tag/north-east
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Throughout 2021, to mark CAMRA’s 50th Anniversary, we have been announcing
the recipients of CAMRA’s Golden Awards. CAMRA wants to recognise people,
groups of people or businesses that have made a significant contribution to
CAMRA’s aims, helping us get to where we are today. This is aimed at our
campaigning heroes, the pub/club all-stars, beer saviours/custodians and stalwarts
both in our midst, or those who are no longer with us. We want to celebrate our
successes.

We have given awards in three categories, Pubs, Pints, and People.
In July, we celebrated UK pubs , and in September, the pints that have made an
impact over the last half century.

We are now preparing to announce our third and final category, celebrating the
People who have contributed to CAMRA’s aims. We have also put together a
CAMRA ‘Roll of Honour’, marking those who are no longer with us who dedicated
their time and effort to the campaign in their lives.

The Roll of Honour is now live and ready to be viewed on the website. Marking
those we have lost up to this point, this will be an evolving document; a form is
available on the web page for members to submit any other additions in future, and
these names will be added to the Roll.

The webpage is available to view here:

https://camra.org.uk/50-years/golden-awards/roll-of-honour

We expect to be announcing the winners of the People Awards in January 2022. We
will be in touch with more information then. If you have any questions or need
anything further, you can get in touch with us
on: goldenawards@camra.org.uk

Editors Note :-  In the roll of honour some members may recognise the name
John Holland who died in 2017. He was a member of Tyneside & Northumberland
Branch and a tribute to him by David Brazier can be found in CAMRA Angle Issue
49   ( page 5) https://sst-arch.camra.org.uk/viewnode.php?id=65188

Golden Awards ‘Roll of Honour’ - Gary Timmins, Awards Director

https://camra.org.uk/50-years/golden-awards/roll-of-honour
https://camra.org.uk/50-years/golden-awards/roll-of-honour
mailto:goldenawards@camra.org.uk
mailto:goldenawards@camra.org.uk
https://sst-arch.camra.org.uk/viewnode.php?id=65188
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During lockdown CAMRA member and Angle
contributor Terry Ford kept himself busy producing a
couple of DVDs about pubs past and present in South
Shields .  A review of one of the videos appeared in
the June 2020 edition of CAMRA Angle Online
(page 10)

https://sst
arch.camra.org.uk/viewnode.php?id=65188

I'm pleased to say that the DVD is now on sale at The
Word shop and Age Concern Beach Rd/Anderson St
(both in South Shields). The price is £10 for this
double DVD called the “The Pubs of South Shields
(Then and Now)“

"For anyone who has an interest in the history of South Shields, (and pubs are a
big part of that), this is a must-see collection. Each DVD presents an easy to follow
narrative, humorous at times, and gives you not only old photos of the pubs
themselves, but also shows you the site now, if the pub has closed. Terry Ford is a
meticulous researcher, and the end result is a fascinating and light hearted account
of the drinking history of the town. Highly recommended."

John Orton - author of The Five Stone Steps, A Chill Wind off the Tyne and Blitz
Pams.)

“This set of DVDs is a must for anyone with an interest in the pubs of South
Shields, Past and Present. It is well researched, beautifully illustrated and edited in
such a way that portrays where many of the long gone pubs would have stood
today. The presentation is cleverly put together as a 'journey through time' narrative
between two colourful local characters.”

Les Snaith - South Shields Pubs the Definitive List by Les Snaith (Facebook)

Terry has a left a copy in The Steamboat, The Marine and The Britannia in South
Shields . If anyone knows of any more pubs that may be interested, please contact
this magazine

magazine01@sst.camra.org.uk

TERRY FORD’S DVD - The Pubs of South Shields (Then and Now)

https://sst-arch.camra.org.uk/viewnode.php?id=65188
https://sst-arch.camra.org.uk/viewnode.php?id=65188
https://sst-arch.camra.org.uk/viewnode.php?id=65188
https://sst-arch.camra.org.uk/viewnode.php?id=65188
magazine01@sst.camra.org.uk
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Real ale brewers usually show a lot of
imagination and go to great lengths to
name their beers. This is obviously a
marketing strategy as it helps real ale
drinkers identify a brewers ales.

The seeds of this article were sown late
last year when I had a wonderful milk
stout just before Xmas  from Brew York.
It was called Fairytale of Brew York.
Named after the Pogues & Kirstie Mac-
Coll song. Clever. Further investigation
revealed some more clever names from
this York based brewery : - Juice For-
syth, Goose Willis and Rhubarbra Stre-
isand

Some have themed names, such as
Darwin Brewery naming most of their
beers associated with  Charles Darwin;
such as Beagle Blond, Evolution and
Galapagos

Huddersfield’s Rat Brewery produce
many regular and occasional beers with
Rat themed names, including Ratsputin
(a Russian Imperial Stout), Desert Rat
(sandy golden ale) Ratmas Pudding
(spice stout) and Sepp Ratter

Another brewery, Triple fff in
Hampshire, has beer names from song
titles of 60’s and 70’s rock icons (and
why not). Comfortably Numb, Pressed
Rat and Warthog, and Witches
Promise are just three examples.

Watermills in the Lake District,now called
Windermere Brewery , feature cartoon
dogs on their pump clips, such as A
Bit’ er Ruff,  and Shih Tzu Faced,  a 7%
Strong Ale

Others go for more risqué titles. I
remember going on a tour of the now
defunct Northumberland Brewery
some years ago. One of their ales was
called Bucking Fastard.  It must have
been named to catch people out and
sure enough after a few in their brewery
bar I mispronounced the name as a
Spoonerism. The barmaid just gave me
a stony look, like she’d heard it all
before.

In Central Scotland is the major tourist
attraction called the Falkirk Wheel. It has
a visitor centre which sells bottled beer.
Tryst, one of the local breweries, has a
beer for sale there called Wheel Ale. It
isn’t however, bottle conditioned, so isn’t
real ale.

John Smith, the captain of the Titanic,
was born in Stoke on Trent. So it is
logical that the local Titanic Brewery
would have some themed names. These
are Steerage, Lifeboat, Iceberg, White
Star and Captain Smith’s Strong Ale. He
would have needed the last one !

Continued

WHAT’S IN A NAME - Part One. Ken Paul
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A local brew I spotted at the last CAMRA
Winter Beer Festival in  Birmingham :-
Paddle Faster I Hear Banjos – from
Saints Row Brewery Darlington. The
name is inspired by the film Deliverance.

The beer with the longest name must
have been Comrade Bill Bartrams
Egalitarian Anti Imperialist Soviet Stout.
This used to be brewed at now defunct
Bartrams Brewery in Ipswich. This 6.9
Russian Stout often featured in the
CAMRA National Winter Ales Festivals.

The picture opposite was taken at the
2013 festival in Manchester. As you can
see the name is too long for the

Signage ! I had had a few before I tried
this one so I just pointed.”A pint of that
please “

Funnily enough there is a beer called
That. Teme Brewery in Worcestershire
has solved the problem of beer
pronunciation, especially at festivals. .
Three of their regular beers are called,
This, That and Whatever’s Next .

I’m sure there are more. So if you
received a Good Beer Guide for Xmas,
have a look and see if you can find any.

Next time -  Pub Names

WHAT’S IN A NAME - Continued.

On the subject of "What's in a name" , CAMRA plan to launch a new initiative to
rebrand Real Ale in A Bottle ( RAIB) as One To Try.

Watch this space for more on this later

Taste Training for Tasting Panels

There are two online courses arranged for members interested in joining a CAMRA
tasting panel or learning more about tasting The courses are free but you need to
purchase three beers ( Spitfire, Proper Job and Old Peculier)

Saturday 15th January at 2pm https://event.bookitbee.com/37028/interim-taste-
training-for-tasting-panels-6

Saturday 22nd January at 2.30pm https://event.bookitbee.com/37029/interim-
taste-training-for-tasting-panels-7

https://event.bookitbee.com/37028/interim-taste-training-for-tasting-panels-6
https://event.bookitbee.com/37028/interim-taste-training-for-tasting-panels-6
https://event.bookitbee.com/37029/interim-taste-training-for-tasting-panels-7
https://event.bookitbee.com/37029/interim-taste-training-for-tasting-panels-7
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3. PUB OPERATING MODELS

According to the British Beer & Pub
Association, in 2019 there were 47,600
pubs in the UK. Of these, 22,750 were
free houses, 15,650 were tenanted or
leased and 9,200 were managed. In this
article, we’ll look at the latter two
categories along with a newish ‘hybrid’
model which the BBPA probably counts
as a form of tenancy.

Tenancies

As a tenant, you rent the pub premises
from a pub company or brewery and
acquire the right to occupy the pub for an
agreed period – usually two to five years.
You will generally be ‘tied’ for beer and
other drinks i.e. you can only purchase
the stock from the owning company –
though some companies offer partial or
free of tie deals (but invariably
demanding a higher rent for the
privilege). You are self-employed and
responsible for all the staff.
Responsibility for building repairs will
usually be confined to internal, non
structural work.

A big attraction of the tenancy is the
relatively low cost of entry, though you

still need around £15k to properly
operate a start up; a downside is that if
you build the business up you may well
get no reward from the pub company
other than an increased rent. Indeed, the
‘reward’ might be a refusal to renew the
tenancy because, for instance, the
company wants to take the now
successful pub into direct management.

The Pubs Code of 2016 was designed to
give tenants and lessees greater
protection by requiring fair and lawful
dealing by pub companies and ensuring
that tied tenants were no worse off than
if they were free of tie. We’ll have a close
look at how the Code is working out in a
future article.

Leases

Having a lease means you’re entitled to
occupy the pub and run your business
for a fixed term, often between 10 and 25
years. You’ll still usually be tied for beer
and other products and will be
responsible for repairs, maintenance,
insurance and other running costs.

Unlike with a tenancy, you have the
option to sell the business, including a
sum for goodwill. Continued

The CAMRA Pub and Club Campaigns Committee feels that many members would
find it helpful to have more information about the companies that control many of
our pubs. In the July 2021 issue OF CAMRA Angle Online was  the first in a series
of articles aimed at raising awareness about pub companies and how they work

https://sst-arch.camra.org.uk/viewnode.php?id=65188

The aim is to let the facts speak for themselves so that members can make up their
own minds about the positive or negative effects of these practices on our pubs
and the folk who run them.

This is the third in the series.

PUB COMPANIES - WHO THEY ARE AND WHAT THEY DO - Part 3.
 PAUL AINSWORTH

https://sst-arch.camra.org.uk/viewnode.php?id=65188
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Managed Houses

In this model, the pub is owned and
operated by the pub company, who
employ all the staff on the premises. The
manager is likely to be eligible for
performance-related bonuses in addition
to their salary. Many managed pubs are
branded e.g. Hungry Horse, Ember Inns.

The obvious advantage to the company
is their complete control over every
aspect of the operation. On the other
hand, they incur all the costs and accept
all the risks, instead of sharing those with
a tenant or lessee.

Companies whose pubs are all or nearly
all managed include Wetherspoons,
Mitchells and Butlers, Sam Smiths and
Loungers. Many other companies have a
mix of models though the overall growth
trend is definitely in the managed
direction, especially if you include the
next arrangement.

.Retail Agreements

This is the new kid on the block and
goes by a variety of names – Manchises
(Management Franchises) being an
increasingly common term. The model
was pioneered by Marstons but most of
the bigger companies have now adopted
it, each with their own brand name e.g.
Stonegate have Craft Union, Star Pubs &
Bars have Just Add Talent. Unlike in
conventional managed pubs, the
licensee is supposedly self-employed.
In most cases, their remuneration comes
from a percentage (usually 18-20%) of
the pub’ net turnover. From this, as
licensee, you pay yourself and all your
staff plus incidentals like employer’
liability, insurance and Council Tax.

So, what freedom do you have to run

your own business? In truth, not a lot.
The pub company sets the opening
hours and the prices, decides what
products you sell, prescribes the menu
for any food offer and provides all the
equipment. You can also be chucked out
at pretty short notice (immediately in the
case of Just Add Talent). If there’ a stock
deficit then you're charged for it and
these can be mysteriously large. The
advantages for the licensee are the low
ingoing costs (Pub Ready require £000),
you get a roof over your head and have
a prospect of making money. To do the
last, though, you’ probably need to be
taking over £10k a week. Urban, sports-
oriented pubs seem to do best under this
sort of regime. There are, though, many
disgruntled ex-licensees who found the
scheme a quick way to lose their dosh –
try googling Sam Peeps Diary Marstons
for a flavour.

The current number of these
Agreements is unknown but they have
certainly been growing  rapidly. Many
tenants have been effectively thrown out
of their pubs so that the company can
convert the pub to what, for them, are
more lucrative arrangements.

You can see why the companies love
this model. It frees them from the
responsibility of employing staff whilst
retaining full control over what the pub
actually does. However, there’ suddenly
a cloud on their horizon. Early in 2021,
the Supreme Court ruled that Uber
drivers were definitely not self-employed.
The parallels with Retail Agreement
licensees are striking and HMRC are
known to be taking a keen interest.
Given the amount of control that the
companies exert, can they really argue
that these licensees are self-employed?

Watch this space.
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Background

Branches were asked to monitor
pub-related planning applications submitted
in their branch areas during both April and
September this year. Specifically, they were
asked to record the numbers of applications
for change of use or demolitions of pubs.
I’m very grateful to the Branches who took
part in the exercise.

There had been predictions that, as a
consequence of the pandemic, many pubs
would close permanently. Because, since
2017, pubs can only be used for something
else or be demolished if planning
permission is first obtained, then the
number of planning applications would
increase if these predictions came true.

Results

The April exercise produced analyses of
applications made to 119 local planning
authorities (LPAs) – 31.8% of the total
number of LPAs, so a good and
representative sample. Branches reported
15 applications for change of use and one
for demolition.

If these figures are extrapolated to cover all
374 LPAs then we would have a national
total of 53 applications i.e. 13 per week.
Some, perhaps even a majority, of these
applications will not have been approved so
the actual rate of losses will have been quite
small and not out of line with pre-pandemic
figures.

For September, the expectation was that
the figures would increase as the longer-
term impact of the crisis worked its way
through and financial difficulties tipped
many pub businesses over the edge.

Predatory planning applications seeking to
redevelop or demolish such pubs could be
anticipated. However, the September
returns told a different story. Branches

provided figures from 106 LPAs (28.3%)
with totals of seven applications for change
of use and six for demolition. Scaling these
up gives a national total of 45 i.e. 11.5 per
week.

Commentary

Given the gloomy prognostications we’ve all
seen on the future for our pubs, the results
are heartening. However, it’s far too early to
draw any firm conclusions. The licensed
trade remains in a precarious position –
customer numbers have still not fully
recovered for many pubs whilst other
pressures are hitting them – higher energy
prices, escalating wholesale food and drink
costs, increased wages (and staff
shortages).

Also, as we all know, the post-Christmas
period tends to be a very lean one for pubs.
We’re certainly not out of the woods yet –
hence why a further survey will take place in
February or March next year.

Having said that, it can’t be denied that, in
the light of all that’s happened, much of the
trade is remarkably buoyant. Although quite
a few pub businesses have sadly gone bust,
pub companies and specialist agents report
healthy demand for both tenancies and free
houses. Many Branches also report a surge
in re-openings of long-closed pubs and new
openings, particularly of smaller operations
like micropubs and craft ale bars.

The next survey will try to get a handle on
this upside to what seems to be happening.

If your own Branch area is seeing any
particular trends or developments then I’d
be very interested to hear about them. You
can contact me at
paul.ainsworth@camra.org.uk or on
01226 217195.

MONITORING PLANNING APPLICATIONS  - Paul Ainsworth

paul.ainsworth@camra.org.uk
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THE  QUIZ
(Answers on next page)

1 Which comedian and former brewer author wrote Ripping Yarns with Michael
Palin?

2 Who played Princess Leia in Star Wars?
3 Which football team plays its home games at Selhurst Park?
4 In which New York borough is Central Park ?
5 Name the two most abundant elements in the earths atmosphere.
6 St Davids is the most westerly cathedral city in which country ?
7 How many musicians are there in a septet?
8 Having its first competitive game in 1888, which is the oldest current Premier

League ground?
9 In which country is the River Shannon the longest ?
10 What is the French word for a bunch of riders in a cycle road race?
11 Name the capital of Morocco
12 Who played Rhett Butler in the film Gone With The Wind?
13 Which Lebanon born comedian was the star of Trigger Happy TV?
14 In which Devon town is Dartmoor prison ?
15 The Great Salt Lake is in which U.S. State ?
16 Which North Yorkshire Brewery produces Monkey Wrench and Morocco Ale ?
17 And which North East Brewery produces a stout called Dark Side of The Toon?
18 The Surtees Arms, Ferryhill Station, is the home of which brewery?
19 The Darlington brewed beer " Paddle Faster, I Can Hear Banjos" was inspired

by which film ?
20 Name this branch pub
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Sunderland and South Tyneside CAMRA: Contact Information
Website: https://sst.camra.org.uk/

Documents & Downloads: https://sst-arch.camra.org.uk/

General issues/ queries Email:contact@sst.camra.org.uk

Pubs and Clubs. Email: pubsofficer@sst.camra.org.uk

Magazine enquiries Email:magazine01@sst.camra.org.uk

Advertising  Email:ads01@sst.camra.org.uk

Social Media:

Twitter: @SST_CAMRA
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SSTCAMRA
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/SSTCAMRA/ (Discussion Group)
Instagram:      https://instagram.com/sst_camra

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

AND FINALLY - QUIZ ANSWERS

1 Terry Jones
2 Carrie Fischer
3 Crystal Palace
4 Manhattan
5 Oxygen and nitrogen
6 Wales
7 Seven
8 Turf Moor, Burnley
9 Ireland
10 Peleton
11 Rabat
12 Clark Gable
13 Dom Jolly
14 Princetown
15 Utah
16 Daleside, Harrogate
17 Three Kings, North Shields
18 Yard of Ale
19 Deliverance
20 The Steps, Washington

CAMRA ANGLE ONLINE is published by the Sunderland and South Tyneside
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