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“LATE” NEWS
There was a item on the BBC online business page that Marston’s had
received a takeover offer from an American equity firm. Their shares
jumped when they announced they were evaluating any proposal.
According to the Times, they have to make a formal offer by February
26, under Stock Exchange rules.
As previously reported ,Marston’s rescued the Brains Brewery pubs
recently.
This is starting to get complicated
CAMRA have announced they will be ceasing the printed version of
“What’s Brewing” after the March 2021 issue. Members will receive an
update on this on February 1st
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT

In recent weeks CAMRA has been developing and building a brand new
membership computer system which will be very helpful to me in the future. I'll be
able to obtain information and deal with any queries much quicker than I have in
the past. HQ have been excellent with Membership Secretaries, allowing us "get
to grips" with this, firstly through a "zoom" presentation and then by providing a
very detailed user guide.
I am still unable to view everything and so, if you have joined CAMRA very recently and you have not heard from me yet, please accept my apologies but you will
be doing so soon.
Sadly, as pub and club closures continue, as expected, membership figures
decline. This latest set of figures are based on the period from 4th December 2020
to 29th January 2021. The December figure is shown in brackets.

National 171,452 (177,407)
Sunderland and South Tyneside 561 (598)
Tyneside & Northumberland 1857 (1939)
Durham 745 (793)
Darlington 404 (418)
Cleveland 798 (827)

Taking into account the figures I supplied for the Spring 2020 issue of CAMRA
Angle, we have seen a decline in the national membership of 10.92% and from
this area, 15.26%. Nearby branches all show losses around the 12% mark.
I'm confident that once better times return and pubs and clubs reopen and we can
all see light at the end of the tunnel I'm sure, figures will begin to rise again. In the
mean time, thank you to all those who have renewed so far.

Take care and stay safe

Peter Tong, Membership Secretary,
Sunderland & South Tyneside Branch
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PUB PROTECTION AND PUB NEWS
In the branch area this month I can again happily report no ongoing applications
looking to change use or demolish any of our pubs. In fact on a positive note on
20th January Sunderland Council approved two outstanding planning applications
to change former retail premises into a public houses:
41 Sea Road Sunderland:
Change of use to a Micropub (To be called Oceans). Interior work on the pub was
taking place over Xmas.
92 High St, Sunderland:
Change of use from a shop to a public house/nightclub –
This was originally the site of a pub that closed in the 1950’s believed to have been
called either the “Three Crowns” or “Coach & Horses”. The old pubs tiled facade is
still visible down the side street called Pann Lane . ( It’s worth taking a look if in the
area.) More original stonework is believed to have survived under the current ‘naff’
cladding & may soon get seen again. In its former life the pub was a George
Younger establishment - “ The Sign of Good Beer” apparently
Further afield there is national outcry over the announced permanent closure of the
Lamb & Flag in Oxford. This 400 year old pub, was once the local of JRR Tolkien.
The owners (St Johns Collage) claim the pub is not financially viable during
COVID19!!…This is the one of the very excuses CAMRA has been warning local
councils to watch out for & reject in any change of use applications. Hopefully the
voices of local campaigners will be heard in this case.
Following my comments in last month’s CAMRA Angle Online: CAMRA HQ has
issued the third of its series of newsletters to Local Authority Planners. This issue
covers “Local Plans”. Each LA is obliged to have one in place & CAMRA
encourages the LA to add further protection to Pubs within their plan. It references
a 2018 survey rating all of England’s LA’s on pub protection measures in their
existing plans.
Both Sunderland & South Tyneside were rated as “Poor” by this exercise.
Fortunately Sunderland introduced a new Local Plan last year which gives some
improved protection. South Tyneside are currently in the process of developing a
new plan but the draft I’ve looked at does not appear to specifically mention pubs.
Hopefully this will be improved in the final draft.

Ian Monteith Preston
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Click/Collect or Delivery - with the lockdown still in force please
contact each establishment for any clarification
Blues Micropub

Whitburn

They have suspended their click
and collect service to focus on their
expansion plans, as revealed last
month.
https://craftbeernewcastle.co.uk/

Darwin Brewery

Southwick

Harton Hop House

South Shields

Click & Collect or delivery ( see
also next page)
https://www.darwinbrewery.com/
Service no longer available.

Hydrology Online Store

Delivery only

https://www.hydrologycraftbeer.
co.uk/

Little Shop

Sunderland

https://thelittleshop.uk/

Maxim Brewery

Rainton Bridge

Drive thru (see page 6)

One More Than Two
Brew

South Shields

Call & Collect. - 07927 051236
( see also next page)

Saltgrass

Sunderland

0191 5436309

Sea Change

South Shields

https://seachangeshop.square.si
te/shop/craft-beer/2

Ship Isis

Sunderland
0191
567 3720
A reminder that
the Great
British Beer Festival
Winter will be held online - an interactive, immersive and on-demand virtual festival that you can
enjoy where you want, when you want.

Craft Beer Newcastle

The dates are March 19th - 21st 2021
Included in the price of your ticket is a box of
beers, ciders or perries and a login code to a
number of beer tastings, recipe ideas, industry
Q&As, pub history talks and so much more. To
register go to https://winter.gbbf.org.uk/
NOTE CAMRA revealed last week that the
Great British Beer Festival, due to take place in
August in Olympia London, will not go ahead.
They have yet to reveal what will take it’s place.
Other festival news. CAMRA announced that the Manchester Beer festival had
been cancelled, Instead five pubs have announced they will hold hosting virtual
beer tasting nights from February 17th for four nights. https://mancbeerfest.uk/
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BREWERY UPDATE
With cask beer brewing suspended till pubs reopen,
breweries are again having to rely on click and collect
and/or drive thru.
Darwin provide delivery to SR, NE and DH postcodes as
well a click and collect. ( Mon - Thurs) - See website for
more info https://www.darwinbrewery.com/
Phone number is 0191 5499450

Maxim Brewery
Opening hours :Tuesday - Friday open till 3pm Call 0191 5848844
MD Mark Anderson reports they are still doing their drive through on Wednesdays
and Fridays - and once a month on Saturdays 9.30 till 12, with the next one being
Saturday 6th February.
They have destroyed all their cask beer and have no minicasks to sell for the
foreseeable future, but are still brewing every other week for bottling which means
that they are keeping our yeast alive.
Mark confirmed that the Government have produced a technical consultation on
the future of SBR - it comprises 78 pages but is worth a read, although as the
subject implies, very technical. The link to the consultation is shown below
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/small-brewers-relief-sbrtechnical-consultation
One More Than Two Brew - Their click and collect is available Thursdays and Fridays from 3pm - 5pm, and Saturday Noon - 3pm. They also do deliveries every
Friday between 7pm and 8pm.
Looking at their website , 1morethan2brew.com they are offering more local
beers, including Darwin, Maxim, Durham and Brinkburn St.
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PRESS RELEASES
https://camra.org.uk/about/media-centre/press-releases/
Jan 12th - Pubs and the hospitality sector shouldn’t be scapegoated during the ongoing COVID crisis, Parliament told
That was the message from the Government’s Minister for Business, Paul Scully,
during a debate in Parliament on 12th January.

Jan 18th - CAMRA launches ‘Golden Awards’ to celebrate 50 years of campaigning
As part of the Campaign for Real Ale 50th anniversary celebrations this year, the
organisation has announced the launch of the newly formed Golden Awards,
which celebrate the people, pubs, clubs, breweries and cider producers who have
changed the face of the industry over the last 50 years.
See also page 9.
Jan 21st - Cut tax on draught beer to help pubs thrive once COVID restrictions end
says CAMRA
CAMRA is urging Rishi Sunak to commit to cutting the tax charged on beer served
on tap in pubs and social clubs in the next Budget to help them rebuild their
businesses once COVID restrictions are lifted

Jan 22nd - Thousands more closures on the cards if pubs stay closed until May
without new support.
Nik Antona , responded to comments by SAGE scientists that hospitality
businesses should remain closed until May and the release of Market Recovery
Monitor data from CGA and AlixPartners suggesting 6,000 licensed premises have
permanently closed in 2020.

Jan 27th - Extend VAT cut to help pubs when they can trade again:
Nik Antona comments on the Financial Secretary to the Treasury Jesse Norman
MP’s comments in the House of Commons yesterday that the Government have
no plans to extend the reduction in VAT beyond 31st March.
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CAMRA’S Golden Awards

CAMRA wants to recognise 50 people, groups of people or businesses
that have made a significant contribution to CAMRA’s aims, helping us
get to where we are today.
This is aimed at our campaigning heroes, the pub/club all stars, beer
saviours/custodians and stalwarts both in our midst, or those who are no
longer with us. We want to celebrate our successes.
To help you make your decision, just think about the campaigning we
have done for Pints, Pubs and People since 1971, and nominate from the
following categories below.
Pubs
A pub or club that has stood the test of time, convivial, characterful,
community-focused and consistently pouring great pints.
Pints
A brewery or cider/perry producer that has gone above and beyond in
delivering excellence or innovation over the years
People
An individual, or group of individuals who have made a significant
contribution to the achievement of our campaigning aims.

Information on how to nominate can be found here :Closing date is the day of CAMRA’s 50th - March 16th 2021
https://camra.org.uk/50-years/golden-awards/
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COUNTRY ROADS by Ken Paul
A couple of years ago there was an item
on Look North about Heatherslaw Corn
Mill on the Ford and Etal Estate near
Wooler in Northumberland. It looked
interesting so added it to my mental
bucket list.

spotted the beer bottles first, all from
Cheviot Brewery. I purchased a couple
of bottles of Black Hag, an Oatmeal
Stout, oh and a bag of porridge. The
label on the bottle suggested the
brewery was a couple of miles away, but
first find a pub.

At the beginning of September last year
the wife and I fancied a trip out so
headed north to Heatherslaw. It was a
90 minute drive and there was the mill
along with a visitor centre and miniature
railway

After a very informative self guided tour
round the mill we ended up in the
inevitable gift shop. My eagle eye

Previous research of the Good Beer
Guide had revealed the Black Bull in
Etal village, about five minutes drive
from where we were. The village is one
of those “picture postcard” places often
described on tourist sites. With smart
houses and gardens and a litter and
graffiti free main street, this was a
pleasant place to visit on a warm sunny
day.
Equally smart was the Black Bull, which
is Northumberland’s only thatched roof
pub. Having being closed for some time,
it was refurbished and reopened in 2018
and was immaculate. As well as the bar
there was a restaurant with the
wonderful smell of fish and chips wafting
out of the kitchen. Sadly we had already
had a picnic outside the flour mill.

Continued
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There were two bar staff, one behind the
bar, the other acting as a receptionist
just inside the door taking orders and
payment. Outside were picnic benches.
This is the brewery tap for Cheviot
Brewery so their beers featured on the
three handpulls. I opted for their Upland,
a 3.8% bitter, which went down well
sitting outside in the sun watching
village life go by.
Popping to the loo, I got chatting to a
local who would have been propping up

the remotest breweries in Britain, being
about 10 miles from Wooler, the nearest
town. It is called Cheviot because of the
stupendous views west towards the
Cheviot Hills.
The brewery opened in 2018, the same
year as the Black Bull reopened. They
acquired their kit from the Goose Eye
Brewery in Bingley, West Yorkshire.
They have an outside drinking area with
a bar and pizza oven, open every
Friday. Well they were……

the bar if he was allowed to. He
suggested having a look for the brewery.
“ Its not far , out of the village and up a
lane to the left” he said.
So after a stroll round the village, we
drove off and found the lane and soon
we were confronted by a narrow country
lane’s worst nightmare, a farm tractor
coming the other way. Except this was
huge, the tyres were bigger than the car.
After just squeezing past we kept on
going up this lane, and up and up and
up, it getting narrower by the mile.
Finally I spotted, in a tiny place called
Stainsfield, a white van with Cheviot
Brewery on it. This place was only a
short row of cottages with the brewery
stuck on the end This must be one of

A young chap was busy unloading bags
of malt into the brewery. We had a quick
chat from a distance. I was wondering
about minicasks ? “The boss isn’t here
at the minute” I could see he was busy
so I took a couple of snaps then headed
down the lane ( no tractor this time) and
were soon on the main road to Wooler
and home.
PS.:- Tuesday was the day of our trip so
as is customary that evening when we
got back home, I visited my regular
haunt, the Station House in Durham. I
mentioned my day out to the owner ,
who surprised me by saying he had just
taken delivery of a cask of Cheviot Black
Hag, it would be on next Tuesday
And sure enough it was. I was a happy
bunny two Tuesdays in a row !
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HEWORTH AND PELAW
Having dodged my childcare responsibilities (again!) off I cycled to The Swan in
Heworth for some well-earned
refreshment.
I recall visiting this pub many years ago,
and on this fine Sunday afternoon before
the lockdown all started , I visited yet
again only this time I had my CAMRA
pen and some paper with me ready to

atmosphere was lively and friendly. Indeed, there was a steady stream of
people entering the pub and it got busier
the longer I stayed. Having said that, at
no point did I feel like an outsider.
Live music is advertised via posters on
the wall and there is also a Facebook
page which is used for advertising
what’s on.
Some of you may remember the terrible
flooding that this pub suffered in 2012
(was it really that long ago?!). Hopefully
it will never suffer the same fate again,
due to the extensive drainage works
which have been completed in the
surrounding area.

take on my guise as The Wandering
Bear and knock up a few notes.
First and foremost, there was no real
ale. I made do with a pint of Stones for
£2.70 which was served in the correct
glass, and I found a nice seat next to the
radiator (which also allowed me to keep
an eye on my bike which was padlocked
to a lamp-post outside!).
The Swan has been around for over 100
years, but was very smartly decorated
inside with wood panelling, muted paint
and some subdued lighting creating the
ambience. It is divided into two separate
areas, a bar and a lounge with the bar
itself connecting the two. I also believe
there is a Function Room available for
hire. There were some televisions on the
wall playing football, and a jukebox
played some decent music. A fair few
regulars were in attendance and the

To conclude then, a canny pub which
would be well worth a visit if you lived
locally or found yourself at Heworth Interchange with some time to kill.
A short cycle ride took me past where
the old Maiden Over used to be. The
building has now been converted into
two large houses. And as lovely as they
are, I preferred it when it was the pub.
Continuing eastwards, I headed into
Pelaw and into The Pelaw Inn.
Previously known as the Station Hotel
(due to its proximity to the nearby
railway lines) it has also been around for
over a century. What fantastic stories
could these old pubs tell us, if only they
could speak?

Continued
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I know this isn’t great for a real ale
magazine but yet again there was no
real ale on offer. The one handpull on
the bar lying forlornly empty and
barren.

pool table, and in the middle is where I
sat, right next to the fire. As I looked
around I spotted a dartboard, a games
machine and a jukebox so there is plenty
to keep you occupied.
The décor was very fancy, more akin to
a city centre wine bar in my humble
opinion. Having said that, it didn’t look
out of place and it is certainly a lot
different to the last time I visited which
was a New Year’s Eve many moons
ago. Upstairs is an Italian restaurant,
which I have heard good things about.

John Smiths set me back £3.00, but if I’d
looked closer before ordering I would
have got a pint of Murphy’s Irish Stout
instead. I’ll know for next time!
There is an emphasis on live music at
the pub, and I know that it gets very
busy at weekends. Almost half of the
floor space seems to be given up to a
stage / dance floor area (to the left as
you walk in). To the right hand side is a

So a short, but very enjoyable, little
wander. With a new baby as well as a
five year old to look after, my time is in
great demand these days. Still, there’s
always time for a wander and a beer, to
visit new places and meet new people,
to relax and unwind before the next
family or work drama unfolds.

The Wandering Bear

SOME PUB TRIVIA
Manchester. Last week was the 50th anniversary in
charge of the Peveril of the Peak for landlady Nancy
Swanick. The picture of the pub (right) was taken
during a pub crawl in 2014. She was upstairs having a
lie down on the day of our visit - very wise
Mention was made in the Pun Protection report about The Lamb & Flag being
JRR Tolkien’s local. He also used to hang out in The Eagle and Child opposite
(Im surprised he got much writing done! ) His drinking buddies included C.S.Lewis
and they called themselves The Inklings
Did you know The Rose Inn in Nuneaton was the venue of the first CAMRA Annual General Meeting , held in 1972
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INDIAN WHISKY by Sid Dobson
If you were offered an Indian whisky
would you say “OK if you don’t have any
proper whisky?”
Most people would express surprise at
hearing that India produces whisky –
and some world class whisky at that –
after all, you don’t see a lot of it in
supermarkets or advertised in any of the
main media.
In the 19th Century it was the British Raj
who first introduced drinking Scotch
whisky to India. Then in the late 1820s,
Edward Dyer moved from England to
set up the first brewery in India at
Kasauli, and then a distillery there.
The initial distilleries however did not
produce malt whisky but blended a spirit
distilled from fermented molasses similar to what we know as rum. The
majority of ‘domestic whisky’ for their
internal market is still this as there is no
compulsory definition of whisky in India.
Around 1980 things started to change
when the Amrut distillery pioneered
whisky from malted grains and produced
the first blended malt whisky in 1986.
The first batch of whisky was ready
within 18 months. Because India had no
culture of consuming single malts at the
time, the company did not consider
bottling it as a single malt. Instead, the
whisky was blended with alcohol distilled
from sugarcane.
They continued their pioneering work
and in 2004 produced the first single
malt in India, from local barley. It was
hugely popular but the production of
alcohol from grain was hampered by
shortage of extra grain, due to food
shortages. Allowing grains to be used for
alcohol manufacture was and still is an

emotive subject in India, due to poverty
and alcohol's ambivalent reputation.
Indian barley is almost exclusively grown
in the north of the country, mainly near
the borders with China, Nepal and
Pakistan. For the southern distilleries,
this means the barley has to be
transported around 1,500 miles by road
to the distilleries.
Indian weather conditions of extreme
Summers and Winters are harsh
compared to Scotland and such changes
cause whisky-filled casks to expand and
contract at a greater rate. The end result
is that Indian whiskies have a faster
evaporation, faster ageing and therefore
a faster maturation process – where
one year maturation in India is
equivalent to 3 years maturation in Scotland!
This results in the ‘Angel’s Share’ (that
whisky that evaporates from the cask
during maturation) is a massive 20%
rather than the usual 2-3% from those
casks maturing in Scottish warehouses!
Today, in only 16 years, the customer
base has grown massively and around
15% of all whisky produced in India is
malt whisky. The influence of India on
global brands is increasing, with the
Indian company United Spirits Limited
acquiring many noted whisky brands and
distilleries in Scotland, including
Dalmore, Isle of Jura, and Whyte &
Mackay.

Continued
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India is now the biggest consumer of
whisky in the world in terms of volume
and in 2010, the whisky world’s
recognition and respect for Indian
whiskies rocketed when the whisky guru
Jim Murray scored Amrut Fusion 97/100
points and awarded it the title of Third
Finest Whisky in the World in his famous
Whisky Bible 2010.
Probably the top three Indian whiskies
are :Amrut Fusion 50% ABV which gets its
name from the fact that it uses two
barleys: Indian and Scottish - with the
latter being peated for good measure. It
was voted the 3rd best Whisky in the
world by Whisky-guru Jim Murray after
he tasted over 4000 whiskies from the
world over.
Nose : Heavy, thickly oaked and
complex: barley-sugar notes in soft
smoke.
Taste : smoke on the nose turns into
warming, full blown peat, vague sherry
trifle note; oaky vanilla ; barley –
fruitiness. Finish : dry peat and oak;
molasse sweetness ; spices

Rampur Double Cask Single Malt
Whisky 45%
Distilled in traditional copper pot stills,
matured in first fill handpicked American
Bourbon barrels & European Oak sherry

casks and bottled at the foothills of the
Himalayas in Uttar Pradesh.
Nose: Full-bodied aroma of tropical
fruits, smooth sweet malty tones and
oaky notes from double oak-wood
barrels create an aurora of flavours.
Palate: Lustful elegance of sweet fruits;
riding on rich sherry for a blissful
nirvana.
Finish: Tantalisingly long, lingering and
generous.

Paul John Pedro Ximenez Select Cask
48%
Water from the underground table of
water in Goa, along with rain-fed water
sources and water filtered through the
Goan wetlands. Matured in American
oak bourbon barrels and finished in
hand-picked Pedro Ximenez sherry
casks, the intensely sweet and dark
Spanish dessert sherry.
Nose : Fig and apricot with a rare hint of
banana, caramel, toffee
Taste : Sweet barley with creamy butterscotch, dry fruits and Christmas cake
Finish : Long and exquisite, with
chocolate fudge, orange peel and exotic
wine drenched nuts.
“You can’t buy happiness but you can
buy whisky - and that’s pretty close”
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NOT IN THE PUB QUIZ
(Answers on next page)
1
2
3
4

Jason Donovan had a hit in 1988 singing “Especially For You”, with which
other singer ?
Which series of books feature Percy the Small Engine and Toby the Tram
Engine ?
Hepatic refers to which organ of the body ?

7

Name the chocolate businessman who opened a grocers shop in Birmingham
in 1824
Name the footballer who captained Liverpool, England and a team on Question of Sport
In which country is the town of Trondheim, home to the world most northern
medieval cathedral ?
Which Wings single was named after Paul McCartneys black labrador?

8

The FIBA World Cup is contested by countries playing which sport ?

9

In which US state were the 1980 Winter Olympics held.

5
6

10 Which group had a number one hit with Karma Chameleon in 1983?
11 In which city is Titanic Brewery ?
12 In 1962, into which Caribbean country did the USSR place some nuclear
missiles ?
13 Who had a hit with Orinoco Flow in 1988
14 The River Orinoco flows into the Atlantic in which South American country ?
15 Which family brewer produces the beers Beacon Hill, Sunchaser and Tiger
Best Bitter?
16 Which brewery operates from the Sole Bay Brewery, Southwold, Suffolk?
17 Name the “boy band” singer who made his film debut in Dunkirk
18 Who was the first host of Have I Got News For You?
19 In the beginning of the film Saturday Night Fever, what is John Travolta
carrying in his right hand?
20 Name the Australian born singer who had a hit called Angie Baby in
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AND FINALLY - QUIZ ANSWERS
1
2
3

Kylie Minogue
Thomas the Tank Engine
The Liver

4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

John Cadbury
Emlyn Hughes
Norway
Jet
Basketball
New York ( Lake Placid)
Culture Club
Stoke
Cuba
Enya
Venezuala
Everards
Adnams
Harry Styles
Angus Deayton
Can of Paint
Helen Reddy

Sunderland & South Tyneside CAMRA: Contact Information

—--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Website:

https://sst.camra.org.uk/

General issues/ queries Email:contact@sst.camra.org.uk
Pubs & Clubs. Email: sst.pubsofficer@gmail.com
Magazine enquiries Email:magazine01@sst.camra.org.uk
Advertising Email:ads01@sst.camra.org.uk
Social Media:
Twitter:
Facebook:
Facebook:
Instagram:

@SST_CAMRA
https://www.facebook.com/SSTCAMRA
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SSTCAMRA/ (Discussion Group)
https://instagram.com/sst_camra

Views expressed in this publication may not be necessarily those of CAMRA
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