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The month of May this year
saw the first ever Houghton
le Spring Real Ale Festival
being held in the Welfare
Hall, it was organised by the
Houghton le Spring and
District Round Table to raise
money for charity. Our
branch was approached a
couple of month beforehand
to see if we could help with
expertise, manpower and
equipment and after some
preliminary meetings we
were more than happy to help.
Hence the Tuesday night
before the beer festival saw
us erecting staging and
building a bar with 27
handpulls before tapping and
spilling the ale and setting up
a cooling system.
All went fairly smoothly with
the set up so on Friday
afternoon after a last
inspection the taps were
turned on and the doors
were opened at 6pm to a
steady stream of customers
who proceeded to enjoy the
range of ales on sale.

Saturday afternoon started
quietly but gradually built up

to a very busy night, so much
beer was sold on the Friday
night / Saturday afternoon
that a few extra casks of ale
were put on standby, these
were FastcaskTM ales so
they could be racked and
served within half an hour if
needed and a couple of them
were!
Although the Sunday
afternoon was very quiet the
festival overall was a great
success and the Round
Table raised a substantial
amount of money for their

charitable donations.
From our point of view it was
the first time we had been
involved to such a large
extent in a festival other than
our own, I think we learnt a
lot from the Round Table
guys about organising and
they learnt a lot about Real
Ale so all in all a great
success all round.

All the signs are that the
festival will be repeated next
year and I’m certain that we
will be volunteering to help
again.

First Houghton le
Spring Beer Festival

Branch members Sid Dobson, Richard Storey and Michael
Wynne with members of the Houghton Round Table.
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THE STEAMBOAT
A Friendly Welcome Guaranteed!
CAMRA’s Sunderland & South Tyneside

Pub of the Year in 2009, 2010 and 2011
Runner up in CAMRA Regional
Pub of the Year Competition

Eight ever-changing Real
Ales plus one REAL cider

50+ Malt Whiskies
Regular Beer Festivals and
 Meet the Brewer Evenings
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Sad news to start
with. The Beer
House on Bridge

Street in Sunderland has
closed.

During the six months it
was open, the pub
offered an excellent
range of local beers at
some of lowest prices in
the area. Disappointing
trade levels are the
reason for closure. The
pub seems to have
suffered due to its
location with no other
pubs in the immediate
area. Thanks to Paul and
his staff for an enjoyable
six months.

Fitzgerald’s seems to
have ruffled a few
feathers with their new
pricing structure. The
whole group now price
beer based on wholesale
price rather than banded
by alcohol by volume.

The stamp card scheme
continues Monday to
Thursday but you now
only need 8 stamps
instead of 12 to claim
your free pint.

The beer range has
changed slightly with 4
permanent beers. Jarrow
Rivetcatcher and Fyne
Jarl have been joined by
Big Lamp Prince Bishop
Ale and Orkney Red
McGregor.,

The latest meet the
brewer evening in May
was the North East’s
oldest micro- Big Lamp
who celebrate their 30th

birthday this year.

The Copt Hill in
Houghton now has six
handpumps and is a
regular outlet for the local
Temptation Brewery.
Copt Hill owner Trevor
Davis has taken over the
Smith’s Arms in Castle
Dene, Chester le Street
and plans to increase the
number of cask ales from
4 to 8. The pub is easily
reached from our area\by
Go North East buses M1
and 78/A.

In South Shields, the
number of handpumps in
the Alum Ale House has
risen to 10.

A new outlet reported in

Shields the Douglas
Vaults which is selling
Greene King Old
Speckled Hen and IPA.

Jarrow Brewery have
added another outlet to
their estate. The latest
addition is the Magnesia
Bank on Camden Street
in North Shields. The pub
was expected to reopen
in June.

The former Tyneside and
Northumberland pub of
the Year is just a short
walk from the Shields
ferry.

The 36th Newcastle Beer
and Cider festival
returned to Northumbria
University for the second
year. All of our local
brewers were
represented; Jarrow and
Maxim both entered the
Battle of the Beers
Competition with
Conqueror and Benedict
Biscop respectively, The
Jarrow entry was joint
runner up and the overall
winner judged in a blind
tasting was Hadrian
Border Grainger Ale.

Pub News
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FANCY YOURSELF
AS A WRITER

WE are always on the lookout for
real ale related stories to be used in
the CAMRAANGLE. They can be
historical or current, locally-based
or involving travel to exotic
locations such as Middlesbrough or
Hartlepool, for example.

LETTERS
HAVE you got opinion on the pub
or beers available in our branch area,
or on any other matter? Get writing
now, and let our readers know what
you think.

CONTACT US
WE welcome comments and
submissions from fellow real ale
drinkers. They can be emailed to
our editor at sid.dobson@camra-
angle.co.uk, or posted to the
following address: Sid Dobson, 39
Brodie Close, Whiteleas, Tyne &
Wear, NE34 8LB.

****

CAMRAANGLE is published by
the Sunderland & South Tyneside
Branch of CAMRA © 2003 . Views
or comments expressed in this
publication may not be necessarily
those of the Editor or of CAMRA.

Nationally, the Campaign
membership has now
passed  140 thousand.

Locally, our membership has
now passed the 400 mark,

standing at 402 at our June
meeting.
At our 2010 Beer Festival we
signed up our 300th member
so to grow by around a third in
under two years is excellent.

 Membership Matters

Thanks to the following for
hosting our monthly
meetings:

■ Avenue, Sunderland
■ Wouldhave, South

Shields
■ Copt Hill, Houghton le

Spring

Thanks also go to Jarrow
Brewery for hosting the North
East regional meeting at the
Isis in May. Thanks to all
North East members who

turned out and gave us one of
the highest attendances, 33!

The next North East regional
meeting is Saturday 18
August when Chester le
Street Cricket Club is the
venue selected by Durham
branch. The winners of the
North East Pub and Club of
the Year competitions will be
announced at this meeting.
Fingers crossed for
Fitzgerald’s!

Thank you for having us

IF you come across a pub
that fails to sell full
measures, doesn’t display

a price list, beer strengths or
business name, please
contact Consumer Direct on
08454 04 05 06
http://consumer-direct.gov.uk
or your local trading standards
office:

Sunderland Trading
Standards
Civic Centre
SR2 7DN

Tel: 5531717

Consumer.advice@sunderland
.gov.uk

South Tyneside Council
Town Hall & Civic Offices
Westoe Road
South Shields
NE33 3RL
Tel:4247896

trading.standards@southtyne
side.gov.uk

 Don’t Stand for Low Standards
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THE rumours that
Shields was about to
acquire a second

brewery have proven to be
correct. The Shields
involved, however, is North
Shields with Three Castles
starting production in May.

Following the closure of the
Clarendon, Bull Lane has

s t o p p e d
brewing and
the plant is
up for sale.

The gap left
by Bull Lane

has been filled at the
Avenue by Jarrow Brewery
and an extra handpump
has been installed. The
nearby Albion is selling
Maxim beers.

Yet another new brewery
has started in County

Durham. Black Hill in
Stanley is brewing at
Geltsdale in Brampton until
its own plant is ready, The
beers celebrate local
mining heritage.

Maxim’s Diamond Jubilee
Special Queen of
Diamonds at 4.2% has
proved very popular and
demand for the pale beer
has far outstripped supply.
Their latest offering for the
European Football
championships 4-4-2 a
genuine 4.0% lager has
been lagered (or stored) for
6 weeks.

Jarrow marked the 150th

anniversary of the Blaydon
Race with 5% amber beer
Bonnie Blaydon Belle.
Work continues on the new
plant at St Andrews Church
in Hebburn.

Temptation had two beers
at Newcastle Beer Festival.
Vanilla Bourbon Porter
(4.8%) and #60 Extreme
American IPA at 5.8%.

Two unusual ales,
Watermelon Pale Ale
(4.5%), a pale hoppy beer
flavoured with freshly
liquidised watermelon juice
and Florida Pink IPA
I(4.8%) flavoured with pink
American grapefruits have

proved popular .

Brewlab’s new premises
at West Quay Business
Park (close to the north end
of the Queen Alexandra
Bridge) was opened by
Frank Nicholson, former
Vaux Managing Director in
May. Most of the production
will be student brews and
Darwin beers will be
brewed by students when
needed.

Just outside our area, Daryl
Frankland and Martin
Thompson have launched
the Leamside Brewing
Company at the Three
Horse Shoes in Leamside.
The beers are available at
their pubs in our area- the
King’s Arms in Deptford
and the Courtyard in
Washington.

Brewery News
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As it had been three
years since our last trip
to London, the other

half and I decided, with a
bank holiday weekend to fill
and some eager dog sitters
booked, that we’d head down
to the big smoke and see
how the beer scene had
changed since our last visit,
much being made of the
impact of a blossoming
number of local breweries
and an upsurge in the craft
beer scene.

Day 1
After arriving and dropping
bags off at our hotel, we
decided to walk the 15
minutes or so to Euston
station and start our beer

“research” off. Our first pub
was the Bree Louise, next to
Euston Station. This had 17
cask beers, most of which
were on gravity dispense
behind the bar plus 10 real
ciders. There were several
unusual local breweries
represented ( Windsor,
Rebellion etc) and a handy
discount for CAMRA
members. I tried a very nice
Milestone Raspberry Wheat
to get things started and
considering the gravity
dispense, this was in very
good condition.

Next up (once we eventually
walked round in circles trying
to find it) was the Euston
Tap (in case you have the
same problem, it’s one of the

small white marble looking
lodge buildings that sits in the
park area between Euston
Station and the main
road).This has a really small
bar area, but is packed full of
beery goodness. Draft taps
and siphon taps for the cask
ales are mounted on the wall
behind the bar (a familiar set
up if you’ve visited an
American beer bar). When we
visited, there were 8
heavyweight cask ales from
the likes of Marble,
Thornbridge & Darkstar, as
well as 18 international craft
keg beers. Floor to ceiling
fridges stocked with up to
100 different bottles make up
the choice –I was like a kid in
a sweet shop. I tried a
Tempest Citra IPA and an

Odells IPA, while OH had a
Marble Dobber and a very
tasty Thornbridge Imperial
Stout. One tip- the only
seating is outside, either in
the small beer garden or on
the pavement – probably
best kept for a dry day.

A quick trip into the Doric
Arch at Euston Bus station,
to sample their range of
mainly Fullers beers (we
went for the Bengal Lancer)
and then it was time for a visit
to Brewdog Camden. While
not selling any handpulled
cask beers, I have no
problem with their keykeg
method of dispense, which
doesn’t add gas to the beer
and I enjoy their sometimes
extreme beers. On this
occasion I tried a couple of
their single hopped “IPA is
Dead” range – one with
Motueka hops and the other
with Galaxy – an interesting
comparison.

Food was next on the agenda,
so we caught the tube into
Chinatown for a meal and
then headed to last year’s
CAMRA UK Pub of the Year,
The Harp in Covent Garden.
(See photo at top of this
story) We visited this the last
time we were in London and

Big Smoke,
Big Beers,
Big Prices! By Fiona Monteith-Preston

An Aladdin’s cave of pump clips at the Harp

(Continued on page7)
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noticed it was considerably
busier this time, perhaps due
to their higher profile due to
the award. A good pub, with
10 handpulls - (
(continued from previous
page)
we both went for Darkstar
beers – Hophead for myself
and Port Stout for the OH. A
brisk walk back to our hotel
near Russell Square with a
pit stop in the traditional and
tourist free ( at 10pm)
Museum Tavern, opposite
the British Museum, which
had 7 handpulls – we both
had swift halves of beers
from the Hawker brewery.

Day 2 A quick look around
Covent Garden then a
pleasant walk across the
river and along the
Southbank, past the National
Theatre and Tate Modern set
us in the mood for more
research. We were heading
for Borough Market an area
that I had never visited before,
but one that is gaining a
reputation based on the
strength of its pub scene.
First pub of the day was the
Market Porter, opposite the
market, which is a free house
that has opening hours to suit
market traders – 6-8.30am as
well as the more usual 11-11.
This pub has a good selection
of beers- 12 cask and 6 craft
keg, with Harveys being one
of their main breweries
stocked. I had a Harveys
Silver Bullitt (ok without being
anything special) and the OH
had a Harveys Espresso
Pilsner (not enough of a
coffee hit for him). We

amused ourselves by
watching a group of 8
Japanese teenagers stretch
one half of beer out for 45
minutes between all 8 of them.
On the other side of the
market is a popular bar with
a reputation for stocking the
more cutting edge real ales
and craft beers – the Rake

bar. An even smaller space
than the Euston Tap, it used
to be a taxi office before
being converted into a busy
bar and we sat in the outside
decked area and enjoyed a
couple of beers, the highlight
being Darkstar American
Pale Ale.

Back round to the other side
of the market to Brewwharf,
which is built into the railway
arches. This is more of an
eating establishment, but has
two handpulls of their ever
changing in house brewed
beers. On this occasion we
had a St Clement’s Wheat

and a Honeybee Ale, neither
of which were up to much –
in fact the wheat beer was
very strange. Further on was
the Southwark Tavern- a
contemporary stripped pine
local with 6 handpulls and 7
craft keg beers on. We sat
outside enjoying the weather
and a Red Squirrel Hopfest
and a Skinners Cornish
Trawler. A quick visit to the
German themed beer hall
next door – Katzenjammer –
was cut short when a very
loud and drunk crowd caused
us to rush our own-branded
beers quickly ( they looked to
have around 8 German beers
on tap, some of which I
recognised- Paulaner)
Up to this point all the pubs
we had visited on that day
were no more than 20 metres
from the market. We decided
to head over to Tower Bridge
to visit a couple of popular
bars on its Southern
approach. The first of these
was Draft House. At this
point I have a confession to
make. Up till now, our beers
had been averaging around
the £3.60-3.80/pint mark. We
walked in to Draft House and
I immediately saw that my
favourite brewery EVER had
a beer on draft. You very
rarely see their beers in the
UK, never mind on draft. I will
admit that I had a rush of
blood to the head and paid –
look away now- £10 for a pint
(yes you did read it right) of
Stone Pale Ale. I know, I
know. But it was lovely. We
also tasted a brilliant beer
that is a one off collaboration
between Ilkley Brewery and

(Continued on page 12)
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T  is now in

its 24
th

 year and this
year the weekend’s
festivities run for three
days, from

If you fancy a pint of real
ale there are plenty of
venues along the seafront
and surrounding areas to
quench your thirst.

To make finding your oasis
easier here are a selection
of pubs which are easily
accessible from Roker and
Seaburn.

- Just a
short walk from Seaburn
Metro station on the way
to the seafront

– Aptly
named as it is situated
right on the promenade
with 3 handpulls serving a
selection of ales from
national breweries

–
Located in the

usually has
a
selection
of ales from
Maxim Brewery along
with some national
brews

– Located
right on Roker Beach 2
handpulls serving a
selection of ales from
Local Breweries.  You will
have an excellent view of
the airshow from here but
the pub can get very busy
due to the prime location –
but worth the wait.

– Just a
short walk from the frons,
6 handpulls serving local
brews as well as some from
slightly further afield, with
an occasional national one
thrown in for good measure

 – Just a little
further on from the
Harbour View there are 2
handpulls serving ever
changing guest ales from
Theakstons and national
breweries

 – located on Mere
Knolls Road just a way
back from the front with 3
Handpulls serving popular
ales from national
breweries.  Ideal if you
want to get away from the
crowds for a while

 – Located on
Zetland Street a short walk
up Roker Avenue Two
handpulls in the main bar
are dedicated to serving
ever changing ales from
local breweries, with an
occasional gem from the
Marstons guest list.  The
Avenue is also hosting its
first real ale festival over
the airshow weekend. (For
more details, see the story
on the following page)

Sunderland International
Airshow 2012

By Richard Storey
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Over the Sunderland
International Air
Show weekend, ale

enthusiasts will be pleased
to know that there are a
number of quality pubs
within the Roker area that
will be dispensing real ale
goodness.

In celebration of their first full
year in the Good Beer Guide,
The Avenue on Zetland
Street (just off Roker
Avenue and a short walk
from St Peter’s Metro
Station) will be holding their
very first beer festival  over
this weekend.

The doors are open to all
(CAMRA membership not
mandatory) but   The
Avenue would like to
extend a special invitation
to all publicans within the
area (and further afield) to
come along and meet up
with local brewers, CAMRA
members and other
knowledgeable types.

· You might already be
selling ale but aren’t
aware of the plethora of
breweries in the North
East or how to contact
them?

· If you’re tied to a pub-co
and limited to buying off

“The List” – come along
and learn about ways that

you can buy locally
produced ale......without
upsetting your landlord!

· Mid-week trade
low so don’t want
the risk of letting a
9 gallon cask spoil?
Could ‘pins’ be your
answer for making
ale available to your
customers 7 days a
week?

· You’ve thought
about putting ale on
but worried it won’t sell or
it’s a headache to look
after? Come and talk to
people who took the
plunge.

· You know that real ale
is the biggest growth are
for wet sales the country
has seen in a number of
years but don’t know
where to start?

Back in early 2010, The
Avenue took the plunge and
installed a single hand-pull
to dispense Bull Lane beer.
Within 12 months, they had
secured a place in the 2012
Good Beer Guide and went
from 1 to 2 hand-pulls.

Bob & Steve will happily
testify to the fact that they’ve
seen a significant growth in
sales and to an increase in
the number of visitors to the
area who have come into

the pub because they
showed up on the "Good
Beer Guide” iPhone and

Android app.

Whilst the beer list is still
being finalised, the aim is to
have representation from as
many of the breweries within
the North East as possible -
including the four within our
branch area (Darwin,
Jarrow, Maxim and
Temptation).

This is the first networking
event of its type (at least
within the Sunderland &
South Tyneside CAMRA
branch area) and with a
good attendance, won’t be
the last.

Hope to see you there!
 For more info contact Chris
Roberts via email –

dickenscider@camra-
angle.co.uk

Beer Festival & Networking
 Event – 20th to 22nd July

“The doors are open to all,
(CAMRA membership not
mandatory) but The Avenue
would like to extend a special
invitation to all publicans
within the area (and further
afield) to come along and meet
up with local brewers, CAMRA
branch members and other
knowledgeable types.”
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Copt Hill Advert
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Copt Hill Advert
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beer writer Melissa Cole – a
rhubarb saison called
Siberia ( I believe the
feedback has been so good,
it may become a regular
brew). A couple of doors up
brought us to The Bridge
House to sample their well
kept range of Adnams beers,
before hitting our beer wall
for the day and heading
back to the hotel.

Day 3
Only one pub on the agenda
for today, but what a pub.
After several hours at the
Imperial War Museum, we
took the tube to Pimlico and
then a short walk to the beer
heaven that is Cask. I could
have stayed here all
weekend. Tasty food, 10
handpulls, 8 craft keg and
around 400 bottles in their
banks of fridges- it took

Big Smoke, Big Beers, Big Prices
(contd. from page 7)

With sales of real ale
on the up and a
greater selection of

bottled and bottle
conditioned ales being
stocked by supermarkets,
more new breweries are
appearing on the scene on
an almost weekly basis.

As things stand at the
moment, there are over 850
breweries/ brewing
companies in the UK, with
80 springing up in the last
12 months alone. So what
is the current picture in the
North East?

Currently there are 31
breweries in the area
covered by the three local
CAMRA branches. Two new
breweries are planned for
North Shields (understood
to be the Three Kings and
George and Dragon

breweries). Locally, Jarrow
Brewery is set to complete
a massive expansion of
their brewing capacity with
an additional 40 barrel plant
to satisfy demand for their
beers. At the moment, the
local brewing scene is as
follows:

Sunderland & South
Tyneside – Darwin, Jarrow,
Maxim and Temptation

Northumberland –
Allendale, Brewstar,
Gundog, Hexhamshire,
High House Farm,
Northumberland, Ship Inn,
Wylam and Cullercoates.

Tyneside – Big Lamp,
Cullercoats, Delavals,
Hadrian & Border, Mordue,
Ouseburn, and Tyne Bank

Durham – Black Paw,
Camerons, Consett,
Durham, Four Alls,
Gambling Man, Hill Island,
Just a Minute, Stables,
Weard’Ale, Yard of Ale

With the ongoing success of
the CAMRA LocAle scheme,
beers from these breweries
are regularly found in pubs
selling real ale across the
North East. I would urge that
you support your local
brewer and try them.

Bumper Time for Breweries

TRANSPORT
Tyne and Wear has an
excellent public transport
network and all of the pubs
in our area are accessible
by bus, Metro, train or ferry
so be responsible: don’t
drink and drive. For
information contact
www.nexus.org.uk.

By Fiona Monteith-Preston

(Continued on page 13)

http://www.nexus.org.uk/
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Once again the winner
of our vote for branch
Club Of The Year was

the Mid Boldon Club.
Although the Mid Club is not
eligible as an entry for the
Regional COTY it has been
a worthy winner of the
Branch COTY title for the last
couple of years with a wide
range of ales from a varied
list of breweries on four
handpulls which the hard
working staff ensure are
always in use.
 In the Mid Club you will
never see a pump clip turned
around for more than 10
minutes as the cellar is
managed so that there is
always a full cask ready to go
on as soon as a cask in use
is emptied.
The beers are organized so
that there is nearly always a
selection of ale ranging from
a pale ale to a stout or porter

normally with an ABV starting
at about 3.8% and going up
to 5%.

Over the last six months
various ales from all the local
breweries, Beamish Hall, Big
Lamp, Bull Lane, Camerons,
Consett, Delevals, High
House Farm, Jarrow, Maxim,

Mordue and Tyne Bank have
made an appearance
alongside a range of ales
from breweries farther afield
such as Dark Star,
Wychwood, Ironbridge,
Kelham Island, Caledonian,
Mauldons, Ossett, Salopian,
Box Steam and Orkney to
mention but a few.

Branch chair Michael Wynne presents the  Branch Club of the
Year award to Amy Edmondson,  Mid Boldon Bar Manager, during
the “Titanic Evening”, part of the Club’s centenary celebrations.

several minutes to flick
through their bottle list ( I did
spot prices up to £35 a
bottle!). I tried Magic Rock
High Wire (highly
recommended), Marble Draft,
& Mikkeler Sorachi Ace, while
the OH had Fyne Hurricane
Jack & Cobbler Stout, & Dark
Star 6 Hop Ale – all of these
on draft. Beers are priced
according to strength and
seemed reasonable for
London.

Highlights of the trip
The selection and condition
of beers in the pubs we

visited was excellent
(although we did choose our
pubs carefully. Worthwhile
investing in CAMRA’s

“London’s Best Beer, Pubs &
Bars”)

Borough Market area was a
revelation - definitely will visit
here again.

On the last day, in the pub
across the road from the hotel,
I tried an Adnams beer- Sole
Star, which at 2.8%, I
expected to taste like water.
How wrong I was. Every bit
as good as Broadside and a

lot tastier than a soft drink, if
you’re driving.
Cask is my new favourite
London pub.

Beware the London prices –
typically £3.60 a pint upwards
(the £10/pint was not typical,
thankfully!)

Because we visited on a
weekend, we missed the
traditional pubs in the City,
which are only open Mon-Fri.
Oh, well, I’ll just have to plan
another trip!

Fiona Monteith-Preston

Big Smoke, Big Beers, Big Prices
(contd. From page 12)
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BILL Scantlebury set
up the Cullercoats
Brewery, a 10 barrel

(40 firkin) plant in November
2011, having quit his career
as a solicitor after more than
20 years in practice.
Regrets? Far from it. Here,
he tells us a bit about his
inspiration and ambitions for
the brewery.
What beers do you recall
drinking as a young lad?
I grew up on Courage
Directors, Flowers, Bass and
Theakstons - quite traditional
by today’s styles of beer,
they’re more malty beers
with English hops. I lived in
Greenwich, South East
London and started brewing
at home with Boot’s kits, but
never achieved the quality I
was dreaming of. I moved
onto full mash brewing in my
early twenties, and for years
I experimented with recipes
and yeasts.
How would you describe
your beers, Jack the Devil
and Lovely Nelly?
They are malty in flavour but
with a balance of bitterness
from the hops -  Old English
Fuggle and Golding varieties.
I choose them specifically
because they are more
subtle and less citrusy than
the more modern New World
hops. As the large brewers

of traditional English style
ales have declined, the small
brewers have filled the gap
with a different style of beer
but I feel that the trend for
pale hoppy, citrus flavoured
ales has left a lot of real ale
drinkers behind.
How have you found
starting up a business
during a time of economic
recession?
It’s a challenge whenever
you start up but it means
there is no scope for error. I
have been careful to invest
in the very best equipment
and advice, and to go for
quality on all fronts, from
production through to point
of sale. I’m very proud of the
artwork and design for the
enamel pump clips and the
tie-in with fundraising for
RNLI, which took many
months of discussion to set
up. My sales are increasing
all the time, and it is probably
no coincidence that sales are
strongest in quite traditional
areas, such as
N o r t h u m b e r l a n d ,
Sunderland, and North
Shields.   I suspect that
traditional English beer may
become fashionable some
distant time in the future. In
the meantime, there are
certainly enough fans of

traditional beer to keep me
busy.
What are your plans for
Cullercoats Brewery in the
future?
I am working on my next
beer - an IPA of ABV 5.5%  -
a strong beer as an IPA
should be. They were
brewed for transport to the
colonies and had to be
strong enough to survive the
journey and taste good once
they arrived. The name is
‘Rocket Brigade IPA' - after
the Cullercoats Rocket
Brigade, which fired lines to
distressed ships using the
rocket apparatus; it’s in
keeping with the RNLI theme
of the other beers. The IPA
will be quite hoppy - but this
will be balanced by the malty
sweetness from brewing with
such a lot of malt - to get the
5.5%. I plan to stick with
100% malt brews - no sugars
or adjuncts, such as wheat,
or oats or fruit. Yes – I am a
traditionalist through and
through!
You can follow Bill’s brewery
on twitter @Cullercoatsbrew
and on Facebook.
www.cullercoatsbrew
ery.co.uk for orders
please call Bill on  07895
692881

Meet the Brewer:

Bill Scantlebury  of
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T he B lack Horse, West Boldon,
week ends: see our
web site f or details

 The Smugglers, Sunderland,
Six Night s a Week

Isis, Sunderland, Sunday
T .J .Doyles, Deptford,
Every Friday and Saturday
T he Trimmers Arms, South Shields
- every  Thursday and Friday
The Maltings, South Shields,
every  Saturday
T he Courtyard, Washington

every Monday Buskers’ Night
Has your rea l a le pub got a regular music night ,

t hat we have not got l isted? Get  involved, let us know!

Live Music & Ales
The perfect night out! The following venues
have regular live music nights.
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BOOK REVIEW

In case you hadn’t guessed
from the title this is a book
about haunted pubs. Whether
you believe in ghosts or not
this is still a good read and the
first three chapters
chronicling the pubs and
breweries in South Shields c.

1834 and the pubs of Jarrow
circa 1900 make very
interesting reading indeed.
Although this is not a book
about Haunted Real Ale Pubs
a good many of the pubs
mentioned do sell Real Ale.
The foreword is by our own

 owner of the
Jarrow brewery and four pubs
– the Robin Hood Jarrow, the
Maltings South Shields, the
ISIS Sunderland and recently
the Magnesia Bank
Tynemouth. The Robin Hood
is one of the books entries
with a “Good Ghost Rating”
of 8
The book is written as a series
of articles ranging from a half
a page for some of the pubs
to a couple of pages for those
judged to merit an “In Depth
Case Study”

The articles are in an easy to
read style and contain some
information about the pub and

its history before getting to
the nitty gritty about ghostly
goings on.
The haunting are described
from eyewitness accounts,
and where the ghost can be
identified the authors have
researched local history to
see if there is any link with the
ghost and the tavern.
Although I’m a serious sceptic
about things supernatural I
found the book interesting,
and once I started reading it,
as I finished each write up I
found myself wondering just
what creepy story would
emerge about the next pub. All
in all an easy book to read and
a good source of material for
discussions down the local
when the football on the telly
has finished.
p.s. If you don’t know what an

“ale-cunner” is you will after
reading this book.

Reviewed by:

It’s time to save your pint
and fight back against this
year’s budget which saw

the Government continue its
damaging policy of the beer
duty escalator.

Every year beer tax
increases by 2% above
inflation meaning your pint
in the pub costs you 5-10p
more.   This mounting
pressure is contributing to
the closure of 16 pubs every
single week.

CAMRA is calling all beer
drinkers and pub goers to
sign an online e-petition
today by visiting
www.camra.org.uk/saveyourpint .

We need to collect 100,000
signatures to trigger a
high profile Parliamentary
debate and put pressure
on the Government ahead
of Budget 2013.

To stand a chance of doing
this we need your help in
reaching as many people as
possible. So please sign the
petition and then spread the
word.

CAMRA also has free
material to take down your
local and join the campaign
Send an. Email to
claire.cain@camra.org.uk
to order free beer mats and
posters.

With around £1 on every pint
going to the Treasury in beer
duty and VAT, it’s time to
save your pint and call time
on the beer duty escalator!

FIGHT BACK TO SAVE YOUR PINT
SIGN THE BEER TAX E-PETITION
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Grace Robson is
looking forward to
the next beer festival

at The Steamboat with a
mix of excitement and pride,
because she is organising it.

The young barmaid at this
popular pub has been given
the responsibility by landlord
Joe Mooney, and is
delighted to take on the
challenge. The event is
scheduled to take place
from 2nd to  5th August  and
there will be some 20 ales
on offer. Grace tells me that
there will be 15 ales from
around the country, and five
from our region. If you would
like a sneak preview of the
provisional list, read on:

B&T - Dragonslayer
Church End - Pews Porter
Conwy - Celebration
   Ale
Exmoor - Beast
Grafters - All English
Hambletons/Black Dog -

Whitby Ale
Harvestoun  - Schiehallion
Mighty Oak - Oscar Wilde
   Mild
O’Hanlons - Firefly
Ossett - Excelsior
Partners - Tabitha the
   Knackered
Purple Moose -

Snowdonia(n) Ale
Spire - Land of Hop
   & Glory
Springhead - Robin Hood
Williams Bros -Froach
   Heather

The 5
Local
Ales are
yet  to be
confirmed,
but Grace
is hoping
that they
will be
Jarrow
Brewery’s
McConnell’s Stout
Tyne Bank - Special 2
Black Paw - Bishops Best
Delaval - Souter
Lighthouse
Mordue -Geordie Pride
Grace is also one of
CAMRA’s latest recruits,
having joined at the recent
Newcastle Festival. We wish
her well in her endeavour.

Grace hopes Steamboat beer festival
will be amazing

Choosing
the Branch
Pub of the
Year
How  do we do it?
Our Editor, Sid Dobson
provides the background to
the way in which the
Sunderland and South
Tyneside Branch select our
Pub of the Year.

At the start of every year the
branch has to choose which
pubs in our area will be
entered into the next years
Good Beer Guide (GBG)

We do this by consulting the
National Beer Scoring
Scheme (NBSS), this is an
on-line system that allows
CAMRA members to enter a
score every time they visit a
real ale pub, at the end of the
year we check the results and
the top scoring pubs are the
ones chosen along with the
current Pub Of The Year
(POTY) to go into the next
years GBG.This list of pubs for
the GBG is the same list which
is then mailed to all our branch
members so they can vote for
the pub that they believe
should be our next Branch
POTY.
The logic  behind using the
GBG list for the selection of
the branch POTY rather than
posting a full list of all pubs in
the branch to vote on is that

any pub good enough to be
branch POTY should certainly
be good enough to be in the
GBG.
This system was chosen to try
and make the branch POTY
selection as representative as
possible of the branch
members wishes, and
replaced a system where a
small handful of branch
members would turn up at a
branch meeting and decide
the pubs that would go into the
GBG and then pick a branch
POTY from the GBG list.

I hope this  is a clear
description of the methods we
use, but if you have further
questions or suggestions of
how  the process could be
improved why not write in with
your ideas?

Grace Robson
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SIX REAL ALES IN A
REAL PUB

THE SMITHS ARMS

THE COPT HILL

6  REAL ALES
ALWAYS ON SALE

THE COPT HILL

FOOD NOW BEING SERVED

Brecon Hill, Castle Dene,Chester le Street,DH3 4HE.
Tel: 01913856915

GREAT FOOD, GREAT ATMOSPHERE, GREAT TIMES
Seaham Road, Houghton-le-Spring,  DH5 8LU

Tel: ( 0191 ) 5844485
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?
?

?
 Pub Quiz

By

Ken

Paul

1.   Which sporting projectile is usually made up of 16 goose feathers?
2.   In 1917 24 were sent and in 2009 11600 were sent. What?
3.   Which beer is advertised by Rik Mayall?
4.   Name the 3 films that feature the character Rooster Cogburn.
5.   Name the first Australian actor to win an Oscar
6.   Simon King and Dave Myers are better known as?
7.   Frontline cast at Disneyland will be able to do what for the first time?
8.   Which 3 words were voted the most popular advertising slogan of all time?
9.   Which veteran TV presenter allegedly said this recently “ I get up, drink my

usual for   coffees, have a look at the Time obituaries, and if I’m not in them, get
on with a day’s work”?

10.  What was Blackbeard the Pirates real name?
11.  Captain Black was an agent of which organisation in Captain Scarlet?
12.  In which year did the Rolling Stones have a hit with Paint it Black?
13.  Born in the North East , who directed the film Black Hawk Down in 2001
14.  In which county is Everards Brewery?
15.  Which TV presenter and former Tory Minister appeared  a Ribena

advert as a child?
16.  In which US city is the Space Needle?
17.  In which year was colour TV first introduced on BBC and ITV?
18.  What was Hong Kong Phooeys day job?
19.  A boxer’s gum shield cannot be which colour?
20.  In the 2012 Olympics, there  are 12 boxing weights for men, but how many for

women ?
21.  How old was Diana Princess of Wales when she died?
22.  Which actress won an Oscar for the 1965 film Darling and played Lara in Dr

Zhivago?
23.  Who was European Footballer of the year in 1968?
24.  The River Danube flows through 4 capital cities, more than any other river.

Name them?
25.  What A was the name of Sebastian’s Teddy bear in Brideshead Revisited?
26.  How many people are there in a K4 kayak?
27.  Which movie star did Madness sing about?
28.  Which movie star did Gorrillaz sing about?
29.  Which movie star did Kim Carnes sing about?
30.  Which movie star did Bananarama sing about?

1. Shuttlecock. 2.Telegrams to centenarians. 3. Wells Bombardier. 4.True Grit, Rooster
Cogburn and True Grit ( remake). 5. Geoffrey Rush 1997 for Shine. 6.Hairy Bikers. 7.
Grow Beards. 8. Beanz Meanz Heinz. 9. Sir Patrick Moore. 10. Edward Teach. 11.The
Mysterons. 12. 1966. 13. Ridley Scott. 14. Leicestershire. 15. Michael Portillo. 16.
Seattle. 17. 1969. 18. Janitor. 19. Red. 20. Three – Middleweight, Lightweight and
Flyweight. 21. 36. 22. Julie Christie. 23.George Best. 24. Vienna ( Austria), Bratislava (
Slovakia), Budapest ( Hungary), Belgrade( Serbia). 25. Aloysius. 26. 4. 27. Michael

ANSWERS:
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